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Martinez, 364

Martinez, Ignacio, 210, 217, 372

Marvin, John G., 376

Masakiyo, Yanagawa, 346

Masanori, Naruse Genshiro, 342

Masayoshi, Tsukahara Jugoro, 342

Masseau, A., 24

Matanzas (slaughter fields), 360

Mazatlan, Mexico, 274-75, 302, 324, 327

McAllister, Hall, 246

McBean, Atholl, 384

McCarver, M. M., 370

McClatchy, Phebe Briggs, o5

McCurdy, Mrs. Alice B., 298, 299

McDougal, Elijah, 358

McDougal, John, 160, 370

McGlashan, Charles Fayette, 191

McGuire’s Opera House, 341

McKay, Baptiste, 144

McLaughlin, C. F., 142, 143

McLean, W. F,, 72

McLeod, Alexander Roderick, 40, 125, 137

McMahan, Calvin Clarke, 300

McMahan-Clyman Party, 293

McMahan, James Byrd, 293, 299

McMahan, James Edwin, 300

McMahan, Nelson, 190, 298, 299

McMahan, Samuel Green, 289-300

McMahan, Thomas, Jr., 289; Thomas, 298

McMahan, William, 289

Medicinal herbs, 204

Meek, John, 331

Meek, Thomas, 331

MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY, 80-88, 180-81, 380

Meherin, J. Vincent, 288

Meiggs, Henry, 179

Mellus, Henry, 201, 202, 215, 254

Menéndez, José Antonio, 318, 332

Merced River, 259, 368, 369

Merryhoff, Baron, 319

Mexican War, 259, 262-63, 270, 280, 294

Mexico; 261, 262-74 (L. A. Sherman’s trip
through); 304-06 passim, 310, 311, 318, 328,
333, 334

Michaels, Charles Frederick, 185-86 (IN Me-
MORIAM )

Mier, Mexico, 351
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Millard, Walter, 376

Mines, Rev. Flavel S., 161, 176

Mining and trading companies: L.a CALIFORNI-
ENNE, 41-68; Ch. Hockgesangt and Co., 62,
66; Hope Co., 158, 160, 162, 163, 164; Cam-
argo Co., 259, 261; New York & Austin
Silver Mining Co., 260

Mission architecture (Soledad), 11-15

Mission chapel in Pedro Valley (San Pedro
y San Pablo), 250

MissioN oF NUESTRA SENORA DE LA SOLEDAD,
by Frances Rand Smith, 1-18. See also un-
der Soledad Mission

“Mission San Mateo,” 247-58; illustr. opp. 247

Missions: La Purisima, 10, 209, 372, 373; San
Antonio de Padua, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 255; San
Buenaventura, 190, 209, 212, 361, 372; San
Carlos, 7, 12, 374; San Fernando, 194, 208,
217; San Francisco Asisi (Dolores), 10, 210,
248, 249, 251-52, 255, 362, 372-73; San Fran-
cisco Solano, 19-23 passim, 39, 209, 211; San
Gabriel, 194, 207, 208, 209, 216, 248, 253, 312,
360, 371, 372; San José, 195, 210, 375; San
Juan Capistrano, 194, 207, 208, 325, 360, 371;
San Luis Rey, 194, 206-07, 216, 360, 371; San
Miguel, 10; San Rafael, 10, 176; Santa Bar-
bara, 212, 362, 372, 373; Santa Clara, 195, 210,
250; Santa Inés, 209, 362, 373; Soledad, 1-18;
363, 374; tiles from, 348

Missions, cloth for, 314

Missions, secularization, 305, 331, 371, 37§

Molasses, 350

Monterey, Alfred Robinson at, 194, 197, 203-
04, 211; E. A. Sherman at, 358-359; see also
220, 223, 204, 303, 304, 308, 314-16 passim,
322, 327, 328, 330-32 passin, 334

Monterey [Salinas] River, 1

Monte Rey, Conde de, 222

Moore, Frank M., 96

Moore, Inez Macondray, obit. of Felton
Broomall Ashley Elkins, 185

Moore, Philip, 344

Moraga, Gabriel, 375

Mormon Battalion, 370

Mormon Island, 58, 354, 370

Mosquitoes, 37, 123-125 passim, 132, 367, 369

Mount St. Helena, 180

Muir, John, 122

Mulligan, Billy, 71

Murieta, Joaquin, 367, 369, 376

Murphy, Timothy, 176

INDEX

Naglee, Henry M., bank, 176

Napa Valley, 294, 296

Negro Bar, 354, 370

Nevada, silver mines, 229

New MEMBERS, 88, 89, 181, 286, 383

NEWS oF THE SOCIETY, 78-93, 180-88, 282-86

Newspapers: S. F. (Daily Evening) Bulletin,
147-48, 338-47 passizn; San Bernardino Her-
ald, 260; Patriot, 260, Esmeralda Star, 260;
Alta California, 338-347 passim

Nicolaus, 145

Nicolaus Ranch, 333, 369, 370

Noriega, José, 252

Noriega, Fr. Matias Antonio de, 1, 15

Norton I, Emperor, 341

Nuttall, Thomas, 319, 325, 333

Qakland, 260

Obichon, Bt., 38

Oceguera, Mariano de, 332 .

Ogden, Adele, 286. Ed. of: ALFRED RoBINSON,
New ENGLAND MERCHANT IN MEXICAN CAL-
IFORNIA, 193-202; JOURNAL ON THE COAST OF
Cavrirornia by A. Robinson, 203-218; Busi-
NESS LETTERs oF ALFRED ROBINSON, 301-334

Oil, in Ventura Co., 190

“Old Town” San Diego, 360, 371

d’Oliveira, Emmanuel, 50; letters from, 51-52

Oliver, Edwin Letts, 96

Oliver, William, 325, 232

Oramas, Cristobal, 372

Orcutt, Rice, 226

Ortega, Ignacio, 375

Osgood, Mr., in S. F. (1850), 163

O’Shaughnessy, William M., 190

Oreotanin, Michelle, 20, 22

Orter, 19, 24, 27, 36, 37, 123-126 passinz, 128,
301, 303, 304, 306, 308-10 passin, 313, 314, 318

Ottinger, Capt. Douglas, 165

Pacheco, Romualdo, 218

Pacific Mail Steamship Co., 176, 246, 345-346

Pacific Railroad Association, 340

Paden, William G., 288

Padrés, José Maria, 331

Palmerston, Lord, 342

Palou, Fr. Francisco, 249

Parepa-Rosa, Mme., 112

Park, Thomas B., 200, 201, 215, 319, 323, 327,
329, 333

Parker, Paul P., Tae TiLEs FRom MissioN So-
LEDAD, 348; see also 383

Parrish, Edwin and Julia Reynolds, 288
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Paterna, Antonio, 371, 372

Pattiani, Evelyn Craig, obit. of Charles Fred-
erick Michaels, 185-86

Payéras, Fr. Mariano, 4, 6; excerpts from re-
port to Spanish Gov’t,, 362; note on life of,
B2

Payne, George L., 189

Pearson, Capt. George F., 335

Peck, Sherman, 211, 313, 332

Peirce & Brewer, 333

Peirce, Henry Augustus, 301-02, 308, 309, 313,
314, 330, 331

Pena, Felipe, 295

Peralta, Luis, 375

Perkins, Rufus, 215

Perote, Mexico, 273; Castle of, 351, 370

Perrin, George and Jeannette, 191

Perrot, Leopold, letter from (1849), 54-55

Peters, Randolph, 276, 349

Peyri, Fr. Antonio, 194, 206, 207, 216, 371

Peyster, Nicholas de, 254, 255

Phelps, William Dane, 215

Philippine Islands, 219, 221, 223-24

Pichette, L., 128

Pico, Pio, 9, 10, 254, 255

Pigman, Walter Griffith, 178

Pioneer Society of Sacramento. See under Sac-
ramento Society of California Pioneers

Pious Fund, 16

Pit River, 136

Placer Mining, 52, 53, 55, 57, 349 350, 353

Plant, C,, 136

Poett, Alfred, 247

Politics in S. F. (1855-56), 74

Pony Express, 338, 344

Popoff, Commodore, 337

Portold, Gaspar de, 1, 374

Poverty Hill, 375-76

Pratt, Robert, 117, 121

Price, Henry, 323, 333

Prices in California (1849), 51, 52, 55, 563
(1850), 161, 162, 170; (1853), 173

Priestley, Herbert Ingram, 186-87 (IN MEMmo-
RIAM ) )

Pumpelly, Raphael, 342, 345, 347

Quail (mountain), 297

Quepness, Odilon, 6

Quesesosi Rancho (Yolo Co.), 375

Quesnelle, A, 24, 25

Quinn, Anna, 73

Quintalle, L., 38, 136
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Ralston, Jackson H., 8o

Rancho. See under Land grants and ranchos

Read, Alexander P., 191

Read, J. Marion, M. D, 191

REeceEnT CALIFORNIANA, 178-79, 378-79

Requa, Isaac, 288 :

Rhodes, William (“Caxton”), 147

Rice & Temple, 208

Richard III, play of, in San Francisco (1860),
341

Richards, C. F., 191

Richards, Clayton French, 191

Richardson, William A., 207, 364, 372

Richardson, William A, of Salinas, 12

Riley, or O'Reilly, 268, 280

Riley, Gen. Bennett, 352, 370

Ringgold, Commodore Cadwallader, 336

Rintaro, Capt. Count Katsui. See under Kat-
sui

Rio de los Putos, Rancho. See under Land
grants and ranchos

Rio Janeiro, letter from (1849), 151-55

River Mining Near Coloma, sketched by Wil-
liam S. Jewertt (1850), opp. 167

Rivers and creeks: Albion, 25; Alder, 25;
Bear, 131; Bear [Pine], 133; Big, 25; Butte
[Deception], 132; Cache, 291, 293, 296;
Canoe [Cow], r34; Cosumnes, 130; de Sou-
ris [Moose or Mary’s], 143; Eel, 29, 40; Elk,
25; Faladin [Tualatin], 144; Fall, 137; Feath-
er, 59-60, 131, 349, 365, 369; French Camp,
38; Garcia, 24; Greenwood, 25; Gualala, 24;
Hat, 136; Long Tom, 143; Martole, 28;
Napa, 20; Navarro, 25; Noyo, 25; Petaluma,
22; Putah, 32, 33, 291, 295, 297; Quesnell
[Deerl, 133; Rogue [Coquin], 139; Russian,
23, 30, 405 Sacramento, 19, 33, 34, 39, 59, 60,
166, 232-33, 354, 357, 358, 365-67; Sand [Mo-
kelumne], 36; San Joaquin, 6o, 127; Smith’s
127; Sonoma, 21; Sorty [Sasty], 30, 138;
Stanislaus, 6o0; Suisun, 32; Sycamore [Bat-
tlel, 134; Ten Mile, 26; Trinity, 165; Wil-
lamette, 142; Wood’s, 60; Yamhill, 143, 144;
Yoncalla, 142; Yuba, 131, 349, 350.

Robb, George A., 192

Robb, James, 192

Robb, John, 192

Robinson, Alfred, 7-8 (quoted); 176, 193-218,
253, 254; sources of biographical material,
213; his JourNaL o~ THE Coast oF CALIFOR-
NIA, 203-13; his BusiNess LETTERs, 301-34
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Robinson, A. Porter, 79, 193

Robinson, Dr. David G., 100

Rocque, G. R,, 31, 136

Rocquebrin, J., 38, 123, 125, 129, 139

Roda y Arrieta, Manuel de, 220

Rodecape, Lois, Tue CHINESE THEATRE IN
CALIFORNIA, (1849-1869), 97-116

Rodgers, Lt. Com. John, 336

Rondeau, C,, 20, 38, 136

Rooney, Raymonde, 94

Root, Orson, 226

Rosa, José de la, 294

Rosa, Luis de la, 261, 266

Rosamel, Joseph de, 67

Rosario, Mexico, 274

Rose and Reynolds, 350

Rose’s Bar, 259, 279, 349, 350 f., 370

Ross, Fort, 23, 39

Rossi, Eleanor, 94

Rubi, Fr. Mariano, 1, 2, 3, 4, 16

Rubio, Fr. José Maria de Jests Gonziles, 9

Russell & Co., 213, 301, 304, 308, 313, 318, 330

Russell, Mrs. John H. (Amy Requa), 288

Russian American Co., 39

Russians, in California (1833), 23; on the
Farallones, 210, 217; in the Northwest, 219-
22 passim

Rutherford, Frank, 367, 368

Rutter, Capt. John, 301, 308, 314, 330, 331

Sacramento, 145, 171; buildings in (1849), 354;
Chinese in, 104; City Cemetery, 297; fires
in (1850), 166; (1852), 172, 177; letter of
W.S. Jewett from (1855), 227; E. A. Sher-
man at, 349, 353-358; theatres at, 104

Sacramento Association of California Pio-
neers. See under Sacramento Society of
California Pioneers

Sacramento County, 260

Sacramento Hotel, 369

Sacramento Pioneer Association. See under
Sacramento Society of California Pioneers

Sacramento River, 19, 33, 34, 39, 166, 354; min-
ing on (1849), 59, 60; in flood (1849-50),
357, 358, 365-67; (1862), 232-33

Sacramento Society of California Pioneers,
297, 373

Sacramento Valley, 295

St. Blas, 302, 309

St. Sure, Adolphus Frederic, 384

Sal si Puedes, 362, 373

SamueL GReeN McMasaN, Member of the

INDEX

Bidwell Party and Owner of Bartlett
Springs, by Ellen Lamont Wood, 289-300
SAMURAL IN SAN Francisco: The Japanese Em-
bassy of 1860, by George Hinkle, 335-347

San Antonio de Padua. See under Missions

San Blas, 279, 360

San Buenaventura. See under Missions

San Carlos de Borroméo del Carmel. See un-
der Missions

Sianchez, José Bernardo, 207, 216

Sanchez, José de la Cruz, 253

Sinchez, Vicenta, 217

San Diego, 203, 259, 307, 310, 330-33 passim;
Alfred Robinson at, 194, 196, 199, 205-06,
209; his letters from, 315-30

San Diego de Alcali. See under Missions

San Diego, “Old Town,” 360, 371

San Diego River, 371

Sandl, Mrs. Ruth N, 192

San Fernando Mission. See under Missions

San Francisco (in 1833), 19-20; (in 1849 and
1879), 276; banks in (1851), 176; China Mail
banquet (1866), 246; Chinese in, 97-116, 339-
40, 343; churches in, 157-58, 235, 245, 246;
City Hospital, 148; contribution from, for
Sacramento flood victims (1862), 233; earth-
quake in (1868), 243, 246; fires (1849) in,
70-71, 156-57; (in 1850), 176, 369, 376-77; (in
1851), 171, 369, 377; (in 1852), 172-73, 177;
(in 1853), 172-73; letters by W. S, Jewett
from (1849-53), 155-75; mud in (1849), 155-
57; politics (1860) in, 232; Presidio, 251;
prices (1849) in, 157, 158; real estate, 56
(1849), 174 (1850), 220-45 passizm (in the
60’s); refugees from flood (Jan. 1850) in,
358; .Alfred Robinson at, 195, 314-15, 332;
E. A. Sherman at, 276-78, 358, 369; Union
Hall, 237, 246

San Francisco Bay, geological history of, 380

San Francisco de Asisi. See under Missions

San Francisco Fire Department, 69-77: Mon-
umental Engine Co., 71-75; Empire Engine
Co., No. 1, 71

San Francisco Harbor in 1849 (sketch), opp.
156

San Francisco Solano. See under Missions

S. F. Vigilance Com. of 1851, 72

San Gabriel Arcangel. See under Missions

San Isidro Rancho, 375

San Joaquin River, 127; mining on (1849), 60

San Jose, as temporary capital, 375
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San José Mission. See under Missions

San Juan, 204

San Juan Bautista. See under Missions

San Juan Capistrano. See under Missions.

San Juan de los Lagos, Mexico, 269

San Luis Obispo Tolosa. See under Missions.

San Luis Potosi, 261, 265-68 passim, 280

San Luis Rey de Francia. See under Missions

San Mateo, adobe building at, 247-58; Indians
at, 249, 251, 253-55 passin, 258

San Miguel Mission. See under Missions

San Pedro, 208, 312, 358, 359; Alfred Robin-
son at, 195, 209, 332

San Rafael, Indians at, 252

San Rafael Mission. See under Missions

Santa Anna, 267

Santa Barbara, A. Robinson at, 195-199 pas-
sim, 208, 212; mention of, 213-18 passim,
315, 316, 324, 330-33 passin; Robinson’s let-
ters from, 301-13

Santa Barbara Mission. See under Missions

Santa Catalina Island, 216

Santa Clara Mission. See under Missions

Santa Clara Valley, in southern California),
372

Santa Fe Trail, 298

Santa Inés Mission. See under Missions

Santa Inez Mountain, 362

Santa Ynez. See under Santa Inés

Santiago, Juan Norberto de, 371

Sarria, Fr. Vicente Francisco, s, 7, 8, 374

Satakarass, Pierre, 125, 126, 139; wife of, 38

Sausalito, 372

Sausalito Rancho, 372

Savage, Major James D., 368, 376

Scannell, David, 76

Scherer, James A. B., 92-93 (IN MEMORIAM)

Scott, Winfield, 259, 280, 359

Seals, 24

Sears, Captain, Company D, 294

Serra, Junipero, 371, 372, 374

Settsu-no-kami, Lord Kimura. See under Ki-
mura

Sewell, Newton, 356

Shafer, Gideon, 226

Shallenberger, F. G., 384

Shannon, Capt. William E., 352, 370

Shasta Valley, 138

Shaw, Thomas, 302, 304-06 passinz; 325, 330,
332
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Sheep, 242, 250, 252, 253, 297; at Sonoma Mis-
sion (1833), 21

Sheep Rock, 137

Sheldon, Miranda Wilmarth, 191

Sheldon, Nicholas, 191

Sherman, Allen B, introd. to SHERMAN Was
THERE, 259-60; see also 287

Sherman, Major Edwin A., 25¢-81, 349-77

Sherman, Rev. John, 358

Sherman, Thomas W., 358

SHERMAN Was THEre: The Recollections of
Major Edwin A. Sherman. Introd. by Allen
B. Sherman, 259-81, 349-77

Sherman, William Tecumseh, 358, 359

Sherwood, Winfield S., 370

Shirland, Francis, 354

Shoaf, Ross T., 384

Shogunate (third Togukawa), 335, 337

Shufelt, S., 179

Shurtleff, George A., 368, 376

Sibley, Major George C., 298

Silk culture in California, 343

Sinton, Richard H., 73

Sitgar, Antonio, 2

Skaggs, Chester W., 96

Slavery, question of, in California, 356, 370-
371

Smith, Alexander, 229

Smith, Archibald, 171

Smith, Charles Rand, 203, 215

Smith, Frances Rand, MissioN oF SENORA DE
LA SOLEDAD, 1-18; see also, g4

Smith, [Persifor F.] General, wife of, 51

Smith, Thomas (Pegleg), 37, 125, 127

Smith’s River, 127

“Snyder, Jacob R., 370

Soberines, Feliciano, 10, 13, 348

Soberanes, Panfilo, 12

Society of California Pioneers, 75; Grand Ball
of (1853), 173-74

Sola, Pablo Vicente, 5

Solano, Chief, 295

Soledad Mission. See under Missions

SoMmEe LertErs oF WiLLiam S. Jewerr, CALI-
FORNIA ARTIST, ed. by Elliot Evans, 149-77

Somero, Fr. Angel, 371

Sonoma, 259, 294

Sonoma Mission. See umder Missions, San
Francisco Solano

Sonora, invasion of (1853), 174

Sooy, Neal Van, 384
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Séria, Fr. Rafael de Jesus, 9

Southern Mines, 367, 376

Spear, Thomas G., 272, 279, 280

Spect, Jonas, 349, 369

Spies, Mr. & brother, in S. F. (1849), 161

Squirrels (gray), 297

Stadmuller, Edwin W., 96

Stafford, Daniel, 192

Stair, Alexander, 376

Stanford, Leland, 109, 246, 260

Stanford University, 180

Stanger, Frank Merriman, ed. of “Tue Hos-
PICE” OR “MissioN SAN MATEO,” 247-58; see
also 287

Stanislaus River, mining on (1849), 6o

Stapp, William Preston, 370

Starkey, Janion & Co., 277-78

Star of Oregon, 291

Stearns, Abel, 197, 211, 213, 327, 332, 333

Stebbins, Rev. Horatio, 246

Steele, Joseph, 319, 322, 323, 327, 333, 334

Steinberger, Baron, 171, 176

Steller, George Wilhelm, 219, 221-22

Stent, town of, 375

Stephens, Henry M., 189

Stevenson, Andrew M. and G. Bush, 295

Stevenson, Jonathan D., 160, 163-64

Stevenson, Robert Louis, 179, 180

Stillman, Dr. J. D. B, 279

Stock investments, 228

Stockton, 145, 367

Stockton, State Insane Asylum at, 376

Stuart, Mr. and Mrs. R. R, 287

Sturgis, William, 193

Sullivan’s camp, 54

Summit, 117, 120

Sufiol, Antonio Maria, 218

Sutter’s Fort, 290-291, 293; sketch of, opp.
352; restoration of, 369

Sutter, J. A., 245, 293, 295, 370; portrait of,
opp- 227

Sutter, John A., Jr., 178

Sutter Slough, 349

Sweet potatoes, 371

Swift, Harry G., 96

Taber, Louise, 346

Tameyoshi, Hidaka Keizaburo, 342

Tampico, Mexico, 262, 263, 267

Tatnall, Capt. Josiah, 335, 344

Taylor, Bayard, 254

Taylor, Zachary, 259, 261, 263, 267, 359

INDEX

Tennent, Thomas, 339 ]

Tepic, Mexico, 273-74; cotton factory near,
273

Tequila, Mexico, 270

Teschemacher, H. F., 3309, 344

Texans, in California mines, 351-52

Theatre tent, in Sacramento (1849), 355

~ Theatres and opera houses in S. F.: Adelphi,

106; American, 100; John Apel, 110; Chi-
nese, 97-116; Globe, 111; Jenny Lind, 100;
Lyceum, 109; Metropolitan, 73; McGuire’s
Opera House, 341; “New Idea,” 110; Opera
House, 108; Union, 107-08, 110, 112

“Tue HosPice” or “MissioN SaN Mateo,” by
Frank Merriman Stanger, 247-58

Thomas, Mrs. Helen Marye, 96

Thompson, Alpheus Basil, 215, 322, 324, 332,
333

Thompson, Francis Alexander, 200, 214, 333

Thompson, Robert, 274, 279, 280, 356

Thompson, Mrs. William Henry
Crocker), 96

Throop, Origen B., 226

Tiles, from Mission Soledad, 348

Tinnemann, Mrs. Otto (Sue Parrish), 288

Tokyo (Yedo), 335

Toler, Midshipman Wm. P., 358

Toro, 336

Toupin, J., 125

Towne, Alban N., 118, 121

Townsend, Edward S., 376

Transportation, to mines, 354

Treat, Payson J., 346

Trény, La CavirorNiE DivolLEe, transl. by
Desiré Fricot, 41-68

Tresidder, Donald B., address by, 180

Trinidad Bay, 176

Troy, D. Q., obit. of Fred M. De Witt, gr

Truckee, 117, 119, 121

Tubac-Monterey route, 371

Tucker’s Hall, 344

Tuolumne River, 369, 376

Upper Lake, 297

Uria, Fr. Francisco Javier de, 6, 13

Vaca, Juan Manuel, 295

Vaillant, Clothilde A., 75

Valdes, Dorotea, 5

Vallejo, Mariano Guadalupe, 19, 39, 178, 259,
328, 330, 334

Valparaiso, 331

Van Alen, William Knickerbocker, 229, 245

(Celia
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Vancouver, Ft., 142

Vancouver, George, 250

Van Dykes, in S. F. (1849), 159

Van Nostrand, Jeanne, 286

Vent, 360, 371

Vernon, town of, 349, 369

Vessels: Active, 339, 342, 343; Admitrance,
202; Aforo, 3425 Albatross, 216; Alert, 198,
199, 201, 214, 215, 318 fl.; Alice Tarleton,
279; Alpha, 375, Amphitrite, 192; Argonaut,
189, 366; Auckland, 336; Avon, 318, 324, 331-
33 passim; Ayacucho, 318, 329, 331, 332; Bar-
ham, 154; Barnstable, 201, 202; Bolivar, 322;
Brookline, 193 fI., 304; California, 51, 196-
99 passimi, 201, 217, 301-334 passitn; Callao,
sty Caribean, 336, Catalina, 318, 330, 331,
332; Challenge, 99; China, 1125 Chrysopo-
lis, 338; C. K. McClatchy, 94; Clarion, 216;
Clementine, 318, 327, 332, 334; Cleveland
Forbes, 189; Collooney (Collony, or Co-
looney), 280; Cortez, 103; Crescent City,
535 Crusader, 312, 332; Dhualle, 211, 212, 218;
Don Quixote, 312, 331, 334; Dorotea, 218,
Edward Everett, 370; Europa, 334; Fanny,
259, 274-76 passim; Fennimore Cooper, 336,
337; Flyaway, 1925 Franklin, 203, 215, 216;
Funchal, 217; Gambia, 345; George A. Pope,
04; Grey Eagle, 261, 279; Harbinger, 333;
Henry M. Stephens, 18¢; Honolulu, 358;
Humboldt, 51; Isaac Todd, 375; Jacques-La-
fitte, 66; Kanrin Maru, 335, 337 ff.; Kent,
333; Lackawanna, 346; Lagoda, 315, 325, 332,
3345 Leonor, 318, 324, 331-33 passim; Loriot,
318, 3325 Lugari, 1925 Louisiana, 261, 279;
Manila galleon (San Carlos Borroméo), 219,
221, 223, 2243 Maraquita, 313, 3325 Maria
Esther, 205, 206, 216, 217; Monsoon, 201;
Obio, 58; Oregon, s1; Orion, 372; Panama,
st; Pandore, 61; Pilgrim, 198, 199, 214, 315
ff.; Plant, 196, 197, 213, 301 ff.; Pocahontas,
301, 306, 330; Powbhatan, 335, 337 ff.; Rasse-
las, 333; Rosa, 318, 332; Rowver, 217, 332;
Roxana, 197, 198, 309, 310, 311, 331; Sachen,
193, 194, 307, 3103 St. Paul, 219, 225; St. Peter,
2255 San Blasena, 279, 280; San Carlos, 372,
San Carlos Borroméo, 219, 221, 225; Sarah
@ Carolina, 326, 333, 334; Slough City, 367;
Smyrna, 308; Susan E. Owens, 376; Tasso,
202; Thomas Nowlan, 206, 210, 216, 217;
Thomas Walters, 259, 261, 279; Volunteer,
305, 331; Vulture, 216; Waverly, 217, Wash-

399

ington, 203, 215, 217; William Little, 301,
330; W. L. Capps, 189

Vessels, foreign, in S. F. Bay (1849), 56

Viander, José, 210, 217

Victoria, Gen. Manuel, 197, 303-05 passim,
330-31 passim

Victoria, Queen, gold nugget presented to, 58

Vigilance Committee, S. F. (1851), 172, 177

Virmond, Henry, 206, 209, 216, 217, 305, 331,
332, 333
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The Mission of Nuestra Senora de la Soledad

By Frances Ranp SmitH

THE FOUNDING

DOPTING the idea which Your Reverence advanced in your report of Sep-
tember 22 last, I have agreed that there shall be established in New California
two missions, one in the valley called Soledad, between those of San Antonio
and San Carlos, close to the river of Monterey [Salinas River], and the other .. . on
the spot called Santa Cruz. . . . In order that this . . . may be carried out as quickly as
possible, I beg and charge Your Reverence to name four religious who shall found
and serve the missions. They should leave the capital in time so as not to lose the
first opportunity of a ship that makes the voyage to Monterey. For that purpose, on
this day, I issue orders to the ministers of the Royal Treasury at the capital, and direct
them to deliver to the sindico of your Apostolic College 2,800 pesos for the necessary
goods and for traveling expenses for said four religious to the port of San Blas, to
whose commissary 1 give orders for their embarkation and for the subsistence which
they are to receive during the voyagel ...

So wrote the Viceroy Revilla Gigedo on October 31, 1789, to Father
Matias Antonio de Noriega, acting superior of the Franciscan College of
San Fernando in Mexico City. Father Noriega had served at San Carlos
and doubtless had acquired a knowledge of the valley through personal
observation. In his letter of September 22 to the viceroy, he undoubtedly
had used the name Soledad.? There is some uncertainty concerning its
origin. Father Pedro Font’s explanation is that “they gave it this name
because in the first expedition of Portola they asked an Indian his name
and he replied, ‘Soledad,’ or so it sounded to them.”

Following the decision of the viceroy that the new mission should be
established, a transcript of his letter was forwarded by Father Noriega to
Father Presidente Fermin de Lasuén. This was received by Lasuén on Au-
gust 2, 1790. The ship which bore the message also bore the religious for
the new fields. From among them Father Lasuén selected Father Mariano
Rubi to be one of the first two priests of Soledad; the other was to be
Father Diego Garcia.4

The viceroy’s wish that the founding of the mission might be brought
about quickly could not be fulfilled because the necessary vestments and
church furnishings had not arrived. Lasuén and his priests passed through
a period of waiting from August 2, 1790, to July 15, 1791, for the viceroy
must be notified of the unavoidable delay.

Father Lasuén, however, did not remain inactive. “I asked and obtained
from the commandant of this presidio,” he wrote, “the necessary aid for
exploring anew the region of Soledad, and there was chosen a site having
some advantages over the two previously considered.”® Lasuén’s letter

I
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does not state where the sites first chosen were situated or by whom they
were selected.

The new site which Father Lasuén had decided upon was familiar to
the natives of Monterey, for on the twenty-ninth of September 1791 a
party of Indians started for a native village which was called Chuttusgelis,®
to prepare a shelter for Lasuén and the priests who were to accompany
him. Father Lasuén wrote: “Today eleven Indians have departed from
here with tools to construct a shelter at Soledad for the padres and the
supplies.”” In this statement is the first reference to Soledad as a site.

A ship arrived in July 1791 bringing a message from the viceroy to the
effect that in time ornamentos would be sent, but in the meantime the
needed articles should be borrowed from other establishments.8 ILasuén
accordingly sent a circular to the padres of the other missions, asking for
furnishings.?

After receiving the final instructions from the viceroy, Fathers Lasuén,
Antonio Sitjar, Diego Garcia, and Lieutenant José Argiiello journeyed
over the trail to the place previously chosen by Lasuén as the site of the
mission. The spot was blessed and consecrated, and finally Father Lasuén
raised the cross among the natives of Chuttusgelis and, adapting the name
which had been given to the valley and district, now formally bestowed
upon the mission the name “Nuestra Sefiora de la Soledad.”

Father Lasuén’s own record of the founding was inscribed on the title
page of the Baptismal Register of the Mission. It reads as follows:

Viva Jesus. First Book of Baptisms of this Mission of Most Holy Mary, Our Lady
of Solitude, Founded at the expense of the Catholic King of Spain, Don Carlos IV . ..
and by order of the Excellent Conde de Revilla Gigedo, Viceroy, Governor, and
Captain General of New Spain, on the site called by the natives Chuttusgelis, but by
us, since the recent expeditions into the country—La Soledad. It was commenced on
Sunday, October g, 1791. On this day I, the undersigned Presidente of these Missions
of New California, entrusted by his Majesty to the Apostolic College of San Fernando
de Mexico, with the assistance of the Rev. Fathers and Preachers Apostolic, Fr. Buena-
ventura Sitjar, missionary of the Mission of San Antonio de Padua, and Fr. Diego
Garcia, destined for this mission; of the licutenant-commander of the presidio of
Monterey, Don Joseph de Argiiello; of the soldiers of the guard and of various
Indians;—I blessed water and the site, and a great Cross which we planted and venerated.
We immediately chanted the Litany of All Saints and the Te Deum, and then I fol-
lowed singing the holy Mass, during which I preached on the Titular Mystery and
exhorted all to cooperate toward such good work . . .

This place, then, is constituted a mission dedicated in honor of the Most Sorrowful
Mystery of the Solitude of Most Holy Mary, Our Lady. In virtue of the faculty
received from the Apostolic College of the Propagation of the Faith of San Fernando
de Mexico, I named as its first missionaries the Rev. Fathers Preachers Apostolic, Fr.
Diego Garcia of the Provincia de Los Angeles, and Fr. Mariano Rubi of the Provincia
de Mallorca.—Fr. FErmIN Francisco pe LASuiN.10
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THE MISSIONARIES AND GROWTH OF THE MISSION

Father Lasuén not only had devoted much time and given serious
thought to the selection of a site which in his mind commanded the
.approaches to the natural roadways of the surrounding country but had
given serious consideration to the choice of men to whom might be en-
trusted the establishment and upbuilding of the mission. Upon Diego
Garcia, mentioned above, fell the honor of being the first to be chosen.
Mariano Rubi, who arrived in Monterey on August 2, 1790, met with
delay in his appointment and did not join Garcia as a coworker until the
mission was founded. With Diego Garcia and Mariano Rubi chosen as
missionaries, immediate occupation by the Spaniards followed.

Plans for the new buildings and their relative positions were drawn,
and sites for orchards, vineyards and irrigation channels were selected.
The Indians became road builders, masons, and workers in the fields and
vineyards of Soledad. Trails leading to the best of the wooded districts
were selected in order that the finest timber might be used in constructing
the buildings. As the living quarters and houses for the manufacture of
equipment were to be built from the soil, a method of construction must
be taught the natives.

Garcia and Rubi were joined by Fr. Bartolomé Gili, who had lived for
a short time at Mission San Antonio, and Garcia soon withdrew to that
mission. Part of the responsibility of building Mission Soledad should
have rested upon Gili and Rubi, but the lack of interest and shiftlessness
which they showed leads one to believe that the guidance of Lasuén was
still needed in the organization of the mission. Although they had been
chosen for the upbuilding of a new community, this honor had not ap-
pealed to them, and almost 1mmedlately Lasuén realized they could not
become adapted to a single part of the terrltory of New Spam Father
Zephyrin has published the following interesting quotation from Lasuén’s
correspondence in regard to this matter:

What T have reported as to the haste with which they should leave here culminates
in the supreme and extreme disgust both with this occupation and with the country.
The one and the other confessed this publicly without any disguise whatever. . . .
What other remedy than to let them depart? If not, what good would minds serve
here which are thoroughly saturated with unconcealed dislike for everything that is
done here? Always grumbling, always restless; agreeing with no one and not even
with each other! These discords, and they were mutual between the two, as well as
each with Fr. Diego Garcia, when they were with him alternately, came to the knowl-
edge of the people. . . 11

Father Lasuén knew that the influence of these men unfortunately was
far reaching. In addition, Soledad was not the place for the discipline of
priests, nor had Lasuén the time to devote to such matters. Mexico offered
the only refuge for them, and they departed.’*
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Rubfi’s stay at Mission Soledad was short, and it is doubtful whether
any good came from his brief sojourn there. Bancroft states that “Garcia
left Soledad in February 179z, but he returned, serving there from De-
becember 1792 to March 1796, when he was transferred to San Fran-
cisco.”® The priests who followed Gili and Rub{ at Soledad were: José
de la Cruz Espi, 1794-95; José Manuel Martiarena, 1795—97; Baltasar
Carnicer, 1797-98; and Antonio Jaime (from March 1796) and Mariano
Payeras (from November 1798) to the end of the decade.!*

Lasuén’s policy of removing undesirable men from his field in Cali-
fornia resulted in the strengthening of the mission interests generally. The
following statistics show the progress in population, the development of
agriculture, and the increase of stock at Mission Soledad during the first
nine years of its existence: The 11 converts listed at the end of 1791 had
increased to 493 by 1800. By the latter year, baptisms had aggregated
704, deaths 224, and marriages 164. From 194 head, the large livestock
had increased to 1,383, and small stock from 213 to 3,024. The agricultural
yield, which was 525 bushels in 1792 and only 350 in 1794, Was 2,000 in
1797, and 2,600 in 1800, making a total yield for the decade of 14,800
bushels.’® The fact that supplies valued at §418 were sent to the Presidio
of Monterey in 1796 indicates a very certain prosperity.¢

As dwellings and storehouses were the first requisite, it is probable
that these buildings were well on toward completion prior to 1797 when
the community is recorded as possessing “an adobe church with roof of
straw.”” It was during the year previous to this that Antonio Jaime
arrived and found the Indians busily engaged in making adobe bricks and
transporting them to the gradually rising walls of their place of worship.
With the completion of the church, affairs apparently proceeded in a
satisfactory manner, as there are no reports of unrest among the Indians
or of a depletion of food supplies.

Mariano Payeras, who had assisted Fr. Jaime, left that field in 1803 and
was succeeded by Florencio Ibafiez.'®

- Ibafiez had been there but one year when the community was seized
with its first epidemic, the result of which was most disastrous. All the
attention that Jaime and Ibafiez could bestow upon them did not alleviate
the fears of the poor natives, and they fled in despair. The mission was
desolate indeed, for not an Indian remained. This was recorded on Feb-
ruary s, 180z. Not many days elapsed before their return, for it was stated
on February 11, that five or six deaths were occurring daily.' Again in
1806 an epidemic occurred at the mission, but the distress incident to it
was met and again alleviated by the priests. It is to the credit of Fathers
Jaime and Ibafiez that the population in 1805 is recorded as 727 neophytes.?°

It would be interesting to know the occupations which Father Jaime
found most conducive to the welfare of the Indians, for no new buildings
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were reported until 1808, when another church was commenced.

During the term of Ibafiez, the death of Governor José Joaquin de
Arrillaga occurred at Soledad. While traveling in the province the gov-
ernor had been driven by serious illness to take shelter in the mission,
where every kindness and care were administered by Ibafiez. On July
25, 1814, he died, and according to his request he was buried in the center
of the church.2* An account of the funeral was recorded in the following

quaint manner by Dorotea Valdes:

Q. Do you remember the funeral of Gov. Arrillaga?

Answer. I do. His excellency lies buried in the ex-mission of Soledad, his funeral
was a very imposing one, and was witnessed by hundreds of good citizens of Spain,
the missionaries of four missions, a great many indians, and every soldier belonging
then to the Presidio of Monterey—at his funeral José el Cantor and upward of four
hundred neophytes kept up a continuous singing of the #zserere. By way of digres-
sion I will observe, that José el Cantor, though then a young indian was an excellent
singer, understood music and latin of the church as well as any priest. After Governor
Arrillaga was buried, a monument was raised over his grave, and during many years
afterwards on the 2nd day of November hundreds of indians and many white men
and women visited his grave for the purpose of placing flowers over it. The mission
of Soledad is now in ruins, only a part of the church exists, yet I can point out the
place where Arrillaga was buried, for T have often prayed in front of his tomb.22

On November 26, 1818, Father Jaime lost his associate Ibafiez. Fr. Vi-
cente Francisco Sarria, assisted by Jaime, conducted the service, and Ibafiez
was buried the following day in the church.

In a report of 1817 Prefect Sarria pronounced Ibafiez a missionary of mediocre
ability, who could be relied on only for masses and like routine duties except in cases
of urgent necessity. The criticism seems to have been directed chiefly against his lack
of success as a doctrinal preacher and instructor of Indians; and it was attributed by
Ibafiez himself to his ignorance of the native language. In matters connected with
temporal management he seems to have been very active and intelligent. In person he
was tall, broad-shouldered, and of great strength. In character he was noted for his
kindness to all of low estate or whom he deemed in any way oppressed. He was fond
of teaching the soldiers of the escolta to read and write; and never tired of instructing
the neophytes in work and music. He seems to have had an inclination, or an affecta-
tion, to show on every possible occasion his regard for the poor and lowly, and his
disregard for those of higher position. Nothing in the way of food was too good
for a private soldier; but to officers Ibafiez rarely showed even courtesy, feeding them
from the common pozolero, and declaring that they had their pay and might live on it.
It was sometimes hinted by him that he had left Sonora on account of a personal
quarrel with an officer, which may account for his strange prejudice. Yet Arrillaga
and Ibafiez were always firm friends, having known each other in the south. . . .

In his last illness the friar refused to excuse himself from any of the duties imposed by
his church or order. Sarria, who was serving as chaplain at the camp on the Salinas,
hastened to Soledad to perform the last sad offices for the old missionary, and to
leave in the mission record a narrative of his life and virtues.23

When Pablo Vicente Sola, as governor, in 1819 called upon the missions
to furnish supplies for the presidios, from Soledad were forwarded funds
for repairs at Monterey, blankets woven by the Indians, and other sup-
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plies.** Fr. Mariano Payeras, the comisario-prefecto, felt that a growing
demand would be unjust and cited the increase of natives in his report
to the viceroy in 1821: “Many gentiles are now coming in troops from
the Tulares and from other regions, as the report of the year proves, in
order to join the missions and become Christians. How, will the missionary
keep them unless the goods of the community which His Majesty has
entrusted to him for that very purpose be at his disposal?”’23

Father Jaime saw the necessity of not only supplying his own commu-
nity but also of facing the demands of the government for supplies when
needed.

After the death of Ibafez, Father Jaime remained alone and unassisted
among the Indians until Juan Cabot arrived in 1820. His efficient super-
vision at Soledad continued until 1821, when he left the mission.2¢ Father
Cabot remained until 1824. .

From 1824 to 1828, Father Francisco Javier de Uria served at the mis-
sion, and it was during his term at Soledad that an eleccion de partido was
held in Monterey on November 19, 1826. This was the result of the oath
of independence taken by the padres and neophytes on May 5, 1822. The
election of Juan de Dios as the first representative and voter from the
Mission of Soledad was described by the chief alcalde, Gerénimo, in his
record of the election of 1826.

At the mission of Nra. Sra. de la Soledad, this day, Sunday Nov. 19, 1826, I, the
Chief Alcalde Gerénimo, last night summoned the people for them all to come to the
church; and all being assembled, we attended our mass and commended ourselves to
the Virgin to give us a good heart, that we may do what the comandante of the pre-
sidio has directed us. After hearing the mass we went out of the church, and being
together with all the people, I named Sr. Simon Cota, who can write, as my secretary,
and chose two scrutators, Odilon Quepness and Felipe de Jesus; and out of all the
people eleven were set aside as the comandante prescribes, and all the people retired
except the eleven, whose names are . . . and they talked among themselves who of all
the men of the mission they would send to Monterey. Three wanted Fernando, one
was in favor of Isidro, two preferred Valentin, and four Juan de Dios; and all the
ten concluded that Juan de Dios was the one that God desires to go to the comandante
of Monterey, and hold himself subject to his orders. And this is to be known by all
the people, and this paper we all that are here present will sign, affixing thereto a
cross because we cannot write; and Juan de Dios will carry it with him. -

(Here are the crosses.) Before me, Simon Cota, secretary of the junta.27

In a letter written to Herrera the following note of despair was sounded
by Father Urfa: “Would that God willed that my desire, for which 1
prayed him these fourteen years through the Poor Souls, might be realized.
It is that these missions might be secularized, so that we Fathers might
not be the stumbling block.”?® Father Zephyrin Engelhardt has added,
“By this secularization Fr. Uria of course meant only the transfer of the
Missions to the bishop and of the property to the Indians. Confiscation as
the Californians planned was out of the question.”®® It is not known that
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Soledad as yet had given any evidence of the general unrest of the times.

Education at the mission had been confined to the teaching of agricul-
ture, the making of instruments, the tanning of leather, and the construc-
tion of buildings; an educational system was not begun until Pedro Cabot,
brother of Juan, succeeded Uria. On April 22, 1829, Cabot wrote to Gov-
ernor José Marfa Echeandia, asking for funds with which to establish a
school and employ a teacher. The friar faced a difficulty, for the care of
the fields and other occupations kept the young people from turning to
matters of education.®°

To this prosperous but still unpretentious mission Father Vicente Fran-
cisco Sarria came in 182¢9. Father Sarria had been sent to California in
1809 after serving four years at the College of San Fernando, and spent the
next ten years at San Carlos Mission. From 1813-19 and again from
182330 he held the office of comisario prefecto of the missions and was
president from 1823-25.3' Definite reasons may be given for his abode
at Soledad, which became vital to the governments of both state and
church. Allegiance to the Mexican Republic Father Sarria would not
swear at the command of either Governor Echeandia or the antagonistic
Ramoén Arizpe, minister of justice and ecclesiastical affairs.32 Sarria wrote:
“I have not the courage to take more oaths, not out of discontent with the
independence, nor for any other disagreeable motive, but because I am of
the opinion that oaths have become mere playthings.”** Then came a
tangle of affairs of which Echeandia was not master. Engelhardt writes:
“He excused himself for not executing the order of expulsion, on the
ground that if the Fr. Prefect were compelled to leave California the rest
of the dissatisfied religious, who formed the majority, would also depart.?*
Because of lack of substitutes, it did not appear feasible to send Sarria to
the Sandwich Islands or to the newly styled Republic of the United States
of Mexico, so Soledad became his habitation.

Sarria’s coming apparently arrested, or possibly prevented for a time,
the depreciation felt in other missions, for it has been stated that “the decline
of Soledad was less rapid than that of other northern missions in several
respects, and in population it now surpassed four others.”??

Alfred Robinson, in telling of his visit to Soledad, describes Father Sarrfa:

It was near sundown when we arrived and dismounted at the door of La Soledad.
The gloomiest, bleakest, and most abject-looking spot in all California!

This mission was founded in 1791; and, although it presents a very unpromising
aspect to the traveller from the gloominess of its exterior, its interior exhibits a strik-
ing contrast. A pious old man controls its concerns, and pours out to his guests with
free hospitality the abundance thereof. His charities, his goodness, and meekness of
character are proverbial; and to have known old Padre Seria [sic] was a happiness
indeed. For many years he was Prefect of the Missions, and still exercised this function
while attending to the spiritual, as well as the temporal affairs of his own establish-
ment. In the kindness of his heart, he gave me a letter of introduction to the priests
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of the other Missions, requesting their assistance and hospitality during my journey.36

Father Sarria, whom Father Zephyrin Engelhardt considered “probably
the most esteemed of missionaries,” faced confiscation of property and
rights both religious and personal. Secularization, which Sarrfa had so
vigorously opposed, had gained a stronghold which established it far be-
yond a matter of controversy. The power of government for the time lay
without the Church. In his latter years Sarria was surrounded by discour-
agement and the deprivation of all but the few local Indians to whom, when
strength permitted, he administered every benefit of the church and its
religion. From Soledad he wrote to the governor: “The condition in which
we missionaries find ourselves is deplorable already and it is turning into
desolation.”37

Bowed down with the grief of despair, Sarria, at the age of sixty-four,
died at the Mission of Soledad, on Sunday, May 24, 1835.3® Possibly be-
cause of the ruin, or at least threatened neglect, of the mission, Sarria’s
body was carried to Mission San Antonio de Padua and buried “in the mis-
sion church, on the epistle side of the presbytery in the sepulchre nearest
the wall.”®

Bancroft’s account of Sarria’s career, which was selected by Engelhardt
as most fitting for his own publication, may well be quoted here:

[Fr. Sarria] proved himself as prelate the worthy successor of Serra, Lasuén, and
Tapis. . . . He was a scholarly, dignified, and amiable man; not prone to controversy,
yet strong in argument, clear and earnest in the expression of his opinions; . . . devoted
to his faith and to his order; strict in the observance and enforcement of Franciscan
rules, and conscientious in the performance of every duty; yet liberal in his views on
ordinary matters, clear-headed in business affairs, and well liked by all who came in
contact with him. As prefect, no Californian friar could have done better, since in
the misfortunes of his cloth he never lost either temper or courage. Declining as a
loyal Spaniard to accept republicanism, P. Sarria was arrested in 1825, and his exile
ordered; but his arrest, which lasted about five years, was merely nominal, and the
order of exile, though never withdrawn and several times renewed, was never enforced.
.. . He lived quietly at Soledad, which he declined to leave in 1834 when the northern
missions were given up to the Zacatecanos, especially as no resident missionary was
assigned to this mission. Thus he was the last of the Fernandinos in the north, dying
just before the secularization which put an end to the Franciscan régime. He died
suddenly . . . without receiving the final sacraments. Padre Mercado declared that his
violent death was due to the want of food, and the tradition became somewhat preva-
lent that he died through neglect of the administrator . . . I do not credit Mercado’s
charges, or believe that there was an administrator in California who would have mal-
treated a missionary so widely known and loved.40

The passing of Sarria marked conspicuously the scattering of interests
at Soledad. No resident minister presided at the mission, but Padre Jests
Maria Vasquez del Mercado, of San Antonio, as late as 1834, began visits
in order that he might attend to the spiritual interests of the mission.!

Bancroft records the following history of Soledad between 1834 and

1840:
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There was but slight loss in population or in live-stock down to 1834, though crops
were very small; but later Indians, animals, and property of all kinds rapidly disap-
peared. The population was about three hundred in 1834; and in 1840 it had dwindled
to about 70, with perhaps as many more scattered in the district. The debt was large,
and there were left only 45 cattle, 25 horses, and 865 sheep, though the inventory of
1835 had shown an estate valued at $36,000 besides the church property. Secularization
was effected in 1835 by Nicolds Alviso, and the successive administrators were José
M. Aguila, Salvador Espinosa, and Vicente Cantda. At the end of the decade the
establishment was on the verge of dissolution, and I am not sure that the final order
was not issued before the end of the last year.42

In 1834 Governor Figueroa authorized the enactment of confiscation of
the missions by the legislative assembly. The regulations, as noted in the
Reglamento Provisional, were communicated to the priests on November
4, 1834, and in the following manner prescribed the rank of Soledad:
“Art. 2. As curacies of the first class shall be regarded the two united
settlements . . . San Antonio with Soledad . . .”

Fr. José Maria de Jestis Gonzales Rubio, vice comisario for the Zacatecan
missions and also presidente in California in 1840, wrote to Father Rafael
de Jestis Séria the following account of the missions:

“I have nothing encouraging to announce: All is destruction, all is misery, humili-
ation and despair. Only six years have sufficed not only to annihilate the missions,
but also to destroy in us every hope of restoring these establishments reared at the
cost of so much toil and sacrifice. The evil to-day is certainly irreparable . . .

“I pass on now to say something about our churches. At present, they are poor,
unsuitable, humiliated and almost at the mercy of the majordomos, the majority of
whom are very rude and possess little piety, and all with regard to the means in their
care, very much restricted in providing what is needed for the support of Divine
Worship and of the missionaries . . . All seems to be left to the discretion of the
majordomo.

Such is the law, but even when the practice is in conformity with it, what can we
expect from establishments the majority of which are almost ruined? Some like
Soledad . . . are almost as though they had ceased to exist.”43

The inhabitants of Soledad had cause to complain of the majordomos as
soon as the mission was affected by secularization. Nicolas Alviso of this
period was followed by José M. Aguila, who in turn was succeeded De-
cember 31, 1836, by Salvador Espinosa. William E. P. Hartnell found that
Espinosa had not gained favor at the mission, and in 1840 he was suc-
ceeded by Vicente Cantda.**

The condition of Soledad could hardly be thought otherwise than hope-
less when in 1843 it was considered extinct by the fathers of the Zaca-
tecans.*s .

That there might be no chance of the missions’ rising in a final effort to
sustain themselves, Governor Pio Pico, on May 28, 1845, framed and
passed through his assemblymen the decree for the “Renting of Some and
for the Converting of Other Missions into Pueblos”:

Article 1. The departmental government shall, by means of a proclamation which
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it will publish, call together the neophytes of the missions of San Rafael, Doldres,
Soleddd, San Miguel, and La Purisima, which are abandoned by them, allowing them
the term of one month from the day of its publication in their respective missions,
or in those nearest them; and they are to be informed that, if they fail to do so, said
missions will be declared to be without owners, and the assembly and the depart-
mental government will dispose of them as may best suit the general good of the
department.46

Accordingly, on October 28, 1845, a proclamatlon was issued which
began as follows:

Pio Pico, Governor ad interim of the Department was of the Californias, to the
Inhabitants thereof. Know Ye: That, in order to give due fulfilment to the resolution
of the Excellent Departmental Assembly of the 28th of May last, relative to the leasing
and alienating of the Missions, and being authorized by the aforesaid Excellent Body,
I have thought proper to issue the following

Reglamento for the Sale and Leasing of the Missions. . . .

Article 1. There will be sold at this capital, to the highest bidder, the Missions of
San Rafaél, Doléres, Soledad, San Miguél, and La Purisima, which are abandoned by
their neophytes.4?

On the fourth of June, 1846, Feliciano Sobranes purchased the mission

property for the sum of $800.48

LAND CLAIMS PERTAINING TO THE MISSION

The valuation of the mission property reached its height in 1835, in
spite of the demoralizing influence of the secularization period. The
estate of nearly 9,000 acres, not including the church, was appralsed then
at $36,000. The era of prosperity at the mission was passmg, however,
for there was a rapid decline in all lines of production. An inventory taken
in 1845 gave to the buildings, furniture, garden with twenty-one fruit
trees, and one league of land, a value of $2,494; and “there may have been
twenty Indians in the vicinity.”#® In 1846 the entire mission property,
including the mission buildings, the yard, orchard, vineyard, and agri-
cultural land to the extent of two square miles passed into the hands of
Feliciano Soberanes for the trifling sum of $800.00. The date of this trans-
action given by Engelhardt as the fourth of June 1846, differs from the
statement in Vol. A, Patents, which places the sale on “the Fourth day of
January Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and forty-six.”** This
was the first sale of the property. It was made by the provisional governor,
Pio Pico, and the property was listed as a private land claim.

In 1851 “An Act to Ascertain and Settle the Private I.and Claims in the
State of California” was passed by the Congress of the United States. As
Soberanes held possession only in the form of a Mexican grant from Pio
Pico, he filed a petition in San Francisco on January 22, 1853, in the United
States District Court, in order that he might secure a title under the Act of
Congress of 1851. Under the new provision the Soberines property was
to be called the Ex-Mission of Soledad; and on July 17, 1855, title to all
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of his possession became valid, with one exception. When the Soberanes
petition was filed on January 22, 1853, it was followed by one from Joseph
Sadoc Alemany, Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Monterey,
dated February 19, 1853.52 “A decree or decision having been taken by
appeal to the District Court of the United States,” it was provided that
title to the church buildings and other rights, including 34.47 acres of
land, be given the Catholic Church. This vested all rights in Bishop Ale-
many and his successors “in trust for the religious purposes and uses to
which the same have been respectively appropriated . . .” This patent was
granted by the authority of President James Buchanan in November 1859.5*

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE MISSION

Age has given an aspect of unusual ruin to Mission Soledad and has
blurred the history of the old adobe buildings in the minds of those who
would recognize the purpose for which they were intended.

The gray walls were simple in proportion, low in structure, and gave
to the architecture of the mission an appearance quite as pleasing as the
buildings to be found in the villages of Spain. In contrast to the soft gray
walls were the richer and varied shades of the tiles. But color was not
the only mode of decoration, for the rounded tiles and their radiating
lines added a subtle charm to the harmony of line, form, and color.

The plan of Soledad called for the arrangement of the houses about two
courts, the smaller one undoubtedly representing the first group of build-
ings constructed. (Plates 6 and 8.)>* Evidence of the inner lines of the
smaller court today is entirely lacking in the northwestern and southeast-
ern boundaries. The northern section is still rudely outlined by broken
walls, while the southern boundary is hardly traceable. Parts of the walls
of the court are to be seen in Plate 6, and in Plates ¢, 10 and 11.%

The time required for building the majority of the rooms about one
large court is not known, but it is likely that the construction was carried
on at different periods. The eastern, western, and southern borders were
the low and simple adobe building characteristic of the Indian dwelling in
the missions. (Plate 6.) Part of the northern border was flanked with a
long corridor, each end the approach to churches built at different pe-
riods. (Plate 8.) The customary arrangement for the priests in the other
missions was used at Soledad, the living rooms and sleeping quarters of the
fathers occupying the principal part of the buildings which faced the
corridor. (Plate 8.) Many sightseers who have visited this mission have
considered it so unpretentious as to be uninteresting and have passed on to
more impressive examples of mission architecture. Others have visualized
the great plaza from which were to be seen the mountains which Portola
beheld when many years ago he looked out over the valley from the site
which was later named Soledad. Nor should it be forgotten that the old
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roadway leading from Monterey to the Missions farther south and border-
ing the Salinas River passed in front of the mission corridor. (Plate 6.)

The Mission of Soledad had grown from day to day until the plazas
were completed and outlined with adobe houses. The quarters of the re-
siding priests, with corridor and court, were pleasing in appearance, and
the walls of a church flanked a part of the mission.

Utility and compactness undoubtedly were uppermost in the mind of
Father Lasuén when plans were first considered for the buildings and the
grounds surrounding the mission. These structures, Spanish in design,
were to take the place of the rustic huts of the natives and provide occu-
pation for the Indian population whom the priests would gather about
them. No contemporary accounts picture the neophytes as idle in those
days. Back in the mountain districts were the men who understood the
selection of timber best adapted for heavy and massive construction, and
as no transportation was available other than manpower, the hewed logs
were carried in relays to the mission. Many of the Indians were employed
in the moulding of bricks, of which countless numbers were prepared and
dried by the sun and wind. When the walls were completed, the timbers
that had been hewn from the pine forests and transported to the spot
were set in place for the roof. The span was covered with a network of
rushes plastered with mud, and upon this was placed the outer covering
of straw which formed the roof of the first mission.?® For the tiled roof
of the later buildings, the natives gathered from the river banks great
quantities of willows, which were then woven together in parallel sections
and, held strongly with rawhide strips, formed a foundation for a bed of
mortar upon which the overlapping tiles were placed.

Hittell has written, “An adobe church was in progress (in 1793) which
appears to have been finished before the end of 1797.7%7

In 1808, which was but eleven years after the completion of the first
church, another edifice, long and narrow and with thatched roof, was
built. It is supposed that the first church faced the southeastern end of
the corridor, and it is probable that the sites of the two churches were
the same, as it is known that the second edifice faced the eastern part of
the corridor. (Plate 8.) A similar method of reconstruction was used at
the Mission of Carmel when the old church that had been occupied by
Serra and Crespi gave place to the more important building known as
the great stone church of today. Mr. William A. Richardson, of Salinas,
a cousin of Panfilo Soberines (son of Feliciano) was familiar with the
later years of Mission Soledad, as he was born in Monterey in 1842. The
second church, he states, was located upon the eastern side of the court.
This would place the entrance to the building at the southeastern end of
the corridor. George Wharton James has written of an arch which un-
doubtedly was the entrance to the church. This may have stood as a con-
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tinuation of the front wall, or it may have been in line with the supports
of the corridor. This arch, as well as three or four beams, remained in
1904, the roof having fallen in 1874.58 The second edifice built at Soledad
served its purpose for thirty or forty years, when its deterioration set in.>
Within these walls were heard the sermons of Fathers Florencio Ibafiez,
Antonio Jaime, Juan Cabot and Francisco Uria, all men who were fitted
for tasks which required courage and insight for the constantly increasing
problems of the day. It should be borne in mind that this church was
the resting place of Governor Arrillaga and that here was heard the sing-
ing of the Miserere by José el Cantor and four hundred Indians.

The site of the altar where these men worshipped is still to be found in
the ruins and is recognizable by a low wall. Here on a Sunday morning
Father Sarria worshipped with his people.

In 1846 the church commenced in 1808 was considered beyond repair.%
According to Vicente Gomez, “the buildings were in ruins, and it was a
desolate looking place . . .6

Mr. Richardson has stated that Feliciano Soberanes served for a time as
administrator of the mission while Alvarado was governor. At this time
when there appeared to be no means of arresting the ruin of the establish-
ment, Soberanes became the possessor of the mission lands (Plate 7)% and
began to erect the church which stands at the southwestern corner of
the buildings as they are known today. (Plate 8.)

George Wharton James has written the following:

It is claimed by the Soberanes family in Soledad that the present ruins of the church
are of the building erected about 1850 by their grandfather. The family lived in a
house just southwest of the Mission, and there this grandfather was born. He was
baptized, confirmed, and married in the old church, and when, after secularization,
the Mission property was offered for sale he purchased it. As the church, in the
years of pitiful struggle for possession of its temporalities, had been allowed to go to
ruin, this true son of the church erected the building, the ruins of which now bring
sadness to the hearts of all who care.63

If the dimensions of this church are compared with those of the larger
mission edifices it would be proper to give the building the rank of a chapel.
Plate 14 shows clearly the foundation made of cobblestones upon which
were built the walls three feet in thickness. Plates 12 and 13 represent the
building as it stood unimpaired, with the exception of the break in the roof
which may have been caused by faulty construction.®* The heavy tiles
had dropped away from the eaves, and the projecting timbers gave no
protection, as they formerly had done, to the front of the chapel.

It is not known how extensively tiles were used in the mission, but in
times past many roof tiles in broken fragments were scattered about the
mission. The tile used upon the roof was 1’ 10%” in length with ends
measuring 9%” in width by 44" in depth and 7” in width by 31" in
depth, respectively. The floor tile measured 5% square by 1” in depth.®®
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In Plates 11 and 13 are to be seen the western elevation of the chapel.
It is to be assumed that ruin spread rapidly over the little chapel, for the
pictures all show in a marked degree an element of destruction. The
photograph taken by Mrs. Hare (Plate 14) presents clearly the roughness
of the adobe surface and the uneven plaster which was used for the outer
surface. The plaster protected the adobe bricks from moisture and gave
a certain finish which would have been lacking in the sombre color of
the unfinished wall.

Another valuable photograph is Plate 15. This interior is of the same
period as Mrs. Hare’s photograph of the exterior of the same building.
In this picture may be seen the entrance with the upper framework of
heavy timber, the massive wall with its fragment of interior plaster, the
beam which originally tied the walls and aided in the support of the roof,
and the fragments of tiles which cluttered the floor of the chapel 66 Tt was
about this time that Prof. William Russell Dudley visited the mission and
entered the following 1nterest1ng description of the chapel in his diary:
Jan. 1, 1806.

Drove down to Soledad Mission about 5-6 miles. We follow Soledad sta. road for
3% miles, then turn north along the foot hills; after three miles we enter a gulch and
ride along a ranch road with eucalyptus; then turn to left and in the middle of a
plain field not far from the willowy border of the Arroyo Seco which has not yet
found the Salinas, stands more or less extensive ruins of the adobe houses fully 1 mile
square. Some are only heaps of dust, but the walls around the old quadrangle are still
standing for most part. At the N.W. corner is the old church, small, constructed
wholly of adobe and with roof fallen in. The timbers were redwood and fir or pine,
the thatch was of willow, the half cylindrical tile was over this. The willow thatch
had the leaves of the twigs stll clinging. But as they were protected from wind
and rains, they may have dated from many years back.67

There is little that may be written of the interior of the chapel. The
plaster upon the inside walls had its place as a decorative feature, and
appears as a more even surface than the exterior of the building. The only
decoration appears to have been in the altar. The rail had for its design
a pattern similar to that in the San Antonio Mission. It is said the altar
stood quite complete in 1882.

From the square and rather rudely constructed window of the church
was to be seen a portion of the corridor which the photograph taken about
1882 (Plate 16) shows in a tottering stage.®® The tiles which had pro-
jected three feet and had carried the drainage to a safe distance are upon
the ground, leaving exposed long, slender branches of willow upon which
the tiles rested. Some of the branches had also fallen to the ground, leaving
a completely demolished section of the corridor.

Henry Chapman Ford, in describing Soledad, stated that “the corridor

. was supported by wooden columns, instead of the more usual arches
of masonry.”®® These columns or shafts were cut with square corners and
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apparently had no other foundation than the ground. They might be
termed pillars, as they carried a simple block which had the function of
a capital. Upon this block rested the heavy beam which met at a right
angle the lighter supports of the tiled roof. The lower corners of the
blocks or capitals were cut in curves, a type of support which was in use
also in Missions San José and San Juan Bautista. No other mode of decora-
tion was in use at Soledad unless the arched doorways should be in-
cluded.” The long line of the corridor which George Wharton James
saw in 1904 was described by him as follows: “. .. on the south side of
the ruins, where one line of corridors ran, a few poles are still in place.
Heaps of ruined tiles lie here and there, just as they fell when the support-
ing poles rotted and gave way.”™

The openings for the doors and windows were simply designed. The
low arch without decoration was placed in the southeasterly part of the
corridor; in other openings no details were in use other than the straight
lines and the square corners.

Interior views of the mission with the exception of Plate 15, previously
described, are to be seen in Plates 17 and 18. Plate 17 shows the span made
by the heavy timbers. The anchorage was carried through the entire thick-
ness of the solid wall, the weight of the ridgepole and the heavy tiled roof
being distributed through the center of the timbers. Some of the remaining
timbers show the break which commenced at the center of the beam.
Plates 19 and 20 apparently represent the mission at about the same period,
1887.7 In these pictures the long timbers which projected over the eaves
have collapsed with the fall of the ridgepole. In Plate 20 the chapel facade
still supports the ridgepole at its outer extremity, the remaining section
of the great timber resting upon the side wall. Above the horizontal beams
and aiding in their anchorage were bricks made solid with adobe mortar,
this construction being carried considerably above the embedding of
the timber. This method of embedding was also used in the upper hori-
zontal line of the doorways and windows where heavy timbers are found,
the perpendicular portions of the openings having only the finish afforded
by the adobe masonry. These details are more noticeable in Plate 18. The
largest of the rooms pictured in the priests’ quarters is without doubt
where Alfred Robinson was entertained by Father Sarria.

The ruins of Soledad still resist complete destruction. They belong en-
tirely to the past, and their history has received but little consideration.
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Jobn Work’s California Expedition of 1832-33
for the Hudson’s Bay Company
Edited by AvriceE BAy MALONEY

(Continued)

pl. 1833, Wedy. 3. Stormy weather the most of the day. I in-
tended to have raised camp and gone to the big river near where it

falls into the bay,!*? but some of the people who have been out in that
direction two nights with their traps arrived yesterday evening and inform
me that there is no place to encamp where wood & water can be obtained
and that as far as they could advance there was little appearance of beaver,
they caught only two. Thus situated I will have to remain here to await
Michell’s return. The people were out hunting & killed 13 deer, 2 Ante-
lopes & 1 bear. Some of the men visited the Mission, and disposed of some
part of their clothes for a horse & some Indian corn. They bring me news
that Michelle left the Mission last night & went in a boat to go aboard
of the vessel.

Thursday 4 Stormy in the night and forepart of the day, and
very cold in the mornings & evenings for this season of the year.—The
people out hunting & killed 1o deer and a bear. Some men went along
the bay but could not set their traps.—Three men who had been to the
Mission returned, they went to buy horses, but the goods, (part of their
clothing) which they had with them did not suit and they could not
get any.

Friday s Blew a storm in the night & forepart of the day.—The
people out hunting & killed 2 elk, a bear & 6 deer[?]. An otter was taken
in the traps. An American arrived with two of our men from the Mission
in the evening, he had belonged to the American party and left them some
time ago accompanied by another, the party he left some where near the
Russian establishment he states that they had an excessive bad road across
the mountains, and caught very few beaver, information from runaways
like this can be little relied upon.t*3

Saturday 6 Blowing fresh the most of the day. The hunters killed
14 elk & 3 deer. Michelle and party arrived. The vessel which was at
St. Francisco was off the day before he arrived, he however with much
difficulty and at a very high price obtained a supply of 24 Ib. Powder and
40 1b. of ball which altogether cost him [number omitted] beaver viz
[blank] beaver for the powder & ball, 2 beaver for the service of the

L0
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boat which he crossed in and 1 beaver for a bottle of rum which the Com-
mandant** gave him. All these articles except the boat were obtained
from the Commandant. This personage when he gave the rum said it
was from his wife and hinted at something in return for it, what a set of
mean Scoundrels. He sent us a Passport[?] unasked for.—We must en-
deavour to do the best way in and[?] with what ammunition we have
got tho’ it is far from enough.—Within these few days two of the men
Rondeau and J. Favel are laid up with the ague. This disease again break-
ing out among us at this season [words obliterated] especially as we are
without any proper medicines for it.

Sunday 7 Stormy cold weather. This being Easter day we did
not raise camp. Some of the people went to the Mission to hear divine
service.14®

Monday 8 Stormy cold weather, heavy rain in the morning. The
unfavourable weather in the morning deterred us from raising camp. The
corporal’#® & a soldier arrived from the Mission and sold ten[?] horses
to the people. The people were out hunting and killed several elk & 1
Antelope. One of the men Michelle Oteotanin was caught by a bear and
a good deal torn in the arm and the back. the bear had eat the most of an
elk which he had left in cache, he was following the track & did not
perceive where she was concealed in a small thicket of woods till she
sprang upon him, it is probable he would have been killed had her young
ones not began to cry when she left him & ran to them. Four Indians
came to the camp with some horses to sell in the evening. It seems that
the Indians are not allowed to make any bargains whatever but that all
must be done by the Priest’*” or some of his deputies. The Indians dont
seem to understand this arrangement. They say that notwithstanding
they belong to the Mission these horses are their own and that neither
the Priest or the Spaniards have [words obliterated] with them. How-
ever in order to avoid trouble we declined buying any of the horses but
two from the Indian who is chief of the cattle farm.1*® He even before
the corporal urged his right to dispose of his horses as he chose.

Tuesday 9 Sharp frost in the morning. Raw cold weather during
the day. Raised camp and proceeded 16 miles W, to past the Mission
cattle farm & encamped on a small creek at the foot of the mountains in
order to be out of the way of the Mission horses. In the morning we
intended to have made a long days journey and passed the mission and
its animals altogether, but found that the sick people were not able to
bear it. The little river'*® where we encamped appears very well adapted
for beaver yet there appears to be none in it.

Wednesday 10 Rained the greater part of the day. The bad
weather deterred us from raising camp. The sick people are very ill,
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besides the ague, there is a very severe cold among the people that is
nearly as bad.

Thursday 11 Heavy showers of rain in the forenoon. Raised
camp & proceeded 12 miles to a small river!s® about 3 miles from the
Mission. On approaching the Mission and at the end of a heavy shower
there was a very large flock of sheep a little to the one side of the road
and an Indian keeper with them. After a good part of the camp was past
the stupid animals broke from their keeper and rushed among our horses,
the horses took fright and ran off and the sheep with them all the efforts
of the people could neither get them stopped nor seperated untill after a
number of turns of several miles when the sheep were completely knocked
up, and the horses ran to the Mountains it was with difficulty they were
stopped what made it worse a number of unbroken horses belonging to
the Mission joined them. At length they were all collected. A good deal
of the people’s baggage was also scattered about, there are some kettles
and other articles not yet found. A great many of the sheep are killed
and maimed, the stupid animals formed themselves into a mass 10 or 12
feet wide and the whole length of the flock which was no small extent,
and kept winding after & among the horses wherever they went. I went
to the Mission and called upon the Priest in the evening and expressed
my regret at the accident which had happened, he enquired [whether] any
of the people or children were hurt and when informed in the negative
said he was well pleased, having to talk through an interpreter our con-
versation was short. Some Indians came from [words obliterated] and
sold the people [words obliterated] Few[?] beaver in this little fork.
Some of the men set a few traps in the evening.

Friday 12 Fine weather. F. Champaigne, was attacked last night
with the fever, C. Groslui has been ailing some days I dont know whether
with the fever or a severe cold and is very ill,—Michelle who was torn by
the bear a few days ago is suffering very much. In consequence of the
sick people being so ill did not raise camp in order to allow them a little
repose. 3 beaver were taken in the morning. The hunters killed 4 chive-
reau. The Priest sent down his steward with a present of two bottles of
wine, and his compliments not to allow the people to kill the beaver in
this little creek so near the Mission but to hunt any where else we chose.
His farm steward also came in consequence of information that we had
a number of horses which were bought from the Indians about the Mission.
It seems it is contrary to the regulations, for any Indians to be allowed to
dispose of any thing, notwithstanding every thing about the Mission is
said to be theirs.—The steward was desirous to examine the horses & that
all that were obtained from the Indians would be returned if he would
make the Indians give back the property which was given to them, he
was also told that some Indians had brought [words obliterated] of them
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openly even though [words obliterated| was no [words obliterated]
it was some of the others about the Mission that had made a noise about
the affair, the old man apologized for the trouble he was giving us and
said he must overlook the thing as it would be making a disturbance among
the Indians & punishing[?] them to no purpose.—Some of the people
bought a little corn & pease at the mission, and even some of them dis-
posed of some of their clothes for liquor which is not saying much in
behalf of the morality of a religious institution.—I bought two horses from
the Spaniards. .

Saturday 13 Frost in the morning, fine weather afterwards. Raised
camp and proceeded W. 8 miles across the hills to a small creek in a fine
plain [place?] where we encamped, this place was occupied as a sheep
farm by the Mission last year. The sick people very ill, Michelle, is at-
tacked with the fever in the evening. The man who was torn with the
bear is very ill able to be carried on horseback. I am afraid his arm will
mortify, they offered to keep him at the Mission if he chose but he would
not stay, they have no medicine and for the poor man to remain among
strangers whom he does not understand & where he would not get his
food, it is as well for him to accompany us. Some vinegar was obtained
from the Mission for him.

Sunday 14 Fine weather. Did not raise camp in order to allow
the sick people to repose in hopes they would get a little better. M.
Laframboise[?] was taken ill with the fever. I am attacked myself with
a very severe cold Several more of the people are also laboring under
the same complaint and it is nearly as bad as the fever. Some of the
Spaniards paid us a visit after mass. I sent to the Mission and bought an
oX. it cost a blanket and a yard of red strouds,*** divided the meat among
the people. The people were out hunting and killed several elk & some
cabrie.

Monday 15 Raw cold weather.—Raised camp and proceeded 18
miles W. & encamped on a small creek.’®? The road over a succession of
hills and vallies. This was a long days journey for the sick people but we
could get no wood to encamp sooner.—The sick people continue the
same, indeed as we are situated without medicine we can have little ex-
pectation of those that are ill with the fever recovering.

Tuesday 16 Stormy cold weather.—Raised camp & proceeded 4
Miles Westerly to another small creek where there is a little wood. We
encamped so soon on account of Michel Oteotanin the man who was torn
by the bear. Notwithstanding the long days journey yesterday he got
on pretty well & said he expected he would soon be well yet this morning
after we . . . . he said he could not move . . . . where he was.—The rest
of the sick . . . . as they were.—One of the women . . .. wife ran off in the
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night without any provocation from him . .. . it is supposed she had made
. .. . of the Spaniards . . . . character.'®®
Wednesday 17 Stormy cold weather. Did not raise camp on ac-

count of the sick man who remained behind yesterday.—M. Laframboise
and a party of the men went in the morning to bring him up to the camp,
the poor man died shortly after they arrived, the arm was mortified. I
went down with some more of the people & buried him."** He has left a
wife and two children. Two Englishmen, J. Martin, Jerry Jones arrived
from the Mission with some horses which they expect to sell to our
people. J. S. Larocque and a man whom he took with him to seek his wife
at the Mission returned in the evening they met the above two men a
short way from the Mission who told them that she was not there nor
that they had heard nothing of her.

Thursday 18 Stormy cold weather. Raised camp and proceeded
over a succession of hills 15 miles Westerly to the sea shore and along the
shore to the Russian river, which we crossed immediately, and encamped.
Here we met the governor'®® of the Russian establishment he objected
to our passing his establishment and said there was no road except right
past the fort we told him that we meant[?] to pass but that we meant to
pass it at a distance, he was told that our two nations were at peace and
that we did not see any reasons for his objections and that we must pass.
he then said that as there was no other way he would allow us to pass
[words obliterated] to accompany him [words obliterated] it was after
dark when we arrived. I took two men with me and left Michelle to
come on with the camp in the morning. The governor speaks but a few
words of French, so that we had not much conversation, he treated me
very politely.

Friday 19 Raw cold weather. The camp passed the fort past noon
& proceeded 5 miles farther on, where we encamped, the governor and
a number of his people accompanied us to the encampment, he invited me
to dinner with him at the fort in the evening. I returned to the camp in
the evening. he had been along the 100 miles on discovering the road we
are going, he represents the road as passable but intrenched by a great
number of deep gullies which are difficult to pass. There are also some
points of woods.

Saturday 20 Heavy rain all day. The bad weather deterred us
from raising camp. This is against us as there is not much grass for the
horses.

Sunday 21 Thick fog all day. Raised camp and proceeded along
the shore 18 miles W.N.W. had to cross a number of deep gullies which
greatly retarded our progress. The road lies along the shore here the shore
is rugged[?] and rocky and the hills which approach[?] close to the
shore are in several places[?] wooded with pine & other trees that[?] I
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do not know. There is a narrow . . . along the shore with little wood . . .
in spots here are the . . .
Monday 22 Thick fog all day. Continued our route about 12

miles W.N.W. The road the same as yesterday, but where we are en-
camped a few miles from a small river'®® there is a pretty large plain and
good feeding for the horses. In crossing a steep gulley a horse belonging
to A. Masseau fell down the steep side and broke his leg. Some of the
people were on to the river but saw no signs of beaver it is so rocky and
thickly wooded that they could not ascend it.

Tuesday 23 Heavy rain most part of the day. Did not move camp
on account of the bad weather and that the people might examine the river
farther up to see if there were any beaver. A number of them therefore
crossed the hill & fell upon the river above, but not a vestige of a beaver
though it appears remarkably well adapted for them. Two deer were
killed. The deer here are of a very small size. There are also some tracks
of elk.

Wednesday 24 Raw cold weather. Raised camp and proceeded
4 miles to the river, and spent so much time crossing it that we encamped
on the North bank. We found it nearer[?] where it falls into the sea
but had-to go a good way along the foot of steep rocks in the water before
we could ascend. Two horses that attempted to swim across with their
loads were drowned, one belonging to A. Carson[?] but he recovered his
property, the other belonged to L. Andre but he was too long of getting
the horse dragged ashore and he was carried out to sea with all his traps
upon him, which is a serious loss. M. Laframboise also lost a foal the
current swept it out to sea & it could not get ashore. The river is but
small, but the rain yesterday had raised it a good deal. The young men
killed two seals in the afternoon, they also killed a sea Otter but could
not get it.

Thursday 25 Fine, clear weather. Continued our route 1o miles
N.W. along the coast. The road the same as before but more woody and
the gullies more numerous, and it takes a great deal of time to cross them.
The hunters were out in the afternoon & killed 2 elk and 8 deer.

Friday 26 Raw, cold weather. Continued our journey 11 Miles
N.W. The road the same as yesterday. We are encamped near another
small river.” Some of the people were on ahead yesterday but saw no
signs of beaver in it. We had some very bad gullies to cross today  Sev-
eral horses fell down the steep side of one of them, one fell into a hole
among the rocks in the little river and could not be got out it belonged
to A. Deschamp & had to be killed. A. Quesnelle lost a horse loaded with
the most of his luggage and his beaver  he is gone in[?] search of him
and has not yet returned[?] The people were out hunting and killed
several elk and some deer. ,
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Saturday 27 Cloudy raw cold weather. Did not raise camp in
order that Quesnell might seek his horse, he arrived in the evening[?]
without finding him, he went off immediately with a number of the people
to aid him and found him standing beside his load which had fallen off him
in one of the gullies, luckily the bridle was tied to one of the bales[?]
or likely the load never would have been found. Some of the people
were out hunting and killed a few elk & deer. One of the men was on
ahead examining the road, there are three rivers no great distance apart,'*®
but he did not perceive any signs of beaver in them.

Sunday 28 Raw cold weather. Continued our journey N.W. along
the coast 12 Miles. The road much the same as usual ~ a number of deep
gullies to pass and 3 rivers but no appearance of any beaver in them,
though two of them are pretty large and apparently well adapted for
beaver. It is probable they take their water far off in the first range of
Mountains and that there is little or no water in them during the dry
season, tho’ at present they are so deep that it is enough to ford them
with horses.

Monday 29 Weather stormy, in the middle of the day. Pro-
ceeded on our route g Miles N.W. Two middling sized rivers'®® & sev-
eral gullies to cross. Very steep hills on both sides of the river, otherwise
the road pretty good. Hitherto the shore has been rocky & steep, part of
the way yesterday and today the banks are gravelly and steep. The
mountains are a little farther from the shore, and the lower ones without
woods. The hunters killed some elk and deer. Animals are pretty nu-
merous in the woods and along the shore. One of the men, J. S. Larocque,
whose wife ran off from him on the 16th, has not come up to the camp
and is suspected to have gone off after his wife, he did not tell any one his
intention but from some of his observations and the arrangements he
made about having his horses & little things taken on it is thought he
means to return if he finds the wife. Since she left him he has been like a
fool and not knowing what to do with himself & the people who were
nearest him say that he ate and slept very little, he took some little things
with him. The road by which the Americans fell upon the coast is near
our encampment,'®® they are gone on to the Northward. They remained
a little ahead of this place a considerable time, probably while their
Master went to the Russians.

Tuesday 30 Stormy weather. Continued our journey 12 miles
N.W. along the coast, & had to cross two pretty large rivers,'®! and sev-
eral gullies, the most of the people crossed the last river where we are
encamped on rafts. The others found two places which they were able
to ford at low water. The thick woods appear closer to the shore here
than for some days past and the shore is in places steep and rocky, There are
several deep pits formed [words obliterated] the shore where the sca
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enters by a subterranean passage. This was a hard & fatiguing day on
both people and horses. Passed a band of Indians a little behind. There
is a band near where we are encamped. These are the only Natives we
have seen since we left the Russians except one band a few days ago.
These Indians are not shy but come to us without hesitation and assisted
the people to make their rafts and carry their things, there might be in
all 35 to 40 men, the band which we passed behind might be about the
same number.'®> These people have the same .appearance as those we saw
in the Bonaventura valley, their only clothlng consists of a small blanket
fastened about the body. The party we saw in the morning had no arms
but sticks, these we met here had some bows and arrows of an extraor-
dinary length and very short knives made of stone. Their blankets are prin-
cipally made of brown[?] hare or rabbit skins. These animals are not found
in a thick woody country, but in an open country among tufts of brush-
wood, so that it is probable that there are plains where these Indians reside
behind the mountains not far off and that they only come here at this sea-
son to collect shell fish on which they are now living. We were able to
obtain no information from them respecting the road or whether any
beaver in this river or any where near us.

May 1833 Wedy. 1 Stormy weather afterpart of the day Did not
raise camp in order that the people might ascend the river and examine
whether there were any beaver. A number of them went but could see no
signs of beaver, it is very small above and the tide runs much farther up
than in any of the other rivers we have passed. The hills on both sides
are so steep and thicketty that it is scarcely possible to approach it to ascer-
tain whether there are beaver or not. Several marks of Otters were
seen which is a sign that there are fish. Some of the men were sent on
ahead to visit the road. they returned in the evening & report that it
is as usual some deep gullies to pass. I suspect they amused themselves
hunting and did not go very far. The hunters killed some elk & deer.

Thursday 2 Raw cold, stormy weather. Continued our journey
1o miles N.N.W. Three deep gullies in our way, We encamped on a
bleak point, & found afterwards that we were near a river which we can
only pass at low water.—during this days journey the woods are closer
to the shore than some days past and the ground in places swampy. The
Indians who were near our last station had gone off into the woods this
morning, and [word obliterated] of Acorns were found about their camp,
so that it is probable a country wooded with oak is not far off.

Friday 3 Heavy rain during the afterpart of the day and stormy.
—~Had all hands up by daylight caught and loaded the [words obliterated]
and proceeded on to the river'®® which we crossed by 8 o’clock before
the tide was too high all but one family which remained behind seeking
some horses which were astray, and did not get across till the evening tide.
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We encamped a little way from the river on account of the bad weather
and to wait for the people behind. Marched about 6 miles. The people
were out hunting & killed 3 elk and 8 deer, one of the men also shot an
Otter in the river. No signs of beaver are to be seen in it tho’ it appears
well adapted for them. After proceeding a short way up the rivers the
banks are so steep and so thicketty that the men find it almost impossible to
examine them as there are no cut wood found carried down by the cur-
rent it is probable there are no beaver in them even towards their heads; it is
likely the most of them have very little water in them above the high
water mark during the dry season.

Saturday 4 Stormy showry weather. Raised camp and proceeded
11 Miles N.W. round a sandy bay,'®* the road good today, crossed two
small rivers, the woods here are farther from the shore than these days
past, but the end of the mountain seems to strike into the sea ahead of us.—
Some of the men were on ahead examining the road, which in places is
represented as bad, some deep gullies to pass. Passed several Indian lodges
which seem . . . . inhabited, the Natives . . . . approach,—They appear . . . .
they found only one or two men together. One of the men L. Kanota
who was ahead examining the road yesterday on returning fell in with
15 or 20 of them. They immediately took to their bows and arrows but
on his taking the cover off his rifle to fire upon them they desisted.

Sunday s Lowering weather not so stormy as these days past.
Continued our route 10 Miles N. Except one deep gulley & two steep
hills which we had to pass, the road was very good, it lay through a fine
plain of rich land extending 500 or 600 yards from the shore to the foot
of the hills whose sloping sides next the sea are without wood and covered
with fine grass. The woods, mostly tall pine begins on the tops of the
hills and continues backwards. A little ahead of us the hills appear much
steeper and close to the sea shore, there are three or four points that seems to
jut into the sea. Sent two men on ahead to examine the road, they report
that the road lies close along the shore round a rock!®® and cannot be
passed but at low water and that they had to return the tide being in.
Passed several Indian lodges, but the Indians had all run off on our appear-
ance. The hunters killed some deer.

Monday 6 Drizzling rain and heavy showers all day. The weather
was unfavourable to raise camp moreover we were induced to stop . . . .
to send ahead to examine the road . ... and three men . . .. and returned
in...road as examined . . . so that it is doubtful whether we will be able
to pass with our party; they went on about 12 miles along the brow of the
hills and had to cross three gullies very deep and their sides so exceedingly
steep that it was with difficulty they could clamber up them.'®® The
weather was so foggy that they could see no distance so that they might
judge of the appearance of the country. Some of the people were out
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hunting behind the mountains to the Eastward & represent that the coun-
try has a pretty good appearance thickly timbered with oak and pine &
that there are small plains; but the fog prevented them from seeing any
great distance. J. S. Larocque who went off on the 29th ult returned
with his wife.  he found her at the Mission which he left five days ago,
he has traveled well.

Tuesday 7 Fine weather. Did not raise camp in order to send
people out again to discover the road. accordingly Michel & 4 men
went on again along the coast and have not yet returned. L. Kanota and
three men struck into the mountains to the Eastward, they returned in
the evening and report that the country behind the mountain has a good
appearance and, is in many places clear of woods. There are rugged hills and
deep ravines to cross but they are passable but in places much embar-
rassed with underwood, through which a road must be cut.

Wednesday 8 Fine weather. Did not raise camp waiting for
Michelle, he arrived in the evening, and reports that as he advanced the
gullies became more frequent and many of them so very deep and steep in

the sides nearly perpendicular,!6” that notwithstanding there is no wood or
stones but the sides clay & covered with grass; it is with much difficulty

the light horses are able to climb up them. We might probably in time
be able to pass with our camp but it would take so long that we have de-
termined to cut across the mountain and pass along behind them where
we expect the deep ravines will not be so frequent.

Thursday ¢ Blowing fresh part of the day, but fine weather.
Raised camp and ascended a steep mountain which we crossed a distance
of 12 miles N.N.E. and encamped on a small spot on the brow of the hill
pretty clear of woods but with barely enough of water for the horses.
The road through thick woods & for a woody country the road was not
bad. L. Kanota went ahead to examine the road, & reports that where
we have to pass tomorrow is very rugged & much encumbered with
underwood.

Friday 10 Fine weather. Continued our route 9 miles N.N.E. &
encamped on a pretty large river,®® The road very rugged and in places
difficult, tho’ a party of men were sent ahead of the camp to cut the wood
and clear the way.—The river where we are encamped appears remarkably
well adapted for beaver yet there is not the least appearance of any ever
having been in it. The men who were sent ahead to examine the road
report that where we have to pass tomorrow is in places very bad but
that the country begins to have a better appearance, many little plains &
the woods not so thick but still very hilly.

Saturday 11 Fine weather. Continued our route 10 miles N.N.E.
up a small fork of the river, the road very rugged and much encumbered
with underwood  several steep points of hills to pass, and many places
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were very difficult notwithstanding some men were ahead clearing a road.
The country is beginning to have a much better appearance, the woods
are becoming much clearer with here & there little plains but the country
is so very hilly that one can’t see to any very great distance. The people
killed a few deer, there are signs of them being pretty numerous about
here. Some of the people who were ahead examining the road saw a pretty
large party of Indians, they took to their bows & arrows instantly, prob-
ably they look upon all strangers as enemies.

Sunday 12 Fine weather. Did not raise camp.®® Two parties were
sent ahead to examine the road, and report that the country to the S.E.
appears pretty good, but toward the N.E. it is very rugged, but to the
Eastward [illegible word] it appears more passable.—Not falling in with
beaver along the coast as we expected we have arranged to divide the
party, Michelle and his people to proceed on along the coast, while I return
with the others [words obliterated] whether any thing can be done on
[the way to the] valley, and there when we get to it. It was always our
plan to separate the people the first large river we found where there
were any beaver & where we could do so by giving the people all an
equal chance and not creating any jealousies among them, but the bad
road we have passed and not finding any beaver discouraged the men so
that a party of them desired permission to return and the opportunity
was embraced of separating the parties. We are very short of ammunition
which is much against us; it requires a great deal to feed so many people,
particularly, when, as at present, there is only deer to be had.

Monday 13 Fine weather. Separated the people this morning.
I with my party cut across a steep hill and ascended the fork on which
we were encamped 11 Miles S.E. The road very rugged the forepart of the
day  afterwards it was more level but through thick woods. Michelle
& party came on a piece the same road, and will have to take to the E. and
N.E. & cross a mountain on which there is some snow, beyond this moun-
tain it is expected he will fall upon Smith’s road & a better country.
Michelle’s party amounts to 30 Men, 17 Whites & 13 Indians [words
obliterated] party amounts to 33 Men, 27 Whites & 6 Indians. Michelle
reckons his party [words obliterated] along the coast.—

Tuesday 14 Frost in the morning, showery afternoon. Continued
our journey to the little fork and across a height [words obliterated]
small fork which falls into a river that runs toward the N.W 170 along the
side of the snowy Mountains. The road very hilly and rugged, but the
woods pretty clear & not much encumbered with underwood, —fortunately
we find good feeding for the horses.—We marched about 12 Miles S.E.
today. Michelle and party are encamped a little on this side of our last
station here they expect to be able to strike along the Mountain to the
N.E. There are a great many Indians in the mountains, a party of forty
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came to our camp in the evening, a few of them had bows & arrows &
spears  the others were only armed with stones. They do not appear
ill disposed at least when the people are all together, they are afraid of
the horses. 5 deer killed.

Wednesday 15 Frost in the night, fine weather afterwards. Con-
tinued our journey 14 Miles S.E. up the river into which the fork we came
down yesterday falls, to a swampy plain of considerable extent the end
of which is a lake, through which the little fork runs. The road very
hilly but not thicketty. On account of the hilliness of the road this was
a severe day both on horses and people. This fork in many places seems
well adapted for beaver yet there are no marks of any ever having been
in it. Deer are very numerous, the hunters killed several. Fresh tracks of
elk were seen but none killed. There are a great many Indians encamped
about this place, two large parties of whom came to visit us. No informa-
tion could be obtained from them either regarding the road or where
beaver were to be found. § deer killed.

Thursday 16 Sharp frost in the night, fine weather during the
day. Continued our journey over another range of rugged hills and down
a small fork which runs to the S.E. 12 miles S.E. For a woody rugged
hilly country the road good. Encamped where there is good feeding for
the horses on the north side of a hill pretty clear of wood, on the S. side
of the hills where there is little wood the grass is already becoming dry
and burnt up with the sun. We were not aware of any Indians being
near us when we encamped, in a short time a number of them came to
us from a large village which is a short way below us. The hunters killed
some deer  they are very numerous about here. 6 deer & 1 bear killed.

Friday 17 Fine weather, very warm until toward evening when a
breeze of wind sprang up & rendered the heat more supportable. Con-
tinued our journey 1o miles S.E. down the river. The road good. Here
we found the tracks of our people when they passed this way when they
were sent after the Americans in March last. This is considered to be
the Russian river which falls into the sea a little to the Southward of the
Russian Establishment.!™ Some beaver are supposed to be in the lower
part of this river, I arranged a party of the men to pass that way & en-
deavour to take what beaver are in it while with the rest of the people
and the families I proceed to the valley by the shortest route I can.—Late
last night after all were in bed an Umquah Indian arrived from Michel’s
camp, it seems he had a quarrel with the man he was with. [illegible words]
and came off and left him. He states that they passed a very rugged road
but that he had got within sight of a river which one of his Indians recog-
nized as a fork of the Sorty[Sasty?].—7 deer killed.

Saturday 18 Very warm weather. Sent off 10 men & 4 Indians
down the river to trap the lower part of it. Afterwards we raised camp
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and proceeded up one of the forks 12 Miles E.N.E. to near the head of the
fork, the road very hilly the most part of the day, & very hard & grav-
elly & very severe on the horses feet. Passed an Indian village and we
are encamped not far off from another, indeed they are scattered about
every where through the mountains. The hunters killed some deer, they
are numerous, here, there are also a great many bear tracks.—2 deer &
1 bear killed.

Sunday 19 Very warm weather. Continued our route 13 miles E.
across a range of hills, to near the head of a large lake,'™ The road hilly
but good travelling. The hunters killed 11 deer. There are a band of
Indians encamped a little below us.

Monday 20 Fine weather, a breeze of wind forepart of the day.
Continued our journey 15 miles ES.E. along the S. side of the lake, the
road good, but hilly the forepart of the day.—There are two large camps
of Indians not far from us. The hunters killed 3 elk & 4 chivereau.

Tuesday 21 Overcast, fine cool weather. Did not raise camp in
order that the people might hunt elk. Some of the people saw a good many
yesterday evening, accordingly some of the people went after them but
could not find them, towards the mountains the . . . . thickly and difficult to
hunt in . . . . dangerous on account of . . .. very numerous, and at this
season very ready to attack any one that comes within their reach. In
the evening the men who were sent off on the 18th returned. about
midday yesterday at the entrance of an apparently fine valley'™ they were
met by an immense number of Indians all armed with bows & spears with
their faces blackened and war caps of feathers on their heads & raised
such a hideous war yell, and had such a hostile appearance, (indeed they
fired 3 arrows, at them,)—that the men did not deem it prudent to ad-
vance but turned about & retreated, while the Indians were endeavouring
to surround them. The situation the Indians had chosen was among
woods and long grass & bushes and was unfavourable for acting on horse-
back. The men consider themselves fortunate in getting safe off. They
had before this passed several large villages without being molested, or
the Indians appearing any way ill disposed, here they saw no village
nor women but only armed men, of which there were great numbers
advancing from every direction below. On their return they lost 3 horses
one belonging to J. Cornoyer, one to L. Boisvant, & one to G. R. Rocque
with 8 traps on each and a variety of other little baggage, the horses it
seems took fright & ran off and were not gone after with sufficient prompt-
ness, so that night came on . . . . and they could not be found afterwards
. ... no motive the Indians would have for coming in such a hostile . . . .
they are probably a very numerous party of very ill disposed scoundrels
who are always committing depredations on the Spaniards and Russians,
and whom their people frequently attempt to punish, wherefore they
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probably look upon all whites as enemies.™ I had hoped that a few beaver
would have been caught by this party, but they have failed, the country
had a fine appearance when they turned back but it is likely the distance
to the sea was not great, the river also was not large & on account of such
numbers of Indians it is probable not many beaver would have been found.

Wednesday 22 Cloudy fine weather.—Continued our route 14
miles E.S.E. up a mountain & encamped near the height of land where
we found barely sufficient water for our horses. The road a considerable
part of the day very rugged and strewed with flint stones[?] very sharp
and severe on the horses feet.—Deer are very numerous, there are also a
good many tracks of elk.—

Thursday 23 Fine weather.—Continued our journey down the
mountain to a river which we followed a considerable distance and en-
camped on a fine plain.!™ Our course was about 16 miles ES.E. The
road down the hill very rugged and, in many places so thicketty that
the branches were likely to tear the clothes off the people & the skin off
the horses; there were also some places very stony and laming the horses
feet.—4 elk and 2 deer were killed & 2 bears.—

Friday 24 Fine weather. Proceeded on our journey 10 miles
E.S.E. to another small fork.2”® The road lay down several hills separated
by small valleys some of them lakes. places very stony. Two men and
two Indians set out this morning to cross the mountains to the Southward,
to hunt the head of a small fork in which we found a few beaver when
we passed the Mission.

Saturday 25 Fine warm weather. Continued our route, 1z miles
E. to another fork of the [river] we fell upon a few days ago.!™ The
road the greater part of the way very stony & gravelly which for the
horses feet is as bad as the stones. The men who started yesterday re-
turned, they found the road across the Mountain so stony & bad that
they could not pass.—

Sunday 26 Fine weather.—Continued our journey 18 miles E.
over a very steep and rugged mountain and down the river to near our
station of 18th March.1”® The road stony, several of the horses are lame.—
Here we found some Indians which are the first we have seen since the
20th. We saw their fresh tracks frequently but they always fled on our
approach.—The hunters were out but without success. Scarcely a track
of a deer to be seen, notwithstanding they were so numerous in the moun-
tains.—Since we passed the Mission we have passed a very rugged country
& exceeding bad roads and very little for our trouble. Our horses are still
in good order but a great many of them are nearly knocked up with
some [illegible word] their hoofs are much worn with the stony hard
road. Many of the people are nearly out of provisions as what little they
had is done.—

1



Fur Brigade to the Bonaventura 33

Monday 27 Fine weather.—Continued our journey down the
riverl™ E.S.E. 18 miles to near where the woods terminate and the coun-
try is plain. The road the most of the day lay through clear oak timber,
and very good. Passed two Indian villages, at the last one there were
four Indians not long since from the Mission, probably they are
deserters.—An Indian belonging to a village near where we were en-
camped last night stole an axe which was not missed till it was brought
back by some of his people who took it from him. The hunters were
out & killed 4 Antelopes and a deer, they saw very little signs of elk.—
Some of the men who were ahead two days ago with their traps returned
without finding any beaver.—

Tuesday 28 Fine warm weather. Raised camp and directed our
course to the big river, but in two places where we attempted to pass the
ground was so soft and swampy that we could not go on, and in attempt-
ing another place farther to the Northward we got entangled in such a
thicket of willows and other bushes that being apprehensive we would
not find water to encamp, we turned back and after upwards of 20 miles
hard marching encamped near our last nights station. The hunters
were out & killed 3 elk and an antelope. They found a band of elk and
tricd to run them with their best horses but could take very little of
them[? ], the horses feet are so sore and the plains so hard that they can-
not come up with the elk.

Wednesday 29 Fine warm weather.—Raised camp and crossed the
river'®® and a belt of woods on its north bank and then fell on a fine plain
which continued to the big river where we encamped at the end of 15
miles march north.’—The river is very high & we will probably have
difficulty crossing it.—The hunters were out, but without success. There
are some tracks of elk but they hide in the swamps among the tall bul-
rushes where it is very difficult to find them and where it is dangerous to
go on account of the bears which also frequent these places. There are
also tracks of deer and antelopes.—There is an Indian village a little below
us, and an abandoned village a little above us.

Thursday 30 Sultry weather.—Did not raise camp. Deeming this
a good situation to make canoes, sent the people to seek wood, which they
have found, and some of them have felled their trees.—I have arranged
the men into parties of three two to hunt in a canoe and one to remain
for the protection of the camp.—Some of the men were out hunting
and killed 8 elk, 5 deer & 1 Antelope.—

Friday 31 Overcast lowering weather.—All hands busy at their
canoes, there are eight under way.—
June 1833 Satdy 1 Stormy weather.—Some light rain during the

day.—The men busy at the canoes.—We are much annoyed with moscatoes,
they are very numerous.—The river has become very muddy today, yet
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the water does not rise but remains at the same height since we have
been here.—The Indians are taking some small fish, but no salmon are
observed among them perhaps the water is too high to admit of their
taking any. The hunters killed 3 antelopes, one elk & a deer.

Sunday 2 Stormy weather.—The hunters killed only one antelope.
One of the men F. Champaigne went to hunt in the afternoon and ob-
served some elk coming out of the swamp to feed and pursued two of
them when his horse fell and was killed on the spot, he fortunately
escaped himself unhurt.

Monday 3 Stormy weather, but very warm.—The canoes were
all finished except one, the men who are at it spoiled two or three trees
which retarded them later than the rest. An elk & 4 deer were killed today.—

Tuesday 4 Stormy warm weather. Were it not for the wind
the heat would be oppressive, [illegible word] Moscatoes are like to
devour us in every situation that is sheltered a little from the wind. The
river has fallen a foot and a half within these few days. The people fin-
ishing out and drying their canoes. Some of them aiding the others who

are not yet done. . .. 2 deer & 2 elk killed.—
Wednesday s Warm stormy weather.—The last canoe was fin-
ished . ... The Indians set fire to their old . . . . a little above us and not-

withstanding the earliness of the season the grass & herbage is so dry that
the fire ran over a considerable extent of the plain.82 Some of the people
were out hunting and killed 1 elk and 1 antelope.

Thursday 6 Fine weather.—Some of the horses were astray in the
morning & it was late in the day when they were found, after which we
raised camp and proceeded down the river, (which takes a great bend
here, to the North) to below feather river where the men who descended
the river with the canoes met us, here we crossed the river below a large
Indian camp. Notwithstanding we had the canoes it was late by the time
we had all [got] across. The river is very high and after the junction of
feather river much wider than above. This was a busy day, and were
much annoyed during the heat of the day by sandflies and now by swarms
of Musquitoes which are like to devour us. The distance we made down
the river was about 10 miles N.E. the road good, a part of the way through
thick woods which during the high water in the winter were overflowed.

Friday 7 Fine weather.—Continued our route down the river and
then across a point where we found ourselves bearing toward [?] a lake
in the form of a horseshoe . . . . so that we can neither get to the river[?]

nor out to the plains until we return[?] back the road we came, where
we are encamped is close to the river, however the canoe people . . . .
us but they . ... There is a large camp of Indians on the lake opposite
to us.—Where we had to encamp there is one solitary tree of drift wood
to furnish fuel for all the camp, and not much grass for the horses, and
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the water we have to drink is luke warm.—The Indians are fishing in the
lake.—We marched 17 miles SE. When Mr. McLeod’s'® party passed
this way this lake was dry.—The hunters killed 2 deer and an elk, there
is very little marks of elk here.—

Saturday § Fine weather.—Returned back more than half the way
we came yesterday and encamped on the big river, and sent two men to
examine the road round the end of the lake by the plain and two to visit
along the big river.—We have determined to take the road by the plain
as there are some elk that way and none along the river besides the road
also appears to be better.—The people fell in with a few elk here and
killed 3 of them.

Sunday 9 Very warm weather. Continued our journey round the
E side of the lake 20 miles and encamped on a small point of woods.
The road good, but the water which we have to drink very indiffer-
ent. The hunters killed 10 buck elk very fat. There are a good many elk
along this side of the lake.

Monday 10 Continued our route past the lower end of the lake
across a point to the big river and on to Camass river's* where we found
the men with the canoes, We crossed the river during the afternoon. This
river is now nearly as large as feather river. There is a camp of Indians
below but none of them came near us.—We had to ascend the river a good
piece before we found a traverse.—

Tuesday 11 Fine weather.—Raised camp and proceeded across a
point 8 miles S. to big river which we found here very high, we descended
it a piece till we met some of the young men who were ahead & turned us
back, there are a number of gullies along the banks of the river which are
now full of water & so deep that it would be very difficult to cross them,
we will therefore have to pass by the plain along the outside of a lake
which runs parallel with the river.—The men with the canoes who had
set out in the morning to the bay on a cruise of 5 days, joined us here,
the turn round by the river islarger than the road we came.—There were
great numbers of sandflies during the day & now in the evening Musquitoes
are rising in swarms they were so numerous last night that the people
slept very little.—Two elk were killed to day. There are but little marks
of them here.

Wednesday 12 Very warm sultry weather.—Raised camp and pro-
ceeded down the outside of the lake 10 miles S.S.E. & encamped on a
point without wood, the scorched ground as hot as the floor of an oven.
Three of our horses, one belonging to the company, one belonging to
A. Longtain and one to Jos. Cornoyer were stolen last night, it was not
ascertained that they were stolen but supposed they were astray until the
camp was under way, the men then went in pursuit but it was too late,
they lost their tracks at our last station at Camass river, they were taken
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by 4 or s Indians, had they been missed carly in the morning and pursued
immediately they might had been come up with. These two last days
some fresh tracks of horses hooves[?]. These are the first horses we have
lost by theft during the voyage.—One elk and a cabrie were killed. The
canoe men proceed on their cruise of § days this morning.—they are to
meet us at Sand river.—

Thursday 13 Excessive warm weather.—Continued our route 10
miles S. to a swamp at Sand river,'®® the river has overflowed its banks so
that we cannot encamp on them nor indeed except in some places approach
the river. The lake where we encamped yesterday continues on to the
river.—There is pretty good grass here for the horses but the water is
very warm & we cannot get to the river where it might be a little colder.
The people fell in with a band of elk, but killed only 3 of them.

Friday 14 Very warm weather, until a little breeze of wind
sprang up in the evening the heat was oppressive. Did not raise camp.
Sent the people out ahunting and to ascertain whether the river could
be approached or crossed. For a considerable distance up it is so sur-
rounded with swamps and deep gullies full of water that it cannot be
approached but at one or two places & there it will be very difficult to
cross it, the other side seems as swampy and as difficult to approach as
this side.—The hunters killed 3 antelopes & an elk.—Six Indians visited the
camp, they are encamped not far off among the swamps on the banks of
the river.—

Saturday 15 A breeze of wind in the night and during the day
which rendered the heat more supportable than these days past.—The
people out hunting & killed 2 elk.—Some traps were set for beaver. An
Indian was engaged to accompany two of the men up the river and point
out a traverse, The Indians have felled a tree across the river & made a
sort of bridge, which they crossed afoot but the horses had to be swam
across. A party of 15 Indians came to the camp, they were clothed [in]
white shirts & blankets, a few of them had trousers & two of them
shoes[?]; the most of them had handkerchiefs on their heads.—They were
particular in telling us that they were Christians and belonged to the
Mission of St. Forcie.'®® They encamped a short distance from us and
were joined in the evening by a dozen other Indians with blacked faces
and armed with bows and arrows their intentions appeared hostile but
they made up matters and the two parties are passing the night together.1®”

Sunday 16 Stormy during the day, and unpleasantly cold.—The
hunters were out & killed 2 Antelopes—Two beaver and an Otter were
taken in the traps which were set yesterday.—The Mission Indians went
of [f] in the morning. A few of those about the place visited us during
the day.

Monday 17 Fine cool weather. Four of the canoes arrived today,
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they would have been here yesterday but could not find the place where
we are encamped.—They have brought 29 beaver and g Otters. One small
elk & 2 Antelopes killed.

Tuesday 18 Fine weather. Two more canoes arrived with 1o
beaver.—There are some beaver in the bay but they complain that they
are very shy and difficult to take. The tide is also against them. 3 elk
were killed.

Wednesday 19 Very warm weather. We are like to be devoured
by Musquitoes. Only two antelopes were killed. Animals are very scarce
here. The canoe people went off again yesterday and today for another
cruise of 5 days.

Thursday 20 Excessively warm, not an air of wind the heat is
oppressive. In the morning & evening we were dreadfully annoyed by
musquitoes. Two of the canoes arrived with 10 beaver & § otters. The
hunters killed an elk and 2 Antelopes.—The Indians visiting us daily & bring-
ing berries[?] & other things to trade with the people.—

Friday 21 The heat almost unsupportable. Three more canoes
arrived with 13 beaver & 5 otters.—only one elk killed. One of the Mis-
sion Indians who was here on the 15th paid us another visit. He has been
to the Mission since he was here and makes us understand that he has
brought a cheese from the priest as a present but that he must carry it
to the other captain to present it.—

Saturday 22 Still excessive hot weather. The Musquitoes annoyed
us so much that with the heat scarcely an individual has been able to sleep
these last 3 nights—Two more canoes arrived with 14 beaver and 6
otters.— The hunters killed only 2 antelopes.—

Sunday 23 Very warm weather.—All hands passed another sleep-
less night with the Musquitoes, they allow us no respite. The water here
has fallen considerably within these few days. Another canoe arrived
with 8 beaver. Four of the canoes went off.—They are allowed six days
to meet the camp beyond this river as near the bay as we can go.1%8—The
Indians stole two horses last night, one belonging to the Company and
one belonging to T. Smith. Tt was not ascertained that they were stolen
until late in the day when they were too far off, to be pursued. It was
the Indians from above that took them.

Monday 24 A little breeze of wind, the weather cooler than these
days past. Raised camp and proceeded north ¢ miles up the river,'s?
where the baggage was carried across on a rude bridge constructed by
the Indians by felling a tree across the river. The horses were swam
across a little below.—We were obliged to come round this way in order
to get across the river and descend as near the bay as possible on the other
side of it, to be near for the canoes and to find animals for the people
on which[?] to subsist. The banks of the river are so overflowed below
that we could not cross it.—
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Tuesday 25 A breeze of wind during the day, cool during the
night in that we were not much troubled with Musquitoes.—Did not raise
camp on account of 7 of our horses being stolen by the Indians last night,
2 of M. Laferte, 1 Mare & foal J. Favel, 1 Mare & colt, C. Rondeau, 1 Mare
J. Rocquebrin, 1 of Bt. Obichon, 1 L. Quintalle, One was also stolen
from L. Kanota but was recovered. The men sct off immediately the horses
were missed in pursuit of the thieves with orders to shoot them the
moment they came up with them, but they were so long of finding the
tracks and found it so difficult to follow them in the dry hard plain that
they could not come up with the horses nor indeed could they discover
what road they were taken. Some Indians assisted in seeking [?] for the
horses but it is probable that they were seeking to lead astray instead of
aiding. Arranged night guard as we cannot risk the horses longer, and
gave the men orders to shoot every Indian they find approaching the
camp or the horses in the night.—

Wednesday 26 Fine weather.—Raised camp and proceeded 19
Miles S.E. across a point to the S. fork of the river'® the afterpart of the
day the road lay through oak timber. Some Indians were discovered fol-
lowing the camp, the men on guard are on the lookout for them in the
night.—An antelope and 3 deer were killed. No appearance of elk.—The
country a little way to the Westward of us is a continuation of swampy
lakes of bulrushes all under water, and along this fork are also a number
of lakes.—

Thursday 27 Fine weather.—Proceeded a few miles up the river
toa pretty good traverse, crossed over with two skin canoes & the lodges,
& swam the horses across and proceeded 8 miles down the river to a good
feeding place for the horses. This was a hard days work on the people.—
In the morning when we raised camp two of the women J. S. Larocque’s
wife & P. Satakarass’ wife deserted, they were not missed until we had
reached the traverse, when I sent two of our Indians, lamkuk & Vorian
in pursuit of them, they are not yet returned. Both the women’s hus-
bands are off in the canoes. No cause is known for their running off,
there were no women in the camp better treated by their husbands.
Larocque’s wife deserted to the Spaniards in Apl. last, it is unquestioned[? ]
that she has decoyed the other with her & means to go back to the Mission
again. She is a native of the Umpquah the other is an Okanagan.

Friday 28 Fine weather.—Continued our route 15 miles S.W. down
the river, through oak timber, to the commencement of the plain oppo-
site the station which we left on the 24th. here the plain is overflowed
and we had to encamp at the skirt of the woods about two miles from
the river.®* The hunters were out and killed 3 elk and 5 Antelopes, the
elk on being pursued fly into the water where they cannot be followed.—
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Heard the firing of some of the canoe men & returned the signal, but as
they have not arrived it is probable they did not hear us.—

(To be concluded)

NOTES

142. The mouth of the Sacramento opposite Pittsburg.

143. Moses Carson and Jonathan Trumbull (Juan José) Warner were at Mission
San Francisco Solano at Sonoma in the spring of 1833. Both had been members of
Ewing Young’s brigade.

144. Luis Argiiello.

145. The French Canadians in Work’s party were Roman Catholics. As yet no
missionaries, Protestant or Catholic, had reached the Columbia, so this must have been
a signal occasion for the voyageurs, many of whom had been in the Northwest since
the Astor expedition of 1810, or even earlier.

146. Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo made a tour of inspection to Bodega and Ross in
the spring of 1833. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of California, 111, 255.

147. José Maria de Jests Gutiérrez was the priest in charge at Mission San Francisco
Solano. He had arrived in California about the middle of January with the new gov-
ernor, José Figueroa.

148. Three separate farms were established under the supervision of the Mission:
the horse farm near the Napa junction on Highway 4o, the cattle farm at Napa, and
the sheep farm near Petaluma.

149. Napa River.

150. Sonoma Creek.

151. Trade goods imported for Indian barter.

152. Upper Petaluma Creek.

153. The dots in this and ensuing paragraphs indicate the omission of words which
were obliterated in the manuscript.

154. It is possible that this man was buried in the cemetery at the Mission at Sonoma.

155. The governor of the Russian fort from 1829 to 1836 was Peter Kostromitinoff.
He was usually called the manager; the title of governor was reserved for Baron F. P.
Wrangell, who was in charge of affairs of the Russian American Company.

156. Gualala River.

157. Garcia River near Point Arena.

158. Probably Alder Creek, Elk Creek, and Greenwood Creek.

159. Navarro and Albion rivers.

160. Interesting information regarding explorations of Ewing Young, who prob-
ably broke the trail between Willits and Noyo.

161. Big River and Noyo River.

162. These Indians were coast Pomo who had little contact with the Spanish, and
only slightly more with the Russians at Ross. They seem to have been unfamiliar
with horses.

163. Ten Mile River.

164. The party is near Rockport.

165. Needle Rock.

156. Work apparently advanced as far as Shelter Cove but due to an ink blot the
manuscript cannot be wholly deciphered.

167. Laframboise pushed on toward Hadley and Kings peaks.

168. Mattole River.
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169. Between Briceland and Garberville.

170. Eel River.

171. Work seems to have underestimated the distances traveled in this region. He
pursued a course up Eel River and over the divide to the headwaters of Russian River,
which is recognized by the trappers.

172. Clear Lake.

173. Redwood Valley.

174. Worlk’s party is now in the center of the Pomo Indian territory near Clear
Lake. The Pomo were a populous group of tribes and were suspicious of strangers.

175. Near Montecello.

176. Putah Creek.

177. The brigade is approaching the Sacramento Valley from the west and is en-
camped on the slopes of the Coast Range foothills between Winters and Vacaville.
The small fork to the southward is Napa River.

178. On March 18 the brigade was encamped near the headwaters of Suisin Creek.

179. Putah Creek.

180. Putah Creek again.

181. Near what is now Woodland.

182. The Indian custom of firing the grass is widely mentioned in the accounts of
early travelers. The purpose was to burn off the dry grass to allow green grass, which
attracted grazing animals, to grow.

183. Alexander Roderick McLeod of the Hudson’s Bay Company brought a fur
hunting party as far as the site of Stockton in 182g.

184. Cosumnes River.

185. Mokelumne River.

186. Mission San Jose.

187. These San Jose Mission Indians were probably a small party of neophytes who
had been given permission to return to their old home for a visit. The bridge formed
by falling 2 tree to span the water is a new ethnographic feature. Black face paint
often indicates a ceremony in progress, but beyond this possibility nothing can be
ascertained as to why the Indians should have been so painted.

188. Old maps show a clear channel through the tules from the site called French
Camp to San Francisco Bay.

189. Calaveras River.

190. French Camp Creek.

191. Possibly upstream from the site of the present town of French Camp, which
received its name from the French Canadian trappers of the Hudson’s Bay Company
who continued to occupy this place until 1845.




California Unveiled

Or, Irrefutable Truths Based Upon Numerous
Testimonies About That Part of the World
By TrENY*

Translated from the French by DEsRE Fricor

INTRODUCTION

N THE midst of the political disturbances, which in recent times para-
lyzed business in general and appeared to challenge the whole future,
an immensely interesting discovery suddenly brought a diversion to

the emotions of an unsettled and very uncertain period. The tales that
were told about it, carried by all the newspapers of the world, surprised
and astonished everyone. Nobody quite believed them because what was
said savoured too much of the marvelous; at the same time, nobody abso-
lutely questioned them because people realized how much wealth Nature
has scattered over the entire surface of the globe. Everyone was expectant.
Enthusiasm hovered between fear and hope, ready to manifest itself as soon

official reports concerning this discovery would be available. Waiting

is not prolonged. The message of the President of the United States
tore the veil and provided the impetus. What had been almost indifference
made way for the most genuine, the most absolute and keenest interest.
But, in France, any news that concerns the interests of the people or incites
their passions is sure to be accepted without examination, and to be wel-
comed without reflection, as soon as it appears, only to be very quickly
set aside amidst public indifference. All that is needed to bring this about
is to whisper a few discouraging words in the ears of the most skeptical.
The news of the discovery of gold-bearing soil in California followed this
rule. One would hardly know today that in North America, between
Mexico and the Oregon Territory, there exists a country containing rich
gold mines, had not a chain of new circumstances snatched the enthusiastic
tales of the early days from the graves where they lay buried in a shroud
of fear or selfishness. All that was needed to dispel the doubts concerning
these reports was the evidence furnished by numerous facts and by obvious
results. No one now can doubt the existence of gold deposits in California,
and in spite of the dark pictures that certain organs of our press like to paint
of that faraway land, truth is beginning to emerge. The American papers

*As an introduction to this translation of the rare French pamphlet, La Californie Dé-
voilée ou Vérités Irrécusables appuyées sur de nombreux témoignages sur cette partie
du globe (Paris, 1850), an article by Professor Gilbert Chinard, “When the French
Came to California,” was printed in this Quarterly, XXII (December 1943), 289-314.
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themselves, well situated to know what is going on in California, add their
testimony to the favorable news coming into France through the mails.
Certainly truth must have great power over public opinion to cause the
papers to abandon the caution they appeared to have imposed upon them-
selves at first, with reference only to favorable news, but which they
quickly set aside when it came to painting the darkest possible pictures
of California.

The stories of the workers who have come back from that new land of
promise, the letters which have left San Francisco under the seal of honor-
able business men—everything goes to prove that, originally, only a corner
of the veil covering that mysterious and heretofore almost unknown coun-
try had been lifted, in spite of the attempts made by specialists to call pub-
lic attention to the wealth they had found to exist therein. And so, from
now on, nobody can doubt the first reports about California; in the dust,
as well as in the depth of its soil, in the sand of its rivers, one finds gold!
Gold dust, gold nuggets. And that is not all of its wealth, for there is also
silver, cinnabar, mercury, platinum, and some claim even diamonds, and
what is still better, there is, in addition to those mines, a fertile land which
may be compared to the best tillable lands of France. We are mistaken—
that comparison cannot be made, because, in France, we can grow plants
of only the temperate zone, whereas, in California one can successfully
raise the plants of every country and of every clime.

The discovery of the gold mines of California has brought out a pro-
digious quantity of pamphlets and writings concerning that part of the
globe. Everyone has vied in describing the banks of the Sacramento or
those of the San Joaquin, the valleys of the Sierra Nevada or the shores of
the Pacific; some getting their information from official reports sent to
various government departments in France and abroad by the officers or
agents who have visited that part of North America, or from books pub-
lished before the discovery of the mines; others relating what they them-
selves had seen and observed, all of them purporting to remain within the
limits of a geographic or topographic description of the country. It is true
that they could only conjecture or guess at the probable quantity of gold
which could be extracted in a given time. The mines were still untouched,
or very nearly so. But today, since results have been obtained, it is possible
to enlighten public opinion by making known the wealth of this favored
country. So now, with a calm conscience and supported by authentic
documents, we are going to fill the gap unwittingly left by those who have
preceded us.

This publication which we offer our readers is accordingly intended to
reassure those among them who might feel like going to California but are
still hesitant because of some absurd tales. However, we must warn them
that the future is positively assured only for those who do not balk at work
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which is often very hard and which appears much harder to a lone man
abandoned to his own resources. Work on the contrary is nothing, or
almost nothing, when one works with others and when, through a well
conceived, profit sharing organization such as is offered by some companies,
one finds oneself in possession of all the apparatus necessary to mine and
wash gold, and one is supplied with and assured for the future all of the
things strictly necessary during one’s stay in California. An organization
which unites these two requisites and also permits all the workers to share
in a large measure the profits of the company is, therefore, the one that
should be chosen in preference to others. Through such an association no
doubt is left as to the success of the enterprise, and California will be
forced to yield what Nature has bestowed upon her and enrich those who
exploit her resources.

Before enumerating the results that have been obtained in working the
mines of this new Eldorado, let us first briefly consider the geographic situ-
ation of that country, its climate, and the location of its mines.

NEW CALIFORNIA
Geographical and Topographical Situation of California
Its Climate—Known Arable Land
Possibility of Colonization

North of Old California, between the 32nd and 42nd degree of north lati-
tude and the 1ogth and 127th degree of west longitude, is to be found
New California, called by the Americans Upper California. It is bounded
on the north, by the Territory of Oregon; on the east by the Rocky
Mountains; on the south by a diagonal line extending from latitude 32°30’
below San Diego to the head of the Gulf of California, and from there
following the course of the Gila, which separates it from the Province of
Sonora, to the Rocky Mountains. From north to south, it extends over
about 250 leagues, and from west to east, 300 leagues.

Separated from the United States by the Rocky Mountains,! it is tra-
versed by two mountain ranges, the Californian mountains [Coast Range]
and the Sierra Nevada, which divide it into three parts, distinct from one
another in every respect.

The Californian mountains are almost parallel to the shore and not more
than 20 to 25 leagues distant from it. They rise about twelve hundred
meters above sea level and include both tillable land and wooded sections
of marvelous beauty.

The region lying between the shores of the Pacific and the Californian
mountains was the only portion of that large country inhabited until
recently by Europeans and white people. The ground of that region is
very irregular; here and there, one finds many spurs between the main
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range and the coast hills. Numerous small streams flow in every direction
in the valleys of that part of the country, which is the only one where
the light of civilization has yet penetrated.

The Sierra Nevada, more to the east and farther inland, is a large moun-
tain range bearing NNW and SSE. It is one of the main branches of the
great mountain chain which extends through both Americas. There one
finds numerous large, wooded plateaus in the midst of which rise volcanic
peaks four or five thousand meters high and covered with snow.

Let us borrow from Commander Wilkes the following extract of the
account of a trip, which he published in 1848:

The Sierra Nevada [says he] rises gradually, step by step, from the western valley,
first as small hillocks, whose slopes become steeper and steeper as one approaches the

region of eternal snows; this slope, however, is easily accessible as far as the lower
limit of the snows.

Because of the great height of these mountains, to be climbed casily it is necessary
that their sides present an extremely extended base. Such is indeed the case. The
distance from the base to their summit is between 65 and 70 miles (26 to 28 leagues),
and their average elevation reaches 8,000 feet (2,400 meters).2

It is in the portion extending between the Californian mountains and the
Sierra Nevada, that one finds the auriferous mines and the very fertile,
tillable land. As in the first part, this second part is furrowed by numerous
streams of which the principal ones are the Sacramento and the San Joa-
quin. Great forests of pine and oak in the north cover large areas and form,
so to speak, the boundary between California and Oregon.

Finally, the third part lies between the Sierra Nevada and the Rocky
Mountains and appears to be nothing but a vast desert with sandy plains.
In the neighborhood of the salt lake, however, one finds tillable lands and
large prairies which spread their green grass as though inviting the workers
to come and make use of them.

As to the climate of New California, let us leave its description to a
competent authority. Let us open the learned work of Mr. Duflot de
Mofras. We will read therein:

The climate of New California is perfectly healthy. The temperature, on an aver-
age, in summer is 28° centigrade [82.04 Fahr.], in August 1841 an exception, the ther-
mometer indicated 38° C. [100.04 Fahr.], an unusual occurrence, but in September,
October, and November, the thermometer shows an average of 17 degrees above zero
[62.60° Fahrenheit].

Indeed the seasons follow the same sequence as in Europe: the year is divided into
two very distinct parts—the rainy season and the dry season. The rainy season begins
in October and ends in March. In winter, it rains every day at three o’clock in the
afternoon, but seldom during the night. Some mornings in December and January, one
may see sleet and white frost. Moreover, the winter is not, comparatively, as cold as
that of France, because of the southeast winds which generally prevail during that
period of the year.

The dry season begins at the end of March or in the first days of April, and does
not end until September or October. Through one of those contradictions of Nature,
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the northwest winds which blow during that period of six months are sometimes cold
enough in the middle of summer to oblige the inhabitants to make a fire in the houses
along the seacoast. The frequent fogs occurring during that season contribute greatly
to the cooling of the atmosphere. These fogs are sometimes so thick that obscurity is
almost complete.

Thunder storms are very rare in California, and sometimes one may spend whole
years without hearing the roar of thunder. However, the wind storms are very strong
on the Coast . . .3

“The geographic position of Upper California,” says Mr. Auguste La-
coste,* “is, without gainsay, one of the most advantageous on the globe.”

The great extent of its coast line and of its valleys gives it the double aspect of an
agricultural and a maritime country, with all the advantages thereof. Its temperature,
fluctuating between extreme heat and extreme cold, protects it from the plagues which
rage in other parts of America; and its climate, which is very similar to that of France,
is perfectly adapted to the most delicate constitutions.

From this description of the climate of California it is evident that the
working of the gold mines cannot be carried on except in the dry season,
that is to say, from March or April to September or October. The rest
of the year is consequently a dead season for the miners. But although the
gold seekers cannot then work in the gold diggings, it must not be thought
that they have nothing to do and that they must fold their arms and wait
for the dry season. Does not Nature seem to have foreseen the exploitation
of the California mines, and has she not established, as if deliberately, a
season that makes work in the mines impossible, so as to induce the work-
ers to cultivate the fertile land? For there is no mistaking that the soil of
California is very fertile and very well adapted to agriculture, and if one
wishes to cultivate it, it will yield all kinds of produce.

If some miners desire to rest after six months of work and prefer to rely
upon imports for what they need, they can take advantage of the vacation
Nature gives them, to go to the ports of the Pacific or the new commercial
cities that are being built at this moment in the neighborhood of the
placers, and there purchase their summer provisions, paying for them with
their precious metal which will thence find its way to every corner of
the globe.

The most convenient time to start from France for California, therefore,
is November or December, or even January. After a sea voyage of a few
months (8o days going through Chagres and Panama, 160 days around
the Horn) one arrives in March, April, or May, that is to say, at the begin-
ning of the dry season, and may begin work the very next day after his
arrival.

Such is the policy of the company, La Californienne, a profit sharing
society, established for the purpose of working the auriferous ground of
California. It has already sent forth its first contingent of working partners.
It is going to send a second contingent in December, and a third in January.
Each contingent is provided with amalgamating machines for the washing
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of gold, retorts to distill mercury, crucibles with their furnaces, provisions
for the workers, and agricultural implements. When, owing to the sea-
sons, the laborers will not be able to work in the gold mines, they will pro-
ceed to establish a colony. This company has an immense advantage over
others, that of adding to the working of the mines an export trade, which
will enable it easily to provide whatever is necessary to the maintenance
of its working partners, and at the same time furnish them the raw mate-
rials necessary to colonization. The company has had good reason for ex-
tending its operations into various fields, for the day will come, and that
before long, when the workers will be so numerous in California that it will
not be possible to import enough of the absolutely necessary goods to sup-
ply the demand. Then those who have used foresight and have cultivated
the fields of California will be fortunate! They will add their products to
the supplies received from Europe, deriving immense wealth therefrom.

If the most suitable time for the workers to go to California is November,
December, and January, such is not the case for exports, which should
arrive when the miners cannot work any more. Therefore, it is in May,
June, and July that goods must be shipped in.order to arrive in September,
October, and November. That is to say, the opposite rule should be fol-
lowed to that applicable to the workers. To the adverse reports that have
been made as to the impossibility of farming in California, or rather about
the sterility of the land, we will offer the description given by Mr. Auguste
Lacoste in a part of his voyage around the world, as to what he saw with
his own eyes when he was traveling under the orders of Mr. de Rosamel:>

The environs of Monterey [he says] are very pleasing to the eye. Magnificent
meadows extend right up to the town and far beyond to the hills covered with firs
and oaks. Upon those hills, one finds all the vegetation to be found in Europe, but
magnified to gigantic proportions. Across the plains rise clumps of massive trees, sym-
metrically distributed as though an intelligent hand had selected their positions.

Silence reigns supreme in this grand and wonderful region, and one is filled with
awe on beholding this mighty land whose virgin soil has not yet been worked by the
hand of man. While crowded populations clash on the unfertile soil of Europe, here
immense plains have stretched out for centuries under the sun, challenging strong
men to come and work them.

The province of San Francisco presents every characteristic of a boundless fertility
and surpasses even the wonders of Monterey. One always finds the same mighty and
varied nature, the same broad and extensive landscapes.

California possesses something more precious than its mines, more solid than its
gold: a land fertile and of an incredible fruitfulness. The richest mines will be worked
out in time, but the soil keeps everlastingly its youth and will acquire, under the hand
of man, an ever-increasing value. Experience shows that while the English and
Portuguese colonies, based upon the principle of agricultural development, attained
a boundless prosperity, the Spanish settlements, established for the sole purpose of
extracting metals, after having enriched Europe, fell into the most profound misery.
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Therefore, from the point of view of colonization, California offers a great field for
observation and study.

The most favorable sections for settlement are found to the north and west of the
Bay of San Francisco, upon the lands bordering on itvand on the banks of the Sacra-
mento and its tributaries. These are the best lands, and they have a climate best
adapted to Europeans. The soil is especially suited to the growing of grain and the rais-
ing of cattle. The vast expanse of fertile ground, the ease with which water may be
obtained from all the streams flowing into the bay, the yearly rainfall make this part
of California an essentially agricultural country. It is much superior, as far as soil is
concerned, to the southern district and it is more thickly settled.

The natives are of a mild and inoffensive disposition. There is no cause to fear that
they may oppose the establishment of colonies. Up to now, few strangers have settled
in California. Most of those who chanced to come were either sailors or deserters,
and the few workmen who landed were welcomed by the inhabitants and for the
most part, have married there.

As a rule, the prodigiously fertile soil is able to produce an abundance of grain and
fruit of every description. The coast is healthy, not dangerous, and its harbors are
excellent. Numerous rivers water its lands, and the hills that rise along the seaboard
on the northeast protect it against the only winds that might be obnoxious.

Let us add to this picture a few extracts from an article by Mr. Hippolyte
Ferry,® published last October, in La Patrie:

The Sierra Nevada and the Californian mountains, coming together in the south,
form the magnificent Tulare valley watered by the San Joaquin River. Like the Nile,
this river has annual floods, doubtless on a lesser scale, but contributing not a little to
the growth of a wonderful vegetation all over its watershed.

The Tulare valley contains a vast expanse of tillable land; its forests furnish magnifi-
cent lumber.

There may be found large savannahs or natural meadows, in which graze huge herds
of deer, buffalo and wild horses.

But so varied are the aspects of that vast expanse, that the plants of our climate and
those of the tropics can be cultivated with equal success.

The Tulare valley terminates in the latitude of the Bay of San Francisco. Measured
at its longest part, it is about 200 miles” from the southeast to the northwest, and its
greatest width is 100 miles.

May we further add what Major Wilkes says in his narrative of his trip
to California. Here it is:

“All that part of the Sierra,” says he, “contains ground well adapted for
agriculture. The numerous little streams that water it are not one of the
least advantages offered to those farmers who would like to settle in this
clime.”

Thus New California contains not only gold mines, but also a vast ex-
panse of very fertile, tillable land, which may be easily worked and offers
immense resources to these gold seekers willing to cultivate it.

Let us hasten to admit that all of Upper California is not fit for agricul-
ture. It can be cultivated only in that portion lying between the Pacific
and the Sierra Nevada, and principally in the mining region. There is
between the Sierra Nevada and the Rocky Mountains a vast area compris-
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ing at least two-thirds of California, which seems to be composed of vol-
canic debris, burnt rocks, sandstone and calcareous deposits. However,
one should not assert that this part of California is not arable, for it has
not yet been sufficiently explored to ecnable one to form an opinion on
the subject. It, therefore, can only be conjectured that the sandy plains
which have been seen, in all are not very promising as agricultural lands.

In addition, New California is very favorably situated to establish inter-
course with every part of the globe, and especially with the new republics
that border the Pacific. These countries, situated in the tropics, generally
lack many products that California can supply at more advantageous prices
than those paid to the merchants of European countries. It is certain,
therefore, that there is an outlet for the flour, oil, hides, tallow, potatoes,
wine, brandy, olives, linen, hemp, lumber, and many other commodities
which can readily be supplied by California, once its soil is intelligently
cultivated.

We, therefore, earnestly advise the many travelers who are going to
California to prospect for gold, to take advantage of the six winter months
during which they cannot work in the mines and engage in the task of
colonizing the country, work which can be carried on easily during the
rainy season. They might, and this we strongly recommend, organize
themselves into profit-sharing companies, some members of which would
be working the mines, while others would devote themselves to establish-
ing colonies, and within a very few years their efforts would be crowned
with complete success.

To invite idle capital to contribute to the development of the land of
California is most advisable. Over there, investments would be rewarded
by great profits if they combined with the labor of the agriculturist. It is
quite surprising that capitalists did not come forward to organize a com-
pany having for its exclusive object the colonization of the banks of the
Sacramento and the San Joaquin, as soon as the official news reached
France. Too much emphasis, therefore, cannot be placed upon the im-
mense advantages offered by the company, La Californienne. Placed under
altogether exceptional conditions and owning gold mines, this company
will be able usefully to employ some of its working partners in the culti-
vation of the land, while others will be working in the mines. Courage,
directors and workers of La Californienne, under such conditions, your
success cannot be doubted!

THE PLACERS

The gold mines of California known at the present time are located within
a triangle formed on one side by the San Joaquin River, on another by
the Sacramento, and on the third side by the Sierra Nevada. It is a vast
rolling plain, through which run numerous streams. Its distance from San
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Francisco is about forty leagues. Formerly deserted, this plain is, at this
writing, a vast workshop where more than one hundred thousand work-
men from every country have congregated. Chileans, Peruvians, Ameri-
cans, Brazilians, Spaniards, Portuguese, English, Germans, French, etc.
are working side by side in the land of promise. Everyone wants his share
of the hidden wealth of California, everyone wishes to become a capitalist.

Four commercial towns are now being constructed. Others will soon
be started in the mining region, on the banks of the Sacramento, of the
San Joaquin, and along the other rivers which flow through the placers.

The country in which gold is found extends over all of the Tulare valley,
that is, over an area of 3,240 square leagues. No one, however, can state
positively that the mines are all enclosed within the limits we have assigned
to them. There is every reason to believe, on the contrary, that they ex-
tend to the foothills of the Californian mountains and into the Sierra Ne-
vada toward the south. It is even positively stated today that there are
mines in the Province of Sonora, which is a Mexican dependency; the
Gila is loaded with gold, like the Sacramento and the San Joaquin. The
whole truth is not yet known; one may wonder whether it ever will be.

Letters coming to us either directly or through American or English
papers, inform us in a most positive manner of the wealth of the mines, and
tell us of the first work that has been done and the results obtained by the
gold seekers. Amazed by these reports we are asking ourselves why the
French Government has not encouraged emigration by providing the
assistance of the merchant marine and the navy. In our ports we see idle
ships waiting to be chartered; they could be advantageously used to pro-
mote emigration, and the profit would very soon fall into the almost empty
coffers of the State. In our cities, there is a surplus of population having
no bread, many have no shelter against the inclemency and severity of the
weather; and both in the city and in the country there are unfortunates
who, in the full vigor of their manhood, hold out their hands for alms, or
knock at the doors of the rich; all of them could find over there remunera-
tive work either in hunting for gold or in settling the country. These un-
fortunate victims of our recent political disturbances who are yearning for
freedom could be usefully employed in California. Some will answer that
before dreaming of settling that far off country, over which France has
no rights whatever, it would be better to think of Africa. That is true, but
it is also true that both enterprises could be undertaken and carried on
simultaneously. Furthermore, we are in duty bound to do this, and for the
following reason:

France can no longer hide the deficit in her coffers; the public debt
threatens to engulf in bankruptcy whatever capital is left; disaster is in-
evitable unless a final effort is made to balance receipts and expenses. Well,
then! Since it appears impossible to practice an economy that would pre-
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vent an unavoidable bankruptcy, let France set aside one or two million
to secure the free transportation to California of all available hands, let
her obtain from the American Union a grant of land; let these workers ex-
ploit this land by hunting for gold and establishing colonies. France can
collect from the products of all kinds a certain pro-rata, which at first will
repay the money advanced and soon will be large enough to fill the yawn-
ing chasm of the deficit in her coffers. There will be enough left so that
part of it may be devoted to the colonization of Algeria.

We beg our readers’ pardon for having digressed for a moment from
the limits we have set for our work, but we have been unable to withhold
the cry of our conscience. In a civilized country like France it grieves us
to see those who seem to have been placed by Providence at the head of
the government to put an end to the evils which are destroying society,
slumbering in a perpetual status quo. It grieves us to see about us vigorous
men who are eager to work, standing in complete idleness, ever expecting
to be called upon to assist in some work and waiting in vain! For willy-
nilly, it must be acknowledged that France has too many laborers. Let us
hasten to say that this excess of labor exists only because French agriculture
appears to be in a state of lethargy and will find itself, upon awakening, on
the brink of an abyss. It will be lucky if it awakens in time so as not to be
plunged, with everything pertaining to it, into an utter disintegration.
Oh! if agriculture had not been thwarted in its efforts, if it had found at
its side the firm and vigilant arm of the government, whatever it might
have been, it would have emerged victorious from the struggle, and French
soil, conquered by the efforts of the farmers, would have brought about
what we are striving for today, and what is vainly looked for elsewhere,
the extinction of pauperism.

But let us go back to our work and consider the immense resources
concealed in the soil of California.

Not to be charged with exaggeration or accused of romancing in order
to entice to that far-away land unfortunates who would have stayed at
home had it not been for our tales, we will leave the task of making known
the richness of the California gold deposits to the letters we receive and
to extracts from the American and English papers. Thus we will not have
to blame ourselves for having misled by our statements those who decide
to emigrate, hoping that with a little easy work they will be able to acquire
California gold, but who, having once reached the spot, will be cruelly
disappointed upon finding that plenty of hard work is necessary.

The first correspondence that we have to place under the eyes of our
readers is that of Mr. Emmanuel Oliveira, envoy of the French government.
He may have yielded to the enthusiasm of the scholar and artist, and his
recital perhaps has been influenced thereby. This is what we learn from
the following letters.
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After a few details relative to the arrival at Chagres and Panama, he adds:

Not many days after my arrival at Panama, several sailing vessels cast anchor in
the port. Each one of these ships soon had a full complement of passengers; one had
150, another 200, a third 300, and the Humboldt took away as many as 400, piled helter
skelter on the deck and between decks. It is feared that many of these ships will not
reach their destination, since they are overcrowded with passengers and in bad con-
dition. But the speculative operations practiced by Americans leaving New York on
the price of tickets, on steamers plying between San Francisco and Panama, has forced
the emigrants to be satisfied with whatever means of transportation local speculators
offer them. I have heard one of them offering a second-class ticket for sale for one
thousand dollars, (5,000 francs) and to show you the eagerness with which people
rush toward California, a great many buyers came forward at this price.

It is true that the steamers which are expected daily never arrive. The Callao, which
anchored in the meantime, confirmed the news that their crews had deserted, but
that others had been recruited after painstaking efforts and at great expense, so that
steamers would soon be coming into the harbor. On board the Callao there were two
French business men who were bringing back some Californian gold. I have held in my
hand a piece of perfectly pure gold which weighed a kilogram and a half [about
three pounds]. One of these Frenchmen, who had left home penniless, was bringing
back 60,000 francs, after a stay of six months in California. His companion, who had
remained only five months, was bringing back 125,900 francs. The latter had simply
confined his efforts to doing business in San Francisco, without going elsewhere. The
Oregon, reported to be coming by the Callao, cast anchor immediately afterwards.
She had on board one million in California gold, and a great number of passengers
the poorest of whom had made from ten thousand to thirty thousand dollars. The
day after the arrival of the Oregon came the Panama, out of New York, and about
which some anxiety had been felt.

The news brought by the Oregon fully confirmed what had been said with refer-
ence to the golden riches of California; but at the same time it reported that the value
of the most necessary articles was still far from diminishing. The emigrants buy
everything they find in San Francisco and push on. Those who follow imitate them
and go still further. Saddles, harnesses, blankets, camping utensils, and especially rubber
garments, always fetch enormous prices.

To give you an idea of the prices at which necessities are sold in San Francisco, 1
will tell you it is very difficult to secure a dozen eggs for five dollars (25 francs).
There are no servants, and it is impossible to hire any at any price. Those who were
brought by some emigrants in easy circumstances deserted immediately to go to the
placers.

As to the general who governs California, he has to black his boots himself.

On the 22nd of May, the California, which had lost its crew like the Oregon, finally
came into the Bay of Panama. It had hired sailors for twenty-eight to thirty dollars a
month, but those sailors agreed to accept those conditions only because they wanted
to carry away the gold they had gathered in California. The California had aboard
the wife of General [Persifor F.] Smith, who was going back to the United States,
and eighty other passengers.

A servant in San Francisco who possesses a small cart and mule has rented them
for $6,000 a year (30,000 francs). His only work consists in driving the mule, which
costs him nothing to feed.

Gold is still more abundant than has been announced in the American papers, but
very hard work is necessary to obtain it. The two important points where the miners
go are Sutter’s Fort, on the Sacramento, and Stockton, on the San Joaquin River.
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The price of the passage to either one of these points varies from twenty-five to
thirty dollars a person, food not included. The trip, which is made in boats of all
kinds, lasts about three days and the passengers have no shelter but the deck of the boat.

Cognac, which is sold in San Francisco for an ounce of gold per bottle, is worth
double and treble that amount at the placers. In spite of the great difficulty that one
meets in extracting gold, it is everywhere in enormous quantities. I have just seen a
piece weighing four kilograms [eight pounds]. It belonged to a sailor who, in partner-
ship with seven of his mates, took out sixty-five thousand dollars (325,000 francs).
The other passengers of the California, like those of the Oregon, each possessed from
fifteen thousand to thirty-five thousand dollars.

Great difficulties are experienced by the boats at the time of disembarkation. The
crews ordinarily desert on the first or second day. When, by chance, a crew agrees
not to desert, the captain must sign a promise to let all the sailors leave for the mines
immediately after the landing of passengers, and to wait so as to bring all of them
back together, either to Panama or the United States. The captains who have lost
their crews must engage common laborers, who are paid at the rate of six or eight
dollars a day in addition to their food.

The emigrants who land in San Francisco do almost any kind of work in order to
earn the sum necessary for the trip to the mines. It does not take very long to earn
the money.

EMMANUEL D’OLIVEIRA.
Captain Gabriel Lafond, of Larcy, has just published two confidential
letters, which contain precious documents on California. We are giving
our readers the two following extracts from this correspondence:

My dear Captain: Monterey, April 10, 1849.

No doubt, you have been acquainted for several months with the details of the
discovery of gold in California; you must have received my previous letters which
told you about it at length. Since then, the discoveries have increased; gold has been
found in every stream flowing into the Sacramento and the San Joaquin; it has been
found in flakes and in nuggets, in the canyons that separate the numerous spurs of
the foothills of the snowy Cordilleras. In a recent visit, I have ascertained that gold has
been found in all the tributaries from the American River to the Plumex [Feather]
River. Thus the gravels of the Placeres-Secos (dry places where gold is found) which
must be transported on men’s backs for a distance of three or four miles to the banks
of the rivers where they are to be washed, furnish a daily return of three to four ounces
of gold per man. One may, therefore, consider that the gold fields extend to the
north as far as the borders of Oregon, and to the south, as far as the headwaters of
the San Joaquin, a distance of 160 leagues, a millionth part of which is neither known
or touched. Our adventurers have found, outside of the Placeres-Secos, other places
just as rich, and even richer than these heaps of almost pure gold which have yielded
so many millions.

The quantity of gold already in the hands of the inhabitants of California and in
those of foreigners, is prodigious. This wealth has increased throughout the winter;
more than five hundred houses have been built near the snowy mountains, and 1,500
to 2,000 white men have spent the winter there. ‘

With so much wealth in circulation, commerce has been developed to an extent
which you cannot conceive. Shipments upon shipments have been sold at extraordi-
nary prices, and all goods continue to be in demand or are absolutely lacking.
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New York, May 26, 1849.
(EXTRACT)

California, my dear friend, continues to create excitement in the minds of everyone
here. The new discoveries which have been announced up to the first of May, from
San Francisco, confirm what had been described four or five months ago. However
much\exaggeration there may still be, one must confess that undeniably there is gold—
much gold. This week a million and a half dollars have been brought to New York
by the Crescent City; I have seen a large part of it. And so, emigration by land and
by sea continues as actively as at the beginning of the rush. Adventurers are moving
in caravans by way of the plains and the valley of the Missouri; nearly 3,000 wagons
passed through St. Louis last month.

On the twentieth of June 1849, Mr. Gould-Buffum, a distinguished pub-
licist who momentarily had deserted his pen for the pick, wrote from San

Francisco:

Without doubt, there are in the region of the placers inexhaustible treasures. T have
travelled over more than three hundred miles of country and not once have I hunted
for gold without finding it in more or less abundant quantity. I have followed both
banks of the river for an extent of more than thirty miles, and I have never washed a
pan of dirt without finding a certain quantity of gold. Gold is found everywhere!
It is scattered “like the blessings of Providence,” and all that is needed to obtain it
is work.8

Now is the turn of the American papers to picture the placers for us:

The rigors of last winter [say all the newspapers] have not prevented the miners
from continuing the exploration of the gold fields. The interruption in the arrival
of gold and the mail, owing to freezing weather and snowfalls such as had not been
seen since 1823, that is to say, for 26 years, may have led to the belief that work had
been suspended, but such was not the case. Sheltered in shanties, that is to say, in
cabins made of branches and mud, lodged in log cabins—houses made of boards—
reduced to eating salt meat, without communication with anyone in the world, and
living, in short, under the most wretched conditions imaginable, the adventurers of
California, nevertheless, have continued their hard work. These very conditions have
contributed to the prospecting of larger surfaces of the gold-bearing soil. Driven
away by the storms, a lot of these improvised miners have rushed toward the south,
seeking a milder climate, and thus they have discovered that gold is found with an
equal abundance as far as the southern border of California, and even on and beyond
the Gila River, and as far as the State of Sonora, which is still a Mexican dependency.

On account of this winter campaign, the existence of gold over a space extending
more than three hundred leagues had been ascertained. And so, when spring opened
up communications and the abundance of gold made it possible, by paying mere sailors
the unbelievable wages of five and six hundred francs a month, for some of the ships
which had been deserted in port by their crews to remain on the seacoast, there sud-
denly was presented for export a huge amount of gold the existence of which had not
been suspected in California. For instance, it has been figured, as far as it is possible to
estimate, that from April 30, 1848, until May 1, 1849, a sum of seven million dollars
(36 million 500,000 francs) in gold dust or bars has been exported from California.
This is an enormous sum, considering the small number of people who have gathered
it. This number, indeed, is not considerable—s,000 or 6,000 men at most; for among
them cannot be counted the emigrants who, driven by the “gold yellow fever,” have
left for California during the early months of this year.

-
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Two months after giving the foregoing news, the same papers, frightened, or rather
worried by the increase of the emigration and the results the gold seckers were getting,
were painting California in the darkest colors. But they had to abandon these tactics
and return to the truth. Thus, one of them, a few days afterward, published in its
columns the following extract from a letter:

“l worked on the Middle Fork with indifferent success,” said the letter. “However,
not a day passed when I did not gather from fifteen to sixteen dollars. When the
waters become lower I shall go back to the mines where I expect to find a lot of gold,
for I know some very good places.”

And farther on, the same newspaper added that everyone working in
the placers of the San Joaquin region, and especially those of Sullivan’s
camp, made twenty-five dollars a day, while some of the more fortunate
ones cleaned up two hundred and three hundred dollars a day.

At the beginning of last September, Mr. Perrot, music teacher at Batig-
nolles-Monceaux, No. 40 Avenue de St. Ouen, was kind enough to transmit
to us a letter his wife had just received, by way of Havre, from their son,
who, yielding to the general enthusiasm, had gone to California. His
letter follows:

San Francisco, April 26, 1849.
My very good Mother,

You will be surprised to see the date of my letter, if you have not received my
last, of the 27th of December, that I wrote before leaving Chile to come to California.

This country, recently conquered by the Americans, must have caused quite a
sensation in Europe because of the richness of its mines. As a consequence, people from
all over the world are rushing to it in appalling numbers. Cities grow like mushrooms,
and their rapid development, as well as their business activity, will cause this country
to play a great part in the world before long.

I have been here only 15 days. I gathered together my last resources to reach this
place, firmly resolved either to die here or make a fortune. Oh! If I am to believe
what is said, it is rather an easy matter, that is, compared with the difficulties encoun-
tered in other places: all one has to do, so to speak, is to stoop and pick up gold.

All that is told here concerning the richness of this country seems so fabulous that I,
who am on the spot, cannot believe it is true; it seems to me as though I am under
the influence of an enchanted sleep.

Just imagine, this country is but six months old. Before that there were no inhab-
itants to speak of. Today, there are towns everywhere, people everywhere, and an
extraordinary activity. There are already in port more than two hundred ships from
Europe, which leads me to believe that the news must have had the same effect at
home as in South America, whose inhabitants, attracted by the lure of gold, are leav-
ing in crowds.

Upon arriving here, everyone goes to the mines. Already there is a large popula-
tion; but it can still increase without danger of exhausting the wealth of the earth
which is estimated as more than two hundred leagues in extent. These mines are
called Lavadero because gold is extracted by washing it out of the earth. There are
some places where the gold is fine, and others, where it is found in nuggets, some of
which weigh several pounds. In the first instance, the gold is rather evenly distributed;
in the second, it is found by chance.

Manual labor is very expensive: carpenters and joiners earn, 6o, 80, even 100 francs
per day; a washerwoman charges 5 francs for every piece she is given to wash, and
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since new shirts do not cost much more, some people prefer to buy new ones and
not keep them after they have been used. Bread is worth forty cents a pound; trans-
portation is correspondingly expensive; nothing is cheap but clothes that glut the
market.

At the mines, four and five francs per pound is paid for flour, and other things
are in proportion.

I have spoken to several people who have come from the mines and expect to go
back very soon. If one is to believe what they say, no one can fail to make a fortune.
Many told me they had washed as much as 1,000 francs a day and even more, accord-
ing to the richness of the place where luck had taken them; thus, by working only six
months in the year (one works only in summer) one can amass from 180 to 200,000
francs, a very respectable amount these days.

The climate is good, and people are robust and healthy except in some places
where there are intermittent fevers, which are easily avoided; the vegetation is won-
derful, and the country very picturesque. But then I am only repeating what I have
been told. After a bit, I will be able to speak with more authority.

I hope to be leaving for the mines in about eight days with one of my friends, who
is an excellent doctor, and four Chilean laborers. Do not be surprised if you do not
hear from me for some time, because I do not think I shall be able to write you
before the end of the campaign, in six or seven months.

Let us hope, my good mother, that before long we shall all be happy; we can hardly

doubt it any more. (Signed) LeororLp PErroT.
The English newspapers also have wanted to inform their numerous
readers of some of the truth concerning the placers. They have opened
their columns to private communications, and the Timzes, in one of its
September issues, devoted three columns to a letter dated San Francisco,

July 2, 1849.

This letter, like all others coming from this country, begins with long
and often insignificant details. The author wanted to expand his account
SO as to give an idea of the prices of some commodities. For information,
we think it advisable to reproduce this part of his letter:

Lumber, planks, American pine $350 (1,855 francs) per 1,000 feet; Swedlsh pine,
from $250 to $275; Chilean lumber, $300.

Flour, per sack of 200 Spanish pounds $9 (47 fr. go c.) abundant and in great demand.

Pine boards a month ago sold for as much as $400 (2,120 fr.) per 1,000 feet; and
flour, three months ago, as high as $18 (95 fr. 48 c.) per 100 lbs.

Potatoes, grown in California, $12 (63 fr. 6o c.) per cwt., scarce and in great demand.

‘Ham, 36 cents (1 fr. 80 c.) per lb.; salt beef $1.50 (7 fr. go c.) a barrel—abundant,
little demand.

Cans of preserved meat, from $16 to $20 (84 to 105 fr.) a dozen.

Sardines, $22 (126 fr. 6o c.) per dozen of half cans.

Edam cheese, 35 cents (1 fr. 75 c.) per Ib.

French prunes, $5.50 (28 fr. 15 c.) a basket of 11 Ibs.

French brandy, a case of 12 bottles, $16 (84 fr. 8o c.).

Martell brandy (English brand) in casks, $6.00 (31 fr. 80 c.) a gallon (4 litres 54
centil.), but hard to sell, like all liquids in barrels, bottles being much easier to transport
to the mines.

Champagne, from $15 to 30 (from 8o fr. to 132 fr. 50 c.) a dozen bottles, according
to quality.
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Port Wine, no demand.

Sherry Wine, little demand.

Madcira Wine, a gallon, $2 (10 fr. 60 c.), little demand.

Same, bottled, $3.50 to $4.75 a dozen (18 fr. 65 c. to 25 fr. 20 c.).

New England Rum, 55¢ to 75¢ (2 fr. 80 c. to 3 fr. 95 c.) a gallon, according to quality.

Whiskey (Monongahala) from $1.50 to $1.75.

Holland Gin, a case of 12 bottles, $6.00 (31 fr. 8o c.) a case.

Bass Ale, $7.50 (39 fr. 75 c.) a dozen bottles. A quantity recently imported from
China reached this price.

Glasgow Ale, from Tennant and Baird, $7 (37 fr. 10 c.) a dozen bottles.

All manufactured goods and ready-made clothes are so plentiful that they are sold
at cost and even below. All goods destined for the interior are bought in San Fran- -
cisco and are selected to suit the needs of the placers and of the mines; the inland
market itself is subject to the most extraordinary fluctuations, owing to the wandering
habits of the miners and their whims.

The tariff voted by the Washington Congress in 1846 is in force: foreign ships pay
a tonnage duty of $1.00 (5 fr. 30 c.) a ton. Foreign ships under 7o tons are allowed to
engage in coastal traffic and enter the rivers leading to the mines.

Dealing subsequently with other details of the administration and gov-
ernment of California, the author admits that the mi]itgry rule exists in
name only, the country being governed by the Spanish laws, conjointly
with American laws. But since this letter was written, new facts have
developed which we shall mention later on. However, we cannot omit
the passage in which he says that, although the country has neither regu-
lar administration nor police, it is not a prey to anarchy as some would
have one believe. “Goods,” he says, “and liquors are to be found every-
where on the beach and in the streets, for there are no warehouses in which
to house them, and very seldom is any stolen.

This same correspondent could not refrain from writing about the price
of real estate and that of manual labor. It is appropriate to quote from
this part:

The value of real estate [says he] has increased in San Francisco in a proportion
one cannot realize, and the price of rents has naturally followed. A piece of land
offered a year ago to one of my friends for $1,000 (5,300 fr.) and which he refused
because he found the claims exaggerated, was sold again four months ago in three
lots at $28,745 (152,340 fr.) cash for each. This is only one instance among a thousand
that I could cite.

A house built this year at a cost of $40,000 (212,000 fr.) was rented a few days
ago for $40,000 a year. The house in which I am writing to you was rented last year
for $50 (265 fr.) a year; now it rents for $1,800 (9,540 fr.).

Labor is very high: a common laborer earns $7.00 (37 fr.) a day; a carpenter $8; a
cook gets $150 (795 fr.) a month; and a sailor as much.

In port there are now 103 merchant ships of which 39 are American, 22 Chilean, ¢
English, 7 Danish, 6 French, 4 from the Sandwich Islands, 4 from Tahiti (French pro-
tectorate), 3 Mexican, 3 Peruvian, 2 from Hamburg, 1 Spanish, 1 from Bremen, 1
Portuguese, without counting a fleet of light craft which ply on the Sacramento and
San Joaquin rivers and all the inland waterways of the bay.
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After having been tied up for lack of hands, the ships are beginning to be able to
leave port; it is no longer difficult to hire sailors at $150 (795 fr.) a month.

Writing next about the wealth of the mines, the honorable correspondent
of the Times tells of what he has seen with his own eyes. His story is of
major interest, since he is giving to the public what he has personally
observed. We shall let him speak, for fear of not quoting him properly:

The soil is composed of a red marl in which gold is found even to the summit of
the hills, which are very rugged, creviced, and covered with large boulders. The
stream it is necessary to descend to reach the placers or wash the gold is a swift torrent
which dashes and foams against its shores and against the rocks which obstruct its bed,
and it carries the gold the miners gather. Heretofore, this work has been carried on
in the most elementary manner by the adventurers who first rushed into these regions
and who, finding such an abundance of gold on the surface of the soil, never thought
of digging deeper. Since, however, the gold is found (at least that is my opinion) in
layers formed by alluvial soil washed down from the neighboring heights in the
course of centuries, it follows that because of the heaviness of the metal, the lower
strata must be infinitely richer than those on the surface.

I am working, at present (June 1849) on the Yuba, at a place where the gold has
already been removed from the upper strata, and I can see that the deeper I dig the
richer the earth becomes. As proof that all of this gold comes from alluviums and has
been carried down by water, it is well to note that it is always more abundant wherever
bends of the river form bars. I have also noticed that whenever the banks of the
streams are high and precipitous, the auriferous deposits always contain more gold
than where the grade is slight. So far, I have not yet found a gold vein; however, I have
seen a specimen, which I was told came from the Sierra Nevada, in which the gold
was encased in a white quartz gangue. It was extremely rich; the greater part of the
specimen was pure gold and weighed about four pounds Troy (almost a kilogram and
a half).

That the beds of these streams contain incredible wealth, I have no doubt for after
the floods caused by the melting of the snow have subsided, and part of the bed of the
stream has become dry, the dirt extracted then is always richer than that found near
the edges which are occasionally flooded. The reason for this is obvious, it is because
the main bed of the stream receives, throughout its course, the debris from all the hills
between which it flows, while the places which are only occasionally flooded are
enriched only by the gold coming down from the hills in their immediate vicinity.

Although there was a lot of exaggeration in all the stories I had read or heard before
coming to the country, I do not doubt and T do not hesitate to repeat that it contains
incredible wealth. I cannot, however, vouch for the accuracy of the figures some
people have given me as to the profit they have derived from their work. T will
merely state what I have personally observed. I can say that a man with nothing but
a wooden basin, holding a quarter of a bushel (8 or 10 litres) of earth, can extract one
or two ounces (30 to 6o grams) of gold, pure gold, of course, in six or seven hours of
work. That is what the men I am at present employing are producing. Notice that
this is more than the mines of Peru or Chile ever produced.

On the fifteenth of last August, the packet-boat California arrived in
Panama with fifty-one passengers and 2,500,000 francs in gold.

The steamer Medway has arrived lately in London with the news that
rich deposits of gold had been found north of the American River and
that every miner could clean up an ounce of the precious metal per day.
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A letter from California, of which the following extract was sent us
from Liverpool on October 6, again verifies the richness of the mines:

“As for gold, it is still found everywhere. A piece weighing 1434 Ibs.,
has come from the San Joaquin, and has been bought to be presented to
Queen Victoria. Another nugget weighs 8 pounds. In short, the news
is most favorable for the prospectors.”

The 1434 1b. nugget mentioned in the above quotation has been disposed
of as indicated. A letter from San Francisco, dated July 29 and which was
kindly transmitted to us by Mr. Chateauneuf, No. 8 Boulevard Montmartre,
Paris, to whom it was addressed by Messrs. de Boom, Vigneaux and Grisar,
informs us of the cost of this piece.

“The firm of Cros, Hobson and Company,? of San Francisco,” says that
letter, “has just sold a piece of gold to Don F. Léon, destined for Queen
Victoria, for 3,560 pesos cash (19,224 fr.).”

Happy the man who found that nugget! In one hour, in one minute, in
one second, he earned 19,000 francs!

The Times has published in its columns an extract from a letter, dated
San Francisco, September 1.

In the month of August [it is said in this letter] a municipal government similar
to the Mexican has been set up. The chief executive is the alcalde, who at the same
time tries civil and criminal cases.

Emigrants continue to arrive from every country; 9,000 have come at a time over
the Rocky Mountains.

The quantity of gold extracted in one day is estimated at 48,750 pounds sterling
(1,218,750 francs).

Is that all? No. Numerous quotations are available, and we could
write whole volumes if we wanted to quote everything. Now it is the
turn of an American paper to inform us of the arrivals of new shipments
of gold:

“Considerable quantities of California gold dust have again arrived in
New York,” says this paper. “The Ohio has brought $130,000 worth of
dust belonging to passengers, and it had $60,000 of loaned money.”

The Alta California says:

The population is now increasing more rapidly every day. In the month of August,
03 ships arrived in San Francisco and landed 3,866 immigrants, of which 3,342 were
Americans. To this number must be added those who come overland.

This brings us back to the mining news, which at this time, is entirely satisfactory . . .

The season is most favorable for the gold miners. The waters are at their lowest,
and the yield becomes better and easier to obtain. They tell of a company at Mormon
Island, which, by scientific means, cleans up $200 a day. However the north and middle
branches of the American River appear to be the most productive places. On the sec-
ond of those streams an association of thirty people, by diverting the river, cleaned up
$15,000 (76,000 fr.) in three days, and hope to reap an average of 10 ounces of gold
(840 fr.) per man per day. Elsewhere, we have heard of 20 individuals organized into
a company and regularly earning 3 ounces each (352 fr.). On the Middle Fork, the




California Unveiled 59
yield is still better: a company with a submarine apparatus [sic] hopes to gather,
before long, $10,000 (53,000 fr.) per day’s work.10

Ah! Despite our willingness to believe the recitals of what there may
be in this far-away land, we cannot at this time share the wild delusions
of the honorable editor of the Alta California. The use of scientific appa-
ratus will, without doubt, give much better results than individual panning,
but to clean up an average of two ounces of gold per man per day is enox-
mous, miraculous! An average of five ounces (about 400 fr.) would be
almost prodigious; however, anything is possible, for the last word has
not yet been said. The more one hunts, the more one digs, the more riches
one finds. When, in the first part of this pamphlet, we stated that the
company La Californienne had the most favorable chances of success, we
knew that the purchase it had made of ten amalgamating machines for
the washing of gold would be the means of insuring its success. We have
just seen that by using scientific processes, the yield of gold is greater,
more abundant; and what especially makes the work less arduous, less
wasteful of time, is the ease of washing with the amalgamating machines.
Just imagine ten workmen doing as much work as 1,200! Prodigious in-
vention, which allows to escape only one hundredth of the gold which
would be lost were mercury not used; but the company La Californienne
does not intend to let anything be lost since it has bought also retorts and
crucibles with proper furnaces.

The Placer Times, another American newspaper, as though it wanted
to corroborate what the first news brought us regarding the gold depos-
its, adds:

“The miners now have extended their operations to the south as far as
the Mariposa River, twenty miles southeast of the Merced. An expedition
during the months of June and July which reached as far as the Trinity
River (Rio Trinidad), has also discovered rich gold deposits.”

Finally, to complete this series of reports, which we cannot be accused
of having invented since we have indicated their sources, we are going to
quote the editor of the Pacific News, another American newspaper:

The Sacramento, it is said, is still paying good dividends, some ten or fifteen dollars
a day to all those who work diligently; and a bar near the place where gold was dis-
covered for the first time and which had been overlooked due to the enthusiasm of
the miners, has been worked with great success, yielding an average of about $200 a
head to three partners during the first fortnight. The new method which consists in
diverting the river and working in the dry bed has not always rewarded the efforts it
takes, although in many cases it has succeeded in such a manner as to make it popular.
It takes from twenty to sixty men to build a dam. The one which is being built at

Mormon Island has not yet given satisfaction to its partisans, although the shares were
sold at San Francisco at 50% par.

The Featber River, where the finest gold has been found, is still in great favor among
the miners. It yields on an average one ounce to every man who really works. Lazy
people who do not exert themselves succeed no better here than anywhere else, and



60 California Historical Society Quarterly

the dissolute are generally the first victims of the climate. About three thousand people
are now working at this place.

It is said that the River Ayuba [sic] is the place where persevering people are most
certain to earn money; trade with the Indians is very active. One of our friends reports
having sold ordinary red blankets at four to ten ounces apiece.

Of the three forks of the American River (Rio de los Americanos) the North Fork
is the one that has the most miners. The gold which is gathered there is of a light,
lemon color, and when it is assayed it shows a greater percentage of silver than the
ore in the neighboring streams. Several companies left the Middle Fork to go up
towards the source of the precious metal in the mountains; but they did not have as
much success as they hoped for. The Oregon people seem to be the luckiest in
that region.

The mornings and evenings are cool and very pleasant. The middle of the day
is hot and dry.

The number of persons working on the Sacramento and its tributaries is about
15,000; on the first of January, they will have realized twenty million dollars, and this
is quite a conservative estimate.

The San-Joaquin shares with the Sacramento the population of gold seekers;
although it has been worked over and over again, the quantity of ore is still con-
siderable.

The banks of the Stanislas have yielded the largest fragments—from a half ounce
up to fifteen pounds, and thousands of persons are waiting for low water to work
the almost virgin bed of that river.

The dry diggings of Wood’s Creek have produced several thousand ounces, and the
Mexicans living at Sonorian Camp have gathered a rich harvest. These mines are
almost deserted because there is no water to wash the gold. On the contrary, on the
edges of the Stanislaus, the holes are full of water and pumps have to be operated
constantly in order to drain them.

The Tuolumne and Mercedés [sic] rivers have hardly been touched, yet the results
have been most successful. Many people are now going toward the canyons of
Calaveres [sic], where a fortunate miner has realized $20,000 in two weeks.

One may estimate the number of miners on the San Joaquin and its tributaries at
twenty thousand. They, also, will have realized about twenty million by the first of
next January. From this estimate, the country will produce no less than forty million
a year, which is an unprecedented income in the annals of the world. The flourishing
cities of Sacramento, Stockton, Benecia [sic], and others, are the best proof of the
immense wealth that contributes to people a country which only lacks laborers to
transform it into one of the richest agricultural lands in the universe.

They say that new mines have been discovered on the Turkee [sic] River on the
other side of the Sierra Nevada, and several companies have gone there. It is asserted
that $500 to $1,000 a day have been made. If this is true the real mines are only now
being discovered.

And now that we have faithfully reported all the stories contained in
the letters and in the papers that have reached us up to now (November
1849), we might consider our task fulfilled. Swept along by those state-
ments, and not wishing to divert our attention or that of our readers to
facts alien to the wealth of the mines, we have abstained from talking
about the political organization of the country. Now that we have torn
ourselves away from the prodigious and the marvelous, we are going to
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borrow from the Courier des Etats-Unis a final quotation which reveals
the principal political event which took place last August, the most recent
period of which we have been able to learn:

The event of this period evidently has been the election of delegates to the terri-
torial convention. Everything went along smoothly, as far as we can judge from
what we have under our eyes. Only, as it was easy to foresee, the districts who have
the right to consider themselves the most important have made use of the latitude
accorded them by General Rilley (sic) to name extra representatives. The district
of San Francisco has chosen five; that of Sacramento, six; and that of San Jose, three.
It is supposed that the district of San Joaquin has also elected five or six. In the quite
probable hypothesis that all these delegates will be given seats, the strength of the
convention will be increased from thirty-seven members to fifty-five or fifty-six. At
any rate the Assembly was due to convene at Monterey on August 31. On the whole,
the choices made are regarded as satisfactory and the delegates are held to be men
of merit and of integrity. Therefore, the discussions are expected to proceed in such
manner that a constitutionally elected legislature will be able to convene around
the first of November.

Accordingly, at the moment of this writing, a legislative assembly must
be in session in California. Everything, therefore, is going to take place
legally, and the gold seekers need not fear anarchy any longer. A regular
government exists, and that government is intimately linked to that of
the United States as an integral part of the Republic of the Union.

What has been done since the month of August and what is still to take
place, will certainly deserve attention. No doubt, our readers would like
to be informed of these happenings, in order to form a better idea of the
country and to be able to understand all the developments; we can only
inform them that the paper, Le Californien, especially founded to enlighten
public opinion as to the fluctuations of the wealth of California, will publish
twice a month the news it will receive.

In the course of this we have had occasion to speak of a company
founded for the purpose of working the gold mines of California and
based on profit sharing; we, therefore, believe that it will please our read-
ers if we acquaint them with the by-laws of that society which has neg-

lected nothing for the full success of its enterprise. Sy

P.S. As we are going to press, the English papers, and among them the
Standard, inform us that the Pandore which arrived at Portsmouth on
November 10, brought $800,000 dollars (four million francs) of Cali-
fornia gold consigned to Messrs. Maxwell & Company for the London
trade.

EXCERPTS FROM THE BY-LAWS OF LA CALIFORNIENNE
COMPANY
The Headquarters of which are at 44, Rue de Trévise, Paris.
The organization of the company was definitely completed on April 16,
1849, with articles of incorporation drawn up by Mr. THioN DE LA
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CHAUME, notary, rue Lafitte, No. 3, in Paris, which have been published
and recorded by the Clerk of the Court of Commerce on April 24, 1849.

The company is organized for commercial exportation and the working
of gold and other mines in California.t

The headquarters of the company are at the office of its general man-
ager, 44, Rue de Trevise, Paris.

The name of the firm is Cu. HocucesaneT axp Co.

The life of the organization is fixed at fifty years from January 1, 1849.

The capital stock is fixed provisionally at five million francs, divided
into 50,000 shares, worth 100 francs each.

Funds accruing from the sale of stock are deposited in the Bank of
France. The General Manager can use them only for the needs of the
company, and must justify their use to the Board of Directors by means
of proper vouchers.

The stock is issued as registered or bearer certificates. The final certificate
is delivered only upon full payment for the stock.

Fully paid-up shares of stock will be delivered in exchange for merchan-
dise suitable for export.

The shares give a right to 5% yearly interest, after 10% has been set
aside, out of the profits, for a reserve fund; the surplus is distributed as a
dividend in the following manner:

75% to the Shareholders;

15% to the General Manager;

5% to the Board of Directors;

5% to the Employees and to the
representatives of the Company.

The General Manager must furnish a bond of fifty thousand francs in
stock certificates.

A Board of Directors, composed of stockholders, follows and supervises
all the operations of the company and all the actions of the General Man-
ager; whenever it sees fit, it checks the cash, the papers, the books and the
correspondence.

Every year, on March 31, an inventory shall be made, to be submitted
to the Board of Directors and for the final approval of the general meeting
of stockholders, which will take place every year on May g, at 2:00 P.M.,
at the company’s headquarters.

Only those stockholders having 5o shares may take part in the general
meetings.

Those owning 50 shares, and also those holding jointly 4o shares, may
be represented by a proxy, if they wish, at the general meetings, provided
the holder of such proxy is himself the owner of 10 shares and has depos-
ited the shares of his principals together with his own at the company’s
headquarters at least two days before the general meeting.
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The stockholders will have as many votes as they have blocks of 50 shares.
However, no stockholder may have more than 1o votes, no matter how
many shares he may own or represent.

The regular or special meetings of stockholders are presided over by
the Chairman of the Board of Directors, and in his absence, by the oldest
member of the board.

* * *
PURPOSE OF THE COMPANY

The large emigration that is going on to all the cities of America proves
in the most forceful manner how abundant are the resources that this virgin
country offers to export trade and to the workers who go in search of the
precious metal; so, at this time, when the depredation of all holdings is so
great in France, the slump in business so complete, investments so uncer-
tain, we must consider this important discovery as a blessing of Provi-
dence. It will allow people with large or small means to participate in the
immense advantages offered to all branches of industry and commerce,
and will especially enable those who have suffered losses because of the
recent political disturbances, to retrieve their fortunes.

The directors of the company have gathered the most accurate informa-
tion from the consul of France in California, from the United States am-
bassador and from people who have had commercial dealings in that coun-
try, or who have resided there. So it is with entire confidence and a firm
belief in success that we have undertaken to ship to California the chief
necessities, such as wearing apparel, linen, canvas, cloth, flannels, hardware,
tools, weapons, wines, liquors, and medicines; all of which are necessary,
not only to the natives, but also to the numerous immigrants who mean to
become wealthy in that rich country.

Our next intention is to develop a large area of the gold fields recently
purchased by the Company in California.

An immense advantage will result from the ownershlp of land by La
Cualifornienne, in that a rlght is given it freely to mine for gold, and the
company promises its stockholders never to sell or lease any part of this
ground to anyone. The deed to this property has been deposited in the
office of Mr. Thion de la Chaume, notary, in Paris.

The company has purchased ten machines (amalgamating process) much
superior to the Siberian machines or those used in the gold mines of Russia
or South America, for through a simultaneous process of washing and
amalgamating they collect every nugget, every flake or particle of gold,
without allowing the smallest particle to escape. These ten machines,
operated by a hundred men, even if they are inexperienced, can produce
more results than fifteen hundred experienced gold washers.

Competent men who have witnessed the public experiments made with
those machines have unanimously acknowledged their superiority.
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The company has established branch offices in England, Spain, Ger-
many, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, and [ealy.

ADVANTAGES

The commercial transactions we dre undertaking are all the more advan-
tageous because the crisis at present prevailing in France but of which the
influence has not been felt in America enables us to secure, at a very low
cost, goods which we will exchange for gold bars and the products of the
country. Finally, the extraordinary rise in the price of necessities, the
salary of laborers, and the considerable increase in the population of Cali-
fornia, are a sure guarantee that we can easily dispose of our goods.

The producer and manufacturer who will bring to the company, in
payment for shares of stock, the merchandise which fills their warehouses,
will thereby make a safe investment and will reap enormous profits. The
goods will be bought in preference from the stockholders of the company.
One may be a stockholder without being a worker, but all workers par-
ticipate equally in all the profits of the stockholders.

The La Californienne Company advances to the working associates
everything necessary to their existence, their maintenance, and the work-
ing of the mines for the entire duration of their contract, which is for two
years. To be admitted as a member of the wzutual association of California
workers, one must have good testimonials of morality.

Transportation is provided for the working associates, who must sub-
scribe and pay for nine shares of stock at 100 francs each, the final certifi-
cates of which will be delivered to them at the end of their two years’
contract. A sailing of workers, organized by La Californienne, will take
place very soon from Havre, under the leadership of Mr. Gaillard, an
experienced navigator who has made several trips to the South Seas and
has resided in both Americas. A mining engineer, a doctor, a druggist, and
a chaplain, selected by His Grace the Archbishop of Paris, will accompany
the workers, who, by taking advantage of this sailing, will arrive in Cali-
fornia at the time work is being resumed. Other sailings will follow. The
company has contracted for a large stock of canned goods, of loaves of
bread and hardtack, preserved by the patented process of Mr. Alzard.

The company has arranged for regular sailings to take over new work-
ers and bring provisions and everything else which may be needed for
their maintenance by those already in California. Ships will also sail from
San Francisco at regular intervals to bring back to France the wealth the
workers will have acquired. The company has had wooden houses built
to be used as warehouses for provisions, dwellings, and as storerooms in
which to keep the gold ores the workers have accumulated. If need be,
the company will charter a steamer to ply on'the Sacramento and San Joa-
quin rivers to take to the workers provisions and everything they may need.

e
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BENEFITS
The stock of the La Californienne Company, sold only at 100 francs a
share, may be bought by people in all circumstances, from the large to
the small merchant. Several persons can join together to buy one of the
certificates.

The stock certificates give a right, 1st to the ownership of the gold-bear-
ing ground, 2nd to 5% interest per annum, 3rd to a 75% dividend in every
profit the company may make through its export business and the working
of the gold mines.

From very careful, conservative estimates, every one hundred franc
share of stock should double its value every year, so every associate worker
should have a handsome fortune at the end of two years. Stock may be
paid for in postal money orders on Paris, or by drafts on the principal
cities in France.

GUARANTEES

The Board of Directors of the Company, composed of important profes-
sional men, has among its members several representatives of the people
and some mayors, and so offers secure guarantees of honor and honesty.
The manager puts up a bond of 50,000 francs in shares of the company.
He must furnish vouchers to the Board of Directors showing what use
has been made of the capital of the company. All letters, money orders,
and drafts must be addressed to him, post paid, at the main office of the
Company, 44 rue de Trévise, Paris. He will reply promptly to all requests
for information. As requests for stock certificates and for registration of
workers are very numerous, it is important that those who wish to par-
ticipate in the profits of the first year, whether they intend to leave for
California or intend to stay at home, hasten to write immediately, be-
cause all stock purchased and paid for after departure of the workers will
only participate in the profits of the second year.

Subscribe and obtain information at the

MAIN OFFICE

RUE de TREVISE, 44, PARIS
* * *
DEPARTURE FROM HAVRE FOR CALIFORNIA
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
LA CALIFORNIENNE SOCIETY OF PARIS
Rue de Trévise, 44
One reads in the Journal du Havre:

Two days before the Jacques-Lafitte left for California, a family feast
took place within our walls: the associate workers of La Californienne
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Company of Paris, sixty in number, had assembled for a banquet they were
tendering to the Paris general manager, Mr. Ch. Hochgesangt and to the
leader of their expedition, Mr. [Henri] Gaillard, former mayor of Saint-
Greégoire-d’Ardennes (Charente-Inférieure).

The banquet hall, arranged with perfect taste by the workers, was soon
filled with numerous guests. During the three hours that the feast lasted
the greatest harmony reigned, and all the members showed by their excel-
lent deportment that they were worthy of the mission they were about
to undertake.

At the end of the repast, several toasts were drunk by the participants:

To the Directors, to Union, to Harmony!

Mr. Gaillard, the leader of the expedition, responded with a heartfelt
speech, which was greeted with unanimous applause, and each of the
guests, wishing to show his devotion to the worthy leader who is to head
the expedition to California, came forward in succession to shake his hand
affectionately. Mr. Ch. Hochgesangt, in a few well-expressed words, con-
vinced the workers of the loyal friendship of their general manager.

This entertainment, which brought together men who for the most part
did not know each other a few days before, and who from that moment
became friends and brothers, ended with a good deed.

A collection was made among the workers and directors; the amount
raised was 102 fr. 5oc., which sum was handed to the Mayor of Havre to
be given to the poor of that city. -

At ten o’clock, the guests parted, exchanging the while new assurances
of good, cordial and sincere friendship. The next day, Sunday, the whole
group went in a body to the Church of Notre-Dame to hear a mass for
the intercession of the Virgin. In the choir, which had been reserved, was
to be found the band of the National Guard which played symphonies
continuously during the divine service.

At the end of the service, M. Hervel, vicar of Notre Dame, thanked
the workers for their good deed toward the poor.

Upon leaving the church, the band of the National Guard accompa-
nied the workers along the Rue de Paris to Theatre Square, amidst a large
and friendly crowd.

It is under these auspices that the association of workers of the La Cali-
fornienne Company took off on its first voyage on the Jacques-Lafitte,
which sailed amidst general cheerfulness and joyful songs, which did not
" cease until the ship was out of the port.

The associated workers of La Californienne mutual society sailing on
the Jacques-Lafitte have sent the following letter to their General Manager:
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To the Manager of La Californienne,
Rue de Trévise 44, Paris.

Dear Sir:

The associate workers of La Californienne would leave France with regret if, upon
sailing, they did not express their gratitude for the care with which you have organized
the company and with which you have surrounded their departure. They have confi-
dence in the success of the enterprise to which you have so greatly contributed. You
may depend upon their cooperation and their united purpose as far as it is in their
power to insure a common success.

Accept Sir, assurances of our esteem and confidence,
(Signed) Duprort, Jr., GrassaT, BrizeviN, GAMBERT,
Delegates of the workers sailing on the Jacques-Lafitte.

NOTES
1. Here the author inserts a footnote:

“The Rocky Mountains are a part of that great range of mountains which originate
at the Islands of Tierra del Fuego, near Cape Horn, and end at Mount Saint Elias,
which is situated north of the Port of Malgrave. This mountain range, better known
under the general name of the Cordillera of the Andes, extends, therefore, through
both Americas and is 2,500 leagues long. It is at the foot of the Rocky Mountains
that the headwaters of all the great rivers of North America have their origin.

“It is possible to ascend many of the rivers of the United States to the Rocky Moun-
tains. This is an immense advantage when one reflects that one of the greatest rivers
of California, the Rio Colorado, has its course in those mountains, and after traversing
all of California, empties into the Gulf of California. Some day there may be found
means of going from the United States to California by the rivers of those two coun-
tries. Until then, we must pin our hopes upon the discovery made in Oregon of a
pass through which even vehicles can easily cross the Rocky Mountains. Some
caravans coming from the United States have already crossed through this pass to
California; others have followed the Santa Fe route.”

2. Cf. Wilkes: “The Californian Range rises gradually from the valley, at first in
gentle undulating hills, becoming more precipitous, as they ascend, but still not so
much so as to prevent access to the highest points beneath the snow line. The distance
from the valley to the summit is from sixty-five to seventy miles, and the average
altitude 8,000 feet.” Charles Wilkes, Western America, Including California and
Oregon (Philadelphia, 1849), p. 26.

3. Trény does not quote Duflot de Mofras verbatim. Cf. Eugéne Duflot de Mofras,
Exploration du territoire de ’Orégon, des Californies et de la mer Vermeille exécutée
pendant les années 1840, 1841, et 1842 (Paris, 1844), I, 46.

4. August Lacoste was the author of Californie: Fragments inédits d'un voyage
autour du monde (Paris, 1849).

5. Joseph de Rosamel was commander of the French corvette Danaide, at Monterey,
June-July, 1840. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of California (1884—90), IV, 35, 103.

6. Cf. this quotation with Hypolite Ferry, Description de la Nouvelle Californie
(Paris, 1850), p. 53. ’

7. Here Trény adds a note: “The English or American statute mile is equal to

1,609 meters. Therefore the Tulare Valley is 81 leagues long and 4o leagues broad
(3,340 square leagues).”
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8. E. Gould Buffum, in his Six Months in the Gold Mines: from a Journal of
Three Years’ Residence in Upper and Lower California in 1847-8-9 (London, 1850),
says: “I do not believe, as was first supposed, that the gold-washings of northern
California are ‘inexhaustible’” Op. cit., p. 138.

9. Charles P. Kimball, The San Francisco City Directory, 1850, lists Cross, Hobson
& Co., commission merchants, Sansome Street, between Pacific an.d Jackson.

10. Search of the file of the Alta California in the California State Library, Sacra-
mento, has failed to reveal the article from which Trény purports to quote. The
issue of August 29, 1849, however, gives as the number of arrivals at San Francisco
as 3,806 males, of which 3,342 were Americans.

11. “Another of these companies, the ‘Californian,” announces a capital of 5,000,000 fr.
It differs from the former one [“The Commercial Society of San Francisco’] because
it sends out exploring parties with tools, wooden houses, &c., as well as merchandise,
and its prospectus gives the names of four ships, and the names and addresses of 406
‘associated travailleurs, whom it has already despatched. A M/[onsieur] Gailliard is
the agent at San Francisco, and the prospectus contains a declaration from the
travailleurs, that owing to their confidence in this personage they ‘recognize him as
their head, and abandon their interests, their rights, and their honor to his justice
and his loyalty.’ . . .” Boston Journal, quoted in Sacramento Settlers & Miners Tribune,
November 21, 1850. For the names of the ships, dates of sailing, and passenger list, see
Professor Gilbert Chinard’s introduction to this article, “When the French Came to
California,” in this QuarterLy, XXII (December 1943), pp. 303-7.




Baltimore Fire Laddie
George H. Hossefross

By DoLorEs WALDORF

golden feathers, in the fire-swept fifties, but a tall red-headed man
with a flaming beard and perennially ash-smudged white coat and
hat. George Hossefross not only fought and licked the “Fire King”* but
swung a hammer and heaved onto his great shoulders beams for the build-
ings that rose from the smoking embers. He was the spirit of San Francisco.

Yet the fifteen years he lived in the gold-rush town were racked by the
competition of two Atlantic Coast cities, New York and Baltimore. Hosse-
fross hailed from Baltimore, Maryland, in every sense of the word. Noth-
ing was ever right or good in his eyes unless it was done in the Baltimore
manner, or, better still, was made in Baltimore. To his dying day he
believed that San Francisco’s Fire Department had been ruined by New
York and saved by Baltimore.2 Hossefross was as tightly bound to his
Maryland past as if he had been a figure projected from a bas-relief. Every
word he spoke, every inflection, every act and reaction of his career in
San Francisco revealed how intensely he had lived his boyhood and ab-
sorbed the prejudices and convictions of his environments. This, of course,
was a characteristic common to most ’49ers. Their sectional prejudices
colored the history of the town. But few pioneers lived so much in the
present or in so high and dramatic a key as George Hossefross.

This vital living in the moment makes it difficult to search out many
details of his life. His complete absorption in San Francisco’s fire depart-
ment and his furious championing of his political beliefs put his past career
and family into the shadows as far as history is concerned. He was born
in Baltimore, Maryland, on November 1, 1826,% to devout Catholic parents,
descendants, no doubt, of refugees from persecution in Europe. The good
intentions of Lord Baltimore, long before the arrival of young George
Hossefross, had run afoul of democracy. The Protestant neighbors of the
Catholic refugees were ever on the alert for overt acts, and the Catholics
were equally sensitive. By the time George was a school boy, sauntering
home from parish school, there had been many a clash, physical as well as
political, between Catholic and Protestant.* This was not so much intol-
erance on either side as an intense manifestation of a desire for absolute
liberty in all things. It was not persecution either side dreaded half so much
as the first advance of aggression. Chips on the shoulders of both sides
filled Maryland history with feuds and bloody clashes, training George
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Hossefross carly in the impolite art of fisticuffs and the love of conflict.

From infancy he breathed this atmosphere of fierce independence until
defiance became instinct with him. Everything he believed in and every
act of his life was based on violent convictions of right and good, an
intense desire to dominate and set things in order, at any cost. It was his
sort of temperament, as well as the irresistible flow of history, which made
his era such a molten present of conflict and flux.

During his adolescence he was schooled in the Spartan environment
of an American man-of-war, probably beginning as a cabin boy. It was
the custom in that day to apprentice boys in their early teens into service
in the Navy. Many a figure in Middle America rose to national fame on
a similar education. It was no doubt a most effective way of curing ado-
lescents of aimlessness and idleness. For more than fifty years it was so
popular that long waiting lists of boys were filed with the Navy Depart-
ment even after Congress forbade the practice by law, in 1855.5

Hossefross returned to Baltimore when his apprenticeship was over
and became a carpenter. He also joined the local fire department and
became a Whig. To be a Whig in Maryland one had to maintain a con-
stant boil of indignation. The Whig party had been founded in resistance
to Andrew Jackson’s long domination of the Democratic party. It was
essentially a party of opposmon When Jackson faded out of the picture
there was left only the opposition. This affiliation had much to do with
the history of George Hossefross in San Francisco.

He was not quite 23 when he set out for California to seck his fortune.
His name does not appear among available passenger lists, nor does any
ship out of Baltimore appear on the harbormaster’s records for the day
he gave as the date of his arrival in San Francisco, December 23, 1849.
It is quite possible that he shipped as a ship’s carpenter and quietly took
his leave of the vessel, without formality or notice, on the night of its
arrival in San Francisco Bay. This happened so frequently during that
winter that it was less a reflection on the seaman’s character than an indi-
cation of great impatience to “see the elephant” and taste adventure.

At six o’clock the next morning, Christmas Eve, fire broke out in the
back bar of Dennison’s Exchange, a cloth and boxwood gambling saloon
opposite the Plaza on Kearny Street.” Although there had been much pre-
vious talk of organizing a fire department, nothing had been done. There
were a few wells, but only two or three inadequate, privately owned fire
engines and no plans for fighting fires. Aided by a north breeze the flames
burned for nearly five hours, destroying about thirty buildings between
Kearny and Montgomery, Clay and Washington Streets. Experienced
fire fighters such as David Broderick, George Hossefross, and F. D. Kohler
were almost as baffled as the willing but untrained volunteers.

The heat was so intense that nothing could be done to save the block
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itself, and the rest of the town seemed doomed. Carpets were ripped from
floors, blankets were torn from beds, soaked with water and flung out
to curtain the fronts of buildings facing the burning block. The dripping
curtains steamed, scorched and shriveled. Buildings blackened, charred by
the heat alone. Led by army officers, among them a Major Sweetzer, men
finally took axes to buildings and tore them down.® Others were dyna-
mited. Shortly before noon the wind changed, and the fire was conquered.

Although the first meeting to organize for fire fighting was held while
the ashes were still smoking,? it was April 1, 1850, before Hossefross and
his Baltimore cronies became an independent company, the Monumental
Engine Company. David Broderick and his New York friends organized
the Empire Engine Company No. 1 two weeks later, on April 14, 1850.1
Political animosities and home town rivalries hindered progress. There were
several reorganizations before F. D. Kohler, appointed chief the previous
January,!! was able to bring any semblance of unity into the department.

Of course George Hossefross dominated the Baltimore company. Among
his associates were old Baltimore firemen, bankers, lawyers, merchants
and politicians, most of them Whigs or neutral enough to get along with
Whigs. Southern in sympathy, all were actively in opposition to the
brogue of the New York fire laddies. Since they were Maryland Whigs
they were also antagonistic to Democrats, whether Barn Burners or Hunk-
ers. This took in much territory for a battlefield, and they were seldom
without a battle. Many of the Baltimore company were also members of
the Marion Rifles,'? one of the foremost military companies in the city..

The Baltimore boys found it wise to travel in pairs after working hours,
for a man needed a friend when he ran into the wrong crowd. Whig
headquarters in the early fifties were supervised by Charley Duane, a
New York shoulder-striker with ready fists and a tinder-quick temper.
Billy Mulligan, another good brawler, also held sway at the Whig head-
quarters in Kearny Street. There were times when Hossefross and his
Baltimore crony, Billy Divier,’® fought with bare knuckles while sur-
rounded by a menacing gang of shoulder-strikers, led by Billy Mulligan.
The Baltimore company were proud of their laurels and always ready for
a return engagement when they had been bested.

The Baltimore group did not actually become part of the city fire de-
partment until the following fall. Some records give September 12, 1850,
as the date of joining, others October 4.1* At first they were divided into
three companies—Monumental Engine Companies Nos. 6, 7, and 8; but
in January 1853 they dropped the number 8, and by April 1854 they had
also relinquished the number 7. The consolidated company thereafter
was known as Monumental Company No. 6.15

Shortly after the fire of May 4, 1850, the Baltimore boys had ordered
three engines from the hub of Hossefross’ world. Hossefross was foreman
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of the Monumentals and obviously dominated their choice, if there was
any question of choice. On October 5, 1850, the following notice ap-
peared in the Picayune:

Firemen’s Notice: The members of the Monumental Fire Company are requested
to meet in front of the Arcade, Clay Street, on Sunday Eve at 3 o’clock for the pur-

pose of trying the three suction engines. Punctual attendance is requested of every
member. Citizens gencrally are invited to attend.

W. F. McLean, Sec. ‘Wn. DEvERE, Pres.16

Hossefross was foreman of Monumental during the rest of his life.
Headquarters were first a shed at the corner of Sacramento and Leidesdorff
Streets,'” but by the time the rains came the three engines were snug in a
building on Brenham Place, back of the Plaza. Hossefross lived as close
to the firchouse as possible and answered every call. The Monumental
house became the center of the town’s affairs. On its top hung the first
bell to be used by Americans in San Francisco. Just how Hossefross came
to accept a bell made in New York is a mystery. It was cast by Hooper, a
famous New York bell founder, at a cost of $250 to Hossefross and his
lads. They were very proud of the fact that they paid $1.00 a pound for it.®

As far as the Monumental boys and their foreman were concerned, the
San Francisco Fire Department languished in failure and ignominy through
1850 and most of 1851.2 On the night of June 10, 1851, the Monumental
bell rang as it had never rung before. George Hossefross had decided to
do something about gang rule of San Francisco. That was the night the
Vigilance Committee of 1851 sprang to life and hanged Jim Jenkins, the
Sydney cove who had stolen a safe on Long Wharf.2* Hossefross was
No. 199 of the Committee.?! If he was not swinging on the Monumental
bell rope that night he was helping Sam Brannan harangue the town into
action against anarchy.

The following December the Baltimore boys finally succeeded in domi-
nating the fire department election. Hossefross was elected chief engineer
on December 3, 1851. He succeeded a Boston fire fighter, Franklin E. R.
Whitney, who had resigned because of illness.?

It was one of the proudest moments of Hossefross’ life when he donned
the long white overcoat and white hat of fire chief.?®* He must have been
a magnificent sight in it, for he was a big, broad-chested fellow with vivid
coloring and vigorous, powerful gestures. He was sincere in his conviction
that the San Francisco Fire Department was about to be lifted from ruin,
disaster and disgrace.?* He fought for the department as he fought for
the Whig party, as he fought for everything in which he believed. The
phoenix was tired of flame and misfortune.

It is significant that December 1851 saw the end of the great ravaging
fires. Up to that time, Hossefross, who had continued as a builder and
contractor, had suffered as big financial losses through fire as had other
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men. San Franciscans of the fifties gave to Hossefross the credit for the
organization and fire prevention methods which permitted the city to
build for permanence. This he modestly accepted, for he was a man of
frankness in all things. He had fought a bitter battle to develop the fire
department and none knew better than he how hard the fight had been.

During the two years he was chief engineer he organized the Fireman’s
Charitable Fund and the Exempt Fire Company. One of the first con-
tributors to the Charitable Fund was the new secret society, the E Clampsus
Vitus. In the name of the organization, in mid-September 1852, Richard
H. Sinton, R.G.T. of the E. Clampsus Vitus, donated $100 to the Charitable
Fund.?® Sinton was also a member of the Monumental Company, so it
was more or less in the family.??

In October 1853, Hossefross resigned from office, as he had been called
home to Baltimore on business.?® From careful study of speeches at the
farewell banquet given by prominent San Franciscans, it may be assumed
that he was going back to claim the girl who had been waiting for him
in Baltimore.??

The banquet was held in the chamber of the Board of Delegates in the
City Hall. William Divier, probably the most devoted friend Hossefross
ever had, was president of the meeting. A magic case watch of quartz
gold, which “did not weigh less than two pounds and a half,” was pre-
sented to Hossefross at this affair. On one side was engraved a design of
one of the three Monumental engines, whether the “Mechanical,” the
“Franklin,” or the “Union,” is not clear. Suitable sentiments were also
engraved, the gift of “his friends in San Francisco.” The watch chain
was a golden rope, entwined in which was a small gold trumpet. Accord-
ing to the reporter, it was “one of the chastest ensembles of the kind we
have ever seen. The cost of the entire establishment was $750.” Only a
six-foot giant could have carried the “ensemble” in his pocket. Oratory
and eloquence characterized the ceremonies. After modestly declaring
that he was not an orator, Hossefross delivered a speech full of color and
well-turned phrases. In the excitement of the great occasion he declared
that he had been a fireman for twenty years.?® This would have made him
a member of the Baltimore Fire Department at the tender age of seven.
At that, he was probably running with the machine, like many another
small boy, even if not actually on the rolls.

Laden with his two-and-a-half-pound watch and the good wishes of
his friends, George Hossefross took ship from the Broadway Wharf for
Baltimore on October 17, 1853.51 He returned the following spring and
by fall was presiding at a grand lottery drawing in the Metropolitan The-
atre. Little Anna Quinn, Little Eva with the first Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Company on the Coast, was at the wheel and drew the lucky ticket. So
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carried away was the young man who won the $10,000 that he promptly
presented little Miss Quinn with $500.%2

Shortly after Hossefross returned from Baltimore the Monumentals
consolidated into one company, No. 6. The “Deluge,” the largest engine
on the Pacific Coast, had arrived in February. George Hossefross had
probably shopped for it while in Baltimore. It weighed 5,563 pounds and
was so heavy it broke through the planking on Jackson Street one day.??

Not long after Hossefross resumed business as usual in San Francisco,
he began taking contracts to lift buildings by means of hydraulics.** City
grades were changing, and there was a great lifting and lowering of stores,
office buildings, and even factories. This was a most successful enterprise
and one that soon sent stores rolling through the streets behind toiling,
heavy-footed oxen.

Hossefross, however, continued to work with all his might for Monu-
mental. He still lived as close to the firehouse as possible, on the southwest
corner of Clay and Kearny.?> But what happened to his political enthu-
siasm is not clear. It is not possible that he resigned from his political affiia-
tions. That would not have been Hossefross. But there is a gap of five
years, a gap which appears in the lives of many early Californians. He
disappeared into oblivion as a Whig when the party collapsed from senil-
ity®® in 1855, erupted briefly in 1856 as a member of the Vigilance Com-
mittee,*” and disappeared again only to emerge in 1860 as a state committee
member of the Union party in the presidential campaign.®®

Many a Whig joined the secret Native-American meetings in 1855,
and if, in the confusion of issues and prejudices, Hossefross found himself
present when the Know-Nothings called the roll, he was not alone in his
confusion. He was kept in suspense by the Vigilance Committee when
he applied for membership, but was finally accepted and made captain
of the Bloody Seventh. A number of his Monumental cronies were also
members of the Committee, among them John L. Durkee, who was a
gentleman of as violent convictions and belligerence as Hossefross.??

In October 1858 Hossefross became superintendent of streets and high-
ways, succeeding Benjamin O. Devoe. The salary was $4,000 a year.4
Out of this, Hossefross had to pay for assistants and men to hang notices
of obstruction on buildings being moved from one site to another through
the city streets. Since Hossefross had almost a corner on this business he
was a little like a man arresting himself.

The condition of San Francisco’s streets had been the subject of ridicule,
indignation, and vituperation since the days of ’49. But in 1860 people
were getting ideas about a city beautiful and there was less humor in their
comments. Hossefross inherited all the old jokes and had to listen to all the
old complaints. The pond at the intersection of Kearny and California
Streets was made the subject of new and timely jokes; the interminable
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blockades made by workmen repairing pipes for the Bensley Water Com-
pany were also discussed and magnified with heat. The dust, the dead
dogs, the litter of boxes and barrels, the patches and chuckholes were all
blamed on the harried superintendent of streets and highways.*!

From a course of aggression, poor George Hossefross found himself
gradually retreating to lines of defense. He was called upon to defend his
department against committees of protest, against suits and against grand
jury investigations.*?

With the approach of the Civil War, Hossefross had another battle to
fight, the defense of the South and of his home state, Maryland, which
teetered between secession and loyalty for many months.*® Democratic,
Native American, or Union, Maryland had to be defended by George
Hossefross. This cost him many a bitter argument with friends in San
Francisco and many a heartache. He liked the Abolitionist no better than
his old enemy David Broderick, but pressure was bearing hard upon him.
By 1860 he was a member of the Union party,** shoulder to shoulder with
Abolitionists and Free Soilers, fighting for one government and Abraham
Lincoln.

If he had not answered so many fire calls for blazes started by defective
flues and hot stove pipes thrust through windows and flimsy walls, his
health might not have broken and taken him from the San Francisco scene
at such an untimely age. Broken rest and winter chills sapped his strength.
He was a sick man on August 18, 1863,*> when he presided at ceremonies
presenting the first Monumental bell to the Society of California Pioneers
at their headquarters in Gold Street. The first bell had cracked in July
1855 and had been a keepsake in the Monumental firehouse. A second bell
hung in the tower above.46

On March 16, 1864, at 6:20 in the evening, this second bell tolled out
the news the Monumental boys had dreaded but expected for many hours.
Good old George Hossefross, “friend and chief, brave man who never
knew fear,” was dead.47 They knew that the department would never be
the same again. Within two years the history of the volunteer fire fighters
was closed. The paid department had taken over. All San Francisco turned
out to pay final tribute to Hossefross. Every bell in town tolled during the
services and the long procession out to Calvary Cemetery, where he was
buried beside his twin sister, Clothilde A. Vaillant.48

The following October the cornerstone for a monument was laid with
ceremonies at the grave of George Hossefross.#? On that same day an old
fireman complained in the A/#2% that boys of eleven and little more were
pulling the hose cart down Sansome Street to a fire. “Not an able bodied
fireman was with the apparatus,” he wailed. Surely, with good old George
gone the department was falling to pieces in a most disgraceful manner.

Like so many men who died during the lifetime of Abraham Lincoln,
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the memory of George Hossefross faded into the vast shadow cast by the
Civil War and the man who saved the nation. With Hossefross went the
domination of the San Francisco Fire Department by Baltimore. New
York had won the last battle. David Scannell and New York led the de-
partment for many years. Hossefross became merely an odd name in old
records. His commanding voice, his swift stride and his love of the fire
department faded with every vanishing Exempt fireman. By the time
Scannell died even the competition between Baltimore and New York
was entirely forgotten. The holocaust of April 1906 swept with it the
last tangible relics of good old Hossefross, his trumpet, canes, hats and
torches, which he had willed to the Monumentals in 1864.
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS

From the late MR. ALBERT M. BENDER—Cook, James, and King, James, 4 Voyage
to the Pacific Ocean . . . 2nd ed., London, 1795, 3 vols. and atlas; Hawkesworth, John,
An Account of the Voyages . ..for Making Discoveries in the Southern Hemisphere . . .,
London, 1773; Vancouver, George, A4 Voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean,
and Round the World ... 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1794, and 1795 . . . London, 1798, 3 vols.
and atlas.

From MAE HELENE BACON BOGGS—History of Siskiyou County, California. ..
Qakland, 1881.

From MISS MARY BURT BRITTAN-Eliot, George, Wit and Wisdom of . . .,
Boston, 1873 (containing autograph of Lillie Hitchcock Coit).

From MR. RALPH G. CAHN—[Rosenberg Bros. & Co.], Years Mature [San Fran-
cisco, 1943].

From CALIFORNIA SENATE—Kirov, George, Peter Lassen . . . Sacramento, 1940.

From COMMONWEALTH CLUB OF CALIFORNIA—McWilliams, Carey, Il
Fares the Land . . . Boston, 1942; Stellman, Louis J., Mother Lode . . . San Francisco
(1934); Turner, Timothy G., Turn Off the Sunshine, Tales of Los Angeles .. . Caldwell,
Idaho, 1942, and other books.

From MR. HOMER D. CROTTY—([Shufelt, S.], A Letter from a Gold Miner . . .,
San Marino, 1944.

From MISS ALICE EASTWOOD—Eastwood, Alice, A Collection of Popular
Articles on the Flora of Mount Tamalpais [San Francisco, 1944].

From MRS. MILTON H. ESBERG—Anderson, James Wright, comp., A4 School
Manual . . . Sacramento, 1893; Letts, J. M., California Illustrated . . . New York, 1853
(12 plates); Bland, Henry Meade, ed., A Day in the Hills [San Francisco], 1926.

From MRS. E. RONALD FOSTER—American Society of Civil Engineers Memoir
1356: Jobn Debo Galloway.

From MRS. GUY ]J. GIFFEN—Robinson, W. W., The Story of Pershing Square,
Los Angeles, 1931.

From MR. CARL HOFFMAN-—[Delano, Alonzo], The Miner’s Progress . . . [fac-
simile of 1853 ed. printed for Mr. Hoffman at Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, 1943].

From MISS FLORENCE R. KEENE—Allen, Eleanor, Seeds of Earth, Portland, Ore-
gon, 1933; Hoffman, Hans A., and Parks, Marie de Winstanley, The Winds of Fate,
San Leandro [1942]; Jury, John G., Cosmen-Exiles, Berkeley [1925]; Kane, Douglas V.,
Heart’s Wine, Mill Valley, Calif., 1942; Keith, Joseph Joel, The Proud People . . .
Mill Valley, Calif., 1943; and other items.

From MR. LEWIS A. McARTHUR—Farrell, Robert S., comp., Oregon Blue Book
1943-1944, Salem, Oregon [1943].

From MR. GEORGE A. MERRILL—Kirov, George, Williasn B. Ide . . . Sacramento,
1935.

From MR. A. PORTER ROBINSON-Langley, Henry G., comp., San Francisco
Directory, 1868.

From SACRAMENTO BOOK COLLECTORS CLUB—Ottley, Allan R., ed., John
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A. Sutter, Jr., Statement Regarding Early California Experiences . . . with a Biography,
Sacramento, 1943.

From MRS. GERTRUDE A. STEGER—Shasta Historical Society Yearbook, 1943.

From MR. HENRY R. WAGNER—Mackey, Margaret Gilbert, California Adven-
tures, Los Angeles, 1937; Manson, Marsden, and Grunsky, C. E., Progress Report of
the Engineers in Charge to Devise and Provide a System of Sewerage for . .. San
Francisco, San Francisco, 1893; and other items.

From MRS. FRANCIS WILLIAMS—American Guide Series, San Francisco . . .,
New York, 1940; idem. California . . . New York, 1942; Berger, John A., The Fran-
ciscan Missions of California, New York [1941].

From MR. PAUL B. WILLIAMSON—Williamson, Paul B., El Camino Real, San
Francisco, 1943.

From MISS LOTTIE G. WOODS—Atherton, Gertrude, Perch of the Devil, New
York [1914]; Coolbrith, Ina, and Hibbard, Grace, Wild Flowers of California, San
Francisco [1898]; Dobie, Charles Caldwell, Less than Kin, New York, 1926; Grant,
Ethel W. M. (and others), Cynic’s Calendar, San Francisco and New York, 1906, 1907,
1908; Jordan, David Starr, The Blood of the Nation . . ., Boston, 1902; McGrew,
G. W., The Story of a Bell . . . San Jose, 1885; Rae, W. F., Westward by Rail . . .
London, 1870; Williams, Henry T., ed., The Pacific Tourist .. . New York, 1876;
Wood, Stanley, Over the Range to the Golden Gate . . . Chicago, 1889, Zeigler, Wilber
Gleason, Story of the Earthquake and Fire, San Francisco, 1906; and other items.

MANUSCRIPTS AND DOCUMENTS

From MR. ISAAC BURPEE—Burpee, Isaac, “The Story of John Work of the
Hudson’s Bay Company” (typescript).

From ALEXANDER MacLEAN III--MacLean, Alexander, “The Story of Rancho
del Oso.”

From MR. THOMAS W. NORRIS—Notice of a Mass Meeting of the Citizens of
San Francisco Held June 12, 1849, in Portsmouth Square (facsimile of the original),
Livermore, 1943.

From MR. A. PORTER ROBINSON-List of Mexican Tariffs for 1847; Daily
journal kept while on board the Pacific Mail steamship Panara, New York to Panama,
February-May, 1849; Letter book containing copies of letters written by Alfred Rob-
inson from Chagres, Panama, and San Francisco, December 30, 1848, to June 16, 1849,
addressed to Messrs. Howland & Aspinwall, Captain Forbes, John Parrott, and others;
Invoice of merchandise shipped by Henry Mellus on board ship Arcadia bound for
San Pedro; and several packages of letters from eastern firms and individuals addressed
to Alfred Robinson.

MAPS AND PICTURES

From BERNICE P. BISHOP MUSEUM-—74 Photographs: California views by Wat-
kins, chiefly of Monterey and Santa Cruz.

From MR. FRANCIS P. FARQUHAR—Photostat of “Map of the Indian Tribes of
North America about 1600 A.D. along the Atlantic & about 1800 A.D. westwardly,”
published by the Amer. Antiq. Soc., from a drawing by Hon. A. Gallatin.”

From MR. FRANK A. HOLLOWBUSH — Photostat of pictorial letter-sheet,
“Hutching’s California Scenes, The California Indians,” 1854.

From A. T. LEONARD, JR., M.D.—2 Photographs: “Gen. Fremont’s Headquar-
ters, Los Angeles, California” and “Bells at Home of Ramona, Camulos, California.”

From MRS. MAY ROBINSON EMERSON-: Photographs of Carmel Mission
and 1 of Monterey showing the Cuartel.
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From MR. GEORGE A. MERRILL—Photostat of “A New Map of the Gold Re-
gion in California,” by Charles Drayton Gibbes, 1851.

From MR. FRANK M. MOORE—“The Picture Bridge,” Frank M. Moore’s folder
of paintings at The Huntington Hotel, Pasadena, California.

From MRS. CLARENCE M. ODDIE—Photograph of the presidential group at
Palo Alto: President Benjamin Harrison, Charles Crocker, Leland Stanford, and others.

From OLD OREGON TRAIL CENTENNIAL COMMISSION—Map of the Ore-
gon trail.

From MRS. CLYDE N. WHITE—z50 photographs of San Francisco taken a few
weeks after the fire and earthquake of April 18, 1906.

From MISS LOTTIE G. WOODS—79 postcard views of the Panama Pacific Inter-
national Exposition.

MISCELLANEOUS

From MR. FRED J. BOWLEN-Cards for Information File.

From MR. ALLEN L. CHICKERING-Sierra Club Nature Notes, Number 12,
An Enumeration of Norden Plants (November 18, 1943).

From MR. A. M. DUPERU—-San Francisco Daily Evening Bulletin, Dec. 2, 1863,
sheets containing delinquent tax list; December 14, 1865; December 15, 1865 (incom-
plete).

Frcm MRS. MILTON H. ESBERG—Newspaper review of Mme. Sarah Bernhardt’s
performance of “Sister Beatrice,” in San Francisco.

From MR. GEORGE A. MERRILL—“Incidents of ’49, “The ‘Constellation’ and Her
Passengers in Interesting Reminiscences,” photostat of article dated July 4, 1874.

From MR. P. M. WEDDELL—“The Marking of the Donner Trail, 1921-1624,” by
P. M. Weddell (scrapbook of newspaper clippings and photographs).

From MRS. C. H. WHITE—Brooch presented to Mrs. Gaillard Stoney, secretary of
Woman’s Board, Panama-Pacific International Exposition, by Mrs. Phoebe A. Hearst,
honorary president, r915.

Meetings

At the Annual Meeting of the California Historical Society on January 28,
in the Comstock Room of the Palace Hotel, with seventy-two members
and guests in attendance, the interesting address was given by the Hon.
Jackson H. Ralston upon “California Associations with Washington, D. C,,
in the 1870%.”

Mr. Ralston spoke from personal knowledge of his subject, recounting
his meetings with notable figures in the National Capital over more than
half a century. He told of a meeting with General John A. Sutter, in
Washington, in which the famous pioneer gave an account of early days
in the Sacramento Valley and referred to his appearances before Congres-
sional committees to seek from the United States Government restitution
of funds which he believed were his due.

The outstanding United States Senators from California were mentioned
in turn, with sidelights upon their characteristics and attainments, and ref-
erence also was made to United States Senators from Nevada who had
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such close relationship with the affairs of our state. Mr. Ralston told also
of his acquaintanceship with several Presidents of the United States and
indicated ways in which they were especially concerned with Californian
affairs. His remarks pertained, among others, to Theodore Roosevelt
and Woodrow Wilson.

Mr. Ralston brought his story down to the present, indicating the great
significance which Pacific affairs, notably those of California, have assumed
in the National Capital.

The Annual Business Meeting of the California Historical Society was
held on Friday, January 28, 1944, in the Comstock Room of the Palace
Hotel, San Francisco, pursuant to a notice sent to all members. Anson S.
Blake, First Vice-President of the Society, presided.

The Secretary, Aubrey Drury, presented the minutes of the Annual
Business Meeting of January 22, 1943, but on motion duly made, seconded
and carried, the reading of the minutes was dispensed with.

The Chairman then announced the result of the election for Directors
of the Society, the ballots having been counted by Miss Dorothy H. Hug-
gins and Mrs. Jeanne Van Nostrand, who had previously been appointed
tellers. Of the 221 ballots cast, the following 15 persons had received the
majority of votes:

Anson S. Blake Morton R. Gibbons
William Cavalier Lowell E. Hardy

Allen L. Chickering A. T. Leonard, Jr.
Templeton Crocker George D. Lyman
Ralph H. Cross Mrs. Alfred McLaughlin
Aubrey Drury C. O. G. Miller

Sidney M. Ehrman Mrs. George A. Pope

Walter A. Starr

The Chairman therefore announced that the foregoing had been elected
Directors to serve during the ensuing year and until their successors are
elected and qualify.

The Secretary then presented a report for the year 1943, from which
he read only excerpts in view of the fact that it was to be printed in the
QuarterLy. The report follows:

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
For the Year Ended December 31, 1943

MEMBERSHIP

The California Historical Society enters the year 1944 stronger in membership than
in any recent year, and with interest unabated. Even in these times of stress the Society
has maintained its work of historical research, collection of historical material pertair;-
ing to California and the West, and, above all, the publication of the California His-
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torical Society QuarTERLY, concerning which commendation has come from historical
societies and libraries throughout the United States.

In the year 1943 the membership of our Society recorded a net gain of 75 members—
more than three times the ratio shown in 1942. According to our last annual report,
at the end of 1942 we had 625 members, of whom 15 were patron and 27 were sustaining
members. During the year 1943, 112 new members were elected (including 1 sustaining
member); 2 former members were reinstated; 17 resignations were accepted; 8 mem-
bers were dropped for non-payment of dues, and 14 died. At the end of the year we
had 700 members, of whom 14 were patron members, 39 were sustaining members,
one was an honorary member, and 11 are inactive as members for the duration of the
war because they are in the armed forces.

MEETINGS

Six directors’ meetings were held during the year, and eight luncheon meetings.
The first of these luncheon meetings included the annual business meeting of the
Society with election of the Board of Directors.

The subjects and speakers at the luncheon meetings were:

Jan. 22—“The Roaring Seventies,” by Dr. John Donald Hicks.

Feb. 16—“The Pageant of San Francisco Society Through the Years,” by Gertrude
Atherton.

March 14—“Irish Leaders in Early California,” by Judge Thomas F. Prendergast.

April 27—“Adobe Houses of California,” by Mrs. Helen S. Giffen.

May 18—“Lincoln’s California Contacts,” by Dr. Milton H. Shutes.

Sept. 23—“Plants as Documents of Human History,” by Prof. Carl O. Sauer.

Oct. 28—“General E. O. C. Ord and His Career in California,” by Eric A. Falconer.

Nov. 18—“Peter Skene Ogden,” by Lewis A. McArthur.

NEW DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

At the first meeting of the Board of Directors following the Society’s Annual Meet-
ing in January 1943, the following officers were elected: George D. Lyman, President;
Anson S. Blake, First Vice-President; Sidney M. Ehrman, Second Vice-President;
Mrs. John O. Gantner, Third Vice-President; Aubrey Drury, Secretary; and Allen L.
Chickering, Treasurer.

Mr. John D. Galloway, a member of the Board, died in March, and on the twenty-
fourth of that month Mr. Lowell E. Hardy was elected to succeed him on the Board.

GIFTS AND LOANS

For gifts and loans of books, pamphlets, pictures, maps, manuscripts, and other his-
torical items, the Society is indebted to the following:

Mr. Edward O. Allen, Mr. Harris S. Allen, Mr. W. C. Arbuckle, Automobile Asso-
ciation of Southern California, Gen. David P. Barrows, the late Albert M. Bender,
Binfords & Mort, Miss Alma Birmingham, Mr. Nathaniel Blaisdell, Mr. Anson S. Blake,
Book Club of California (The Albert M. Bender Fund), Mr. Fred J. Bowlen, Miss Jean
M. Boyd, Mr. Thomas P. Brown, California Academy of Sciences, California Genealog-
ical Society, California State Senate, California State Chamber of Commerce, California
State Historical Association, Mr. John Denton Carter, Century Club, Mr. Allen L.
Chickering, Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, Miss Fanny J. Chipman,
Clan Campbell Association of America, Mrs. George Clough, Mrs. Edmond D. Coblentz,
Commonwealth Club of California, Community Music School, Mr. Peter T. Conmy,
Miss Margaret Cook, Cornell University Library, Coward-McCann, Inc., Mrs. Philip
S. Creedon, Miss Lilian A. Cross, Mr. Darrell Daley, Miss Lucie E. N. Dobbie, Mr.
Harold Douglas, Mr. Aubrey Drury, Mr. Alphonse Duperu, Miss Alice Eastwood,
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Mrs. Milton H. Esberg, Mr. Joseph A. Ewan, Mr. Francis P. Farquhar, Mr. F. N.
Fletcher, Mrs. Guy J. Giffen, Mr. Stuart N. Greenberg, Mr. Dan Gutleben, Mr. Herbert
S. Hamlin, Mr. Lowell E. Hardy, Mrs. Jerome A. Hart, Mr. Harry Hewlett, Mr. Carl
Hoffman, Mr. Theodore J. Hoover, Mr. Vernon Howard, Judge Frederic W. Howay,
Mz. John Thomas Howell, Mr. George F. Huff, Mr. J. S. Hutchins, International Insti-
tute of San Francisco, Mr. Fred D. Jackson, Mr. J. Juedes, Mr. Abraham Kamber, Miss
Florence R. Keene, Mr. Lawton R. Kennedy, Mrs. Lawton R. Kennedy, George H.
Kress, M.D., Mrs. Philip Van Horne Lansdale, Mrs. Esther S. Lawlor, Miss Kay Lawlor,
A. T. Leonard, Jr., M.D., Mrs. C. F. Lewis, Library of Congress, Los Angeles City
College, Mrs. Clarence Loveridge, George D. Lyman, M.D., Mr. M. Hall McAllister,
Mr. Lewis A. McArthur, Mr. Augustin S. Macdonald, C. K. McClatchy Senior High
School, Mrs. William L. McPherrin, Mr. Donald M. Macauley, Mr. J. W. Mailliard, Jr.,
Miss Constance A. Meeks, Mrs. Mary F. Melson, Mr. George A. Merrill, Mr. Grant D.
Miller, Mr. Guy C. Miller, Mr. Ralph L. Milliken, Miss Frances M. Molera, Mr. F. A.
Morse, Miss Susan Mullaly, Mrs. Alfred Murphy, National Audubon Society, National
Society of Colonial Dames of America, New York Public Library, Mr. George Nathan
Newman, Mr. Thomas W. Norris, Norwegian-American Historical Association, Mrs.
Fremont Oldér, Oregon Probation Association, Mr. William D. Page, Pendleton
Woolen Mills, Pennsylvania Historical Commission, Mrs. Sanford Plummer, Hon.
Thomas F. Prendergast, Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Gardens, Mr. A. Porter Robinson,
Mr. E. G. Ryder and Public Relations Dept., Santa Fe Railway, Sacramento Book
Collectors Club, San Francisco Housing Authority, San Leandro Chamber of Com-
merce, San Mateo County Historical Association, Saskatchewan Historical Society,
Mr. E. G. Schmiedell, Mr. Nat Schmulowitz, Mr. Emory E. Smith, Capt. G. Howard
Smith, Stanford University Press, Mr. Joseph B. Stack, Mr. Walter A. Starr, State
Historical Society of Missouri, Mrs. Gertrude A. Steger, Mr. Oliver P. Stidger, Dr.
Loren B. Taber, Mr. Archibald J. Treat, Mr. D. Q. Troy, U. S. Work Projects Admin-
istration, Von Boeckmann-Jones Company, University of California, University of
California Press, Mr. Henry R. Wagner, Mrs. Willis J. Walker, Mr. A. Wall, Mr.
Willard O. Waters, Mr. P. M. Weddell, Mrs. Francis Williams, Mr. Nichols Field
Wilson (editor Ghost Town News), Mr. Jack Wolff, Mrs. William A. Wood, Miss
Lottie G. Woods, Yuba Manufacturing Company.

Mr. Henry R. Wagner also has made a gift to the Society of 4 Dictionary of Books
Relating to America from Its Discovery to the Present Time, by Joseph Sabin (New
York, 1868), 29 volumes, delivery of which is to be made at some future date.

In addition to the foregoing, Mr. Charles S. Cushing returned to the Society many
issues of our QUARTERLY which he had accumulated during the years in which he
has been a member.

Mr. Lawton R. Kennedy, printer of our QUARTERLY, has very generously given us
a quantity of pictures, maps, and overruns from our publications, which are being
distributed to school children and prospective members.

Welcome financial assistance has also been received from a number of our members,
whose names are given on the last page of the December 1943 issue of the QuUARTERLY.
Mr. Philip Bancroft also made a generous contribution which was received too late
to be mentioned in that issue. The total amount received is shown in the Report of
the Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,
AuBrey Drury, Secretary
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The Treasurer, Allen L. Chickering, expressed the Society’s appreciation
for the help that has been given by members and others in financing the
Society’s activities. He also reported that the accounts and financial rec-
ords of the Society for the year 1943 had been examined by Farquhar &
Heimbucher, certified public accountants, and read excerpts from their
report. The following is a summary of the receipts and disbursements of
the General Fund and of the Publication Fund for the year as shown in
the financial statement prepared by Farquhar & Heimbucher:

GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES

RECEIPTS For the Year Ended December 31, 1943
Dues:
Active Members $ 6,207.50
Patron Members 1,325.00
Sustaining Members 975.00 $ 8,507.50
Contributions:
General Purposes 1,660.00
Special Purposes 202.75 1,862.75
Sales:
Quarterlies 380.25 380.25
Miscellaneous Revenue 10.11
Total Receipts W'
EXPENDITURES

Operating Expenses:

Salaries $ 4,042.30
Rent 1,800.00
Telephone 03.24
Postage and Express 128.47
Office Expenses 148.42
Printing 75.55
Insurance ) 109.13
Miscellaneous 5080 $ 6,448.00
Luncheon Expenses 22377
Quarterly Publication Cost 2,764.88
Total Regular Expenses $ 9,436.65
Special Expenses:
Equipment $ 9.19
Purchases from Donated Funds 77.75
Professional Services 35.00 121.94
Total Expenditures $ 9,558.59
Excess oF RECEIPTS ovER EXPENDITURES : 1,202.02
Funp BaLaNCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 455.18%
Funp Barance ar Exp oF YEar 746.84

{Figures in italics indicate negative amounts.
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PUBLICATION FUND RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the Year Ended December 31, 1943

Sales of Publications

Cost of Sales:
Inventory at Beginning of Year
Additions to Inventory

Inventory at End of Year
Gross Profit from Sales
Interest on Savings Account
Net Gain to Fund
Fund Balance at Beginning of Year
Fund Balance at End of Year

BALANCE SHEET
As at December 31, 1943
ASSETS
Cash—Wells Fargo Bank and Union Trust Company
Commercial Account
Savings Account
Office Cash Fund
Accounts Receivable
General Fund
Publication Fund
Inventory of Publications
Total Assets*

LiABILITIES
Accounts Payable—Publishers
Withholding Tax Payable
State Sales Tax Payable
Prepaid Dues

Funps
General Fund
Publication Fund

Total Liabilities and Funds

85
$ 42838
$ 1,989.10
1,000.00
$ 2,989.10
2,695.65 29345
134.93
23.17
158.10
365774
$ 3,815.84
$ 1,499.96
2,087.52
2000 $ 3,607.48
127.50
112.87 240.37
2,605.65
$ 6,543-50
$ 907.84
179.20
8.78
885.00 1,080.82
746.84
3,815.84 4,562.68
$ 6,543.50

*Library, Collections, Furniture, and Equipment are not valued on the books.

The Chairman then called for any other business which any member
might wish to present. Mr. R. L. Underhill spoke upon the advantage of
obtaining the co-operation of other historical societies in the state, par-
ticularly in northern California, and suggested that, if possible, a consoli-
dation of some of them with the California Historical Society would be

beneficial.

There being no further business, on motion duly made, seconded and

carried, the meeting adjourned.

Ausrey Drury, Secretary
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

In spite of the tragedy of war, the California Histogical Society is in flourishing con-
dition.

During the past year we have greatly enlarged our membership, increased our book
and other historical collections; augmented our usefulness to State, City and individual
by giving a helping hand to historical and civic organizations, local newspapers and
interested individuals. Several authors have used freely the facilities of the Society;
two have indicated their indebtedness to the same. Among these is Bernard De Voto,
the social historian, and author of the best seller: “The Year of Decision, 1846.” He
drew freely on one of the Society’s important publications, “James Clyman: American
Frontiersman,” edited by Charles L. Camp, all of which he duly acknowledged.

Even in this difficult period we have been able to publish our quarterly regularly;
continue our programme of interesting luncheon meetings; maintain our card index
of books and manuscripts. Due to the increased volume of work we have found it
necessary to increase our staff to three: a librarian, Mrs. Van Nostrand; a correspond-
ing secretary, Miss Dorothy Huggins, and assistant secretary, Miss Eleanor Rossi.

Financially, due to the efforts of Sidney M. Ehrman, our Chairman of the Finance
Committee, sufficient funds were raised from a generous membership to rescue us
from a sea of red ink and set us safely on a road headed for another year of historical
usefulness.

Our membership, due in a large measure to some telling publicity on the part of
the Chairman of the Membership Committee, Aubrey Drury, has increased by leaps
and bounds, as can be seen by the Secretary’s report. Our goal for 1944 is a member-
ship of ro0o. To date we have roughly about three-quarters of that number. If every
member, in this war emergency, would consider himself a committee of one to bring
in at least one extra member, the exigency could be met in a noble manner.

Thanks to Lowell Hardy, the editor, the Quarterly has lived up to its high standard.
There has been no curtailment in size or quality of contents. The serial publication of
Dr. Griffin’s Diary has been completed. In December the diary appeared in book form
with the tide “A Doctor Comes to California.” This journal, on account of its con-
nection with the Mexican War and the California conquest, stands in the same category
of historical significance as the Clyman diary, heretofore our high-water mark in the
publication line. In 1943 was also begun the publication of John Work’s Journals,
edited by Mrs. Maloney. On account of Work’s connection with the Hudson’s Bay
Company the publication is slated for distinction. Noting the distinguished quality
of her research work, Mrs. Maloney has been selected to do some important editing
for the Yale University Library.

The luncheon meetings, under the Chairmanship of Anson L. Blake, have been ex-
ceedingly well planned and attended, the attendance averaging over sixty persons. In
this connection Gertrude Atherton, one of the year’s eminent guest speakers, who
gave a talk on “The Pageant of San Francisco Society,” has expanded that work into
book form along with other pertinent and allied material. This new volume will be in
the book stalls in July of 1944, with the title “The Golden Gate Country.”

Our gift committee under the Chairmanship of Ralph H. Cross, Sr., has functioned
well. Many objects of historical significance have been received and acknowledged.
Particularly was the Society grateful for some one hundred thirty books and pam-
phlets. Among the former, probably the most outstanding were Cook’s “A Voyage
to the Pacific,” etc., an edition of 1794 in four volumes; George Vancouver's “A
Voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean and Round the World,” three vol-
umes, published in 1798. Both of the latter were gifts from the Albert Bender Fund
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selected and presented to the Society by the executor of his estate. Other significant
gifts have been the Vischer pictures presented by Mrs. Philip Van Horn Lansdale and
the impressive family possessions presented by Porter Robinson, grandson of two emi-
nent California pioneers; Horace Hawes, lawyer, multimillionaire and philanthropist,
and Alfred Robinson, a pioneer of 1829. The latter was the agent of Bryant and Sturgis
of Boston. Robinson was allied by marriage with the de la Guerra y Noriega family of
Santa Barbara, in its time “the leading family of Southern California,” according to
Bancroft. In 1846 Robinson published anonymously his “Life in California,” a standard
work, followed since by most historians of the annals of 1830-'42. Alfred Robinson’s
son, James, married Caroline Hawes, daughter of Horace Hawes. The son of this
marriage is Porter Robinson, who presented the Society with Alfred Robinson’s
Journal, a valuable accession to those interested in the economics of Mexican-California
as well as California after the conquest. Other gifts of Porter Robinson include the
handsome oval portraits of his maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Horace Hawes,
painted by Hiram R. Bloomer in 1872. Horace Hawes was a pioneer of 1847 and
became a prominent lawyer and legislator. He was the author of a number of impor-
tant briefs. One, on the famous “Pueblo Case,” was published in 1854. Hawes’ treatise
on the California missions and the rights of the Catholic Church to the property
pertaining to them is a valuable contribution to that subject. It was published in 1856.
“This argument,” writes Cowan, “presents in a most masterly manner the legal rights
of the Catholic missions to property, as drawn from the Spanish and Mexican law.”
Alone, this treatise has brought $170 at book auctions in New York. Hawes became
one of California’s first millionaires. By his will of 1871 he bequeathed the bulk of his
estate for the foundation of Mount Eagle University and a Chamber of Industry.
But by suit, which is one of the causas celebres of California, the will was broken.

In regard to exhibits, Miss Molera maintains an exhibit in the Society’s rooms. It is
changed about four times a year from her valuable collection of pamphlets and relics
of early California.

Inasmuch as every year now is a centennial anniversary of some important event
occurring a hundred years ago in California, in 1943 we commenced planning a
series of commemorative celebrations. The first exhibition will honor Alfred Robin-
son and is now on display. The staff has assembled a number of important documents
dealing with his life in California. It is hoped the members will embrace the opportu-
nity to visit the Society’s rooms and examine the display as well as the Hawes portraits.

The Robinson exhibit will be followed by other centenaries, notably one featuring
John Bidwell, an overland pioneer of 1841; and another, Edward Vischer, the artist,
who came to California first in 1842. His “Missions of Upper California” drawn after
1865 is a classic. Few are now in existence.

Dr. Leonard, through his Committee of Historic Names and Sites, has begun the
colossal task of rescuing from oblivion, by registering the same, the graves of Span-
ish, Mexican and American California pioneers.

As the library is one of the most important adjuncts of the Society, it will be of
interest to the members to know that our librarian, Mrs. Jeanne Van Nostrand, now
has the majority of our books and newspapers carefully catalogued. Our library,
numbering some six thousand volumes, is one of the most significant California col-
lections in existence and contains many of the greatest rarities. The fact that Wagner
and Camp used the collection in compiling the last edition of their bibliography, “The
Plains and the Rockies,” shows the importance of the collection. The fact that Harry
T. Peters used our lithographic collection, in compiling his “California on Smnc,"’
shows the importance of that part of our collections.

Apropos of cataloguing, the Society is grateful for the volunteer work done by
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Mrs. Guy J. Giffen and Mrs. Lawton Kennedy. It is essential that we have our col-
lections as completely catalogued as possible if they are to serve those in search of
knowledge. At the present time the library is specializing in collecting books and
pamphlets concerning California’s part in the present war. Knowledge of any such
items will be appreciated. Constantly we are in touch with items and collections,
the acquisition of which would augment the prestige of the California Historical
Society.

From the reports of the committees it can be seen that the Society is a living,
growing and thriving concern. We are grateful to all those who have helped by their
interest and means to care for our possessions and increase their usefulness.

Especially are these facts true when so many of our California youth are fighting
on foreign shores, on the sea and in the air. For them especially we must preserve our
priceless California heritage, for only in a knowledge of the past, affirms the historian,
can we find safeguards for the furure.

March 27, 1944. Georce D. Lyman.

New Members

Patron

NAME ADDRESS PROPOSED BY

Schilling, Walter, M.D.

Baker, Mrs. William P.
Bradley, John D.
Menke, Hugo L.
Oliver, Edwin Letts

Bailard, Mrs. Willis R.
*Bancroft, Paul
Bancroft, Philip

Bowles, Mrs. George M.

Burnett, W. S.
Burroughs, Mrs. R. B.
Clark, Rush Spencer
Croonquist, S. M.
Cushing, Mrs. John E.
Darling, Mrs. Blake
Decker, Malcolm
Dill, Mrs. Marshall
Dodge, Washington
Dohrmann, Robert L.
Drown, Miss V. Newell
Edwards, Thomas R.
Elder, Paul, Jr.

Emge, L. A, M.D.
Farraher, James

Foley, Judge Thomas M.

Foster, Mrs. E. Ronald
Gregory, Donald M.
Gross, Mrs. George E.
Guittard, Horace C.
Hager, Mrs. Ethel

*Former member, reinstated.

San Francisco

Sustaining

San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco

Active
Santa Barbara
San Francisco

Walnut Creek, Calif.

San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco

Berkeley, Calif.
Stanford University

San Francisco

Menlo Park, Calif.
New York, N. Y.

San Francisco

New York, N. Y.

San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
Berkeley, Calif.
San Francisco
Qakland, Calif.
San Francisco
San Francisco

Miss Else Schilling

Mrs. William F. Steele
Mr. P. R. Bradley
George D. Lyman, M.D.
Mr. Lowell E. Hardy

Membership Committee
George H. Kress, M.D.
Mr. Edgar M. Kahn
George D. Lyman, M.D.
Membership Committee
Miss Jennie M. Blair
Mrs. Jerome A. Hart
Mr. R. L. Underhill
Mrs. Joseph D. Grant
Mr. C. F. Michaels

Mrs. J. J. Van Nostrand
Miss Else Schilling
Membership Committee
Mr. Edgar M. Kahn
George D. Lyman, M.D:
Mr. R. L. Underhill

Mr. R. L. Underhill
Walter Schilling, M.D.
Mr. Joe G. Sweet

Mr. Edgar M. Kahn
Miss Dorothy H. Huggins
Mr. Allen L. Chickering
Mrs. W. L. Pattiani

Mr. Henry F. Dutton
Miss Jennie M. Blair
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NAME ADDRESS

Hansen, Walter E.

Hastings, Mrs. John Russel
Heimbucher, Mrs. Clifford V.
Hotchkis, Preston
Huntington, Mrs. Clara

Kent, Mrs. William

Kent, William, Jr.

Kiersted, Mrs. Henry S.

San Francisco
Santa Barbara
Berkeley, Calif.
Los Angeles
Sausalito, Calif.
Kentfield, Calif.
San Francisco
San Francisco

Lamb, W. Kaye Vancouver, B. C.
Lambert, Mrs. Charles F. Oaldand, Calif.
Leland, P. E. Piedmont, Calif.

McClatchy, Mrs. Carlos K.
Menke, Hugo L.

Fresno, Calif.
San Francisco

Metcalf, Lt. John R. Rolla, Mo.
*Mitchum, Colis San Francisco
Moore, Albert A. Piedmont, Calif.
Moore, Frank M. Carmel, Calif.
Morrow, Dwight W., Jr. Monterey

National Broadcasting Co., Inc.San Francisco
Newton, Leonard V. San Francisco
Niemela, E. R. Petaluma, Calif.
Powell, Stanley San Francisco
Richards, C. F. San Francisco
Rubke, Francis W. San Francisco

Sawin, Herbert A. Oakland, Calif.
Sharpsteen, William C. San Francisco
Skaggs, Chester W, San Francisco

Spokane Public Library

Stadtmuller, E. W.

Stephenson, Henry A., M.D.
*Stoddard, Walter E.

Swift, Harry G.

Tobin, C. R.

Thomas, Mrs. Helen Marye

Thompson, Mrs. W. H.

U. S. Board on Geographical

Spokane, Wash.
San Francisco

San Francisco
Sacramento

San Francisco

San Francisco
Wadsworth, Nev.
Lodi, Calif.

Names ‘Washington, D. C.
University of Colorado

Libraries Boulder, Colo.
University of Redlands Redlands, Calif.
Winship, H. D. San Francisco

Wohlgemuth, O. J. Walnut Creek, Calif.

89

PROPOSED BY
A.T. Leonard, Jr., M.D.
Mr. S. M. Haskins
Mr. Francis P. Farquhar
Mrs. J. J. Van Nostrand
Miss Dorothy H. Huggins
Membership Committee
Mr. Aubrey Drury
Miss Jennie M. Blair
Mrs. Alice B. Maloney
Mrs. William A. Wood
Mr. Lowell E. Hardy
Hon. George Cosgrave
George D. Lyman, M.D.
Mrs. Jerome A. Hart
Mrs. William A. Wood
Mr. Allen L. Chickering, Jr.
Mrs. J. J. Van Nostrand
Membership Committee
Mrs. J. J. Van Nostrand
Membership Committee
Mr. C. P. Carruthers
Membership Committee
Mrs. J. J. Van Nostrand
Mr. Aubrey Drury
George D. Lyman, M.D.
Miss Dorothy H. Huggins
Mr. R. L. Underhill
Msrs. Alice B. Maloney
George D. Lyman, M.D.
George D. Lyman, M.D.
Miss Caroline Wenzel
Mr. Edgar B. Jessup
Membership Committee
Membership Committee
Membership Committee

Miss Dorothy H. Huggins

Miss Dorothy H. Huggins
Membership Committee

Membership Committee
Mr. Edgar M. Kahn

Reclassification of Memberships

From Sustaining to Patron
Allyne, Miss Lucy H.
From Active to Sustaining

Farquhar, Francis P. Jackson, Mrs. Charles M.
Cavalier, William Gerstle, William L. McCann, F. P.
Cordes, Frederick C., M.D. Hardy-Halsey, Mrs. E. L. Mein, William Wallace
Cosgrave, Hon. George Henshaw, Griffith
*Former member, reinstated.

Allyne, Miss Edith W, Boggs, Mac Héléne Bacon

Cameron, George T.
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Tn ademoriam

Daisy Frorence BapGer CASWELL

1858-1043
On March 24, 1943, Mrs. George W. Caswell died in her eighty-fifth year,
leaving a daughter, Mrs. Edgar J. Malmgren, Jr.; two grandchildren; and
a sister, Mrs. Henry S. Foote. She was the daughter of William Gilman
Badger, who had come to California via the Isthmus of Panama in 1850
and was a member of the San Francisco Committee of Vigilance of 1851~
52. Her mother died when she was twelve years ald and she was sent east
to school.

Mrs. Caswell was an active member of at least six organizations and
contributed in one way or another to practically every charitable institu-
tion in San Francisco. She had been very active in the Woman’s Exchange
and was made honorary president. In later years she was especially inter-
ested in the Girls’ Friendly Society and the Episcopal Old Peoples Home.
She was a patron of the Opera, the Chamber Music Society, the Salon
Frangais, and many other cultural groups and activities. She was espe-
cially in her element when she was doing things for others. Passing ac-
quaintances received of her bounty, as well as friends who had met with
reverses and whom she supported. There was something in her nature
that always wanted to give and never cared to receive. She radiated love
wherever she went and her memory will be cherished by all who knew her.

Juria CaswerLr CoLLIER

Frep M. DE Wrrr

1869-1944
In the death of Fred M. De Witt on January 6 the Society lost one of its
most active and energetic members. Born in New Jersey in 1869, he came
to California in 1876. In San Francisco he attended Clement Grammar
School and later Commercial High School. In 1885 he went to work for
Chilion Beach, one of the oldest book dealers in San Francisco. Here he
imbibed his love of books and especially of those relating to California.
From that time on he became a true Californian and was ever active in
advancing the study of the history of California. In 19o1r Mr. De Witt
started in business for himself at 318 Post Street, where he compiled and
sold “De Witt’s Map and Street Guide to San Francisco,” one of the earli-
est and most complete of its kind. In the same year he took in James
Snelling as partner and began to branch out. The partners moved to a
larger store on Stockton Street facing Union Square, and from there to
Sutter Street, between Powell and Stockton. Here Mr. De Witt suffered
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his first great loss, in the fire and earthquake of 1906. He had just pur-
chased the library of Captain Isaiah W. Lees, and that and all the rest of
his stock, none of which was insured, was destroyed. He then came to
Oakland and bought out a small stock of second-hand books at ¢ Tele-
graph Avenue (the number afterwards was changed to 1609). Business
improved, and a few years later he opened a second store at 620 Four-
teenth Street. To this store he moved all his stock in 1913 when the build-
ing on Telegraph Avenue was sold. His square dealing was recognized
generally by collectors and others, and he made a success of all his en-
deavors. In 1936, after fifty years, thirty of which were spent in Oakland,
he retired from business.

In 1904 Mr. De Witt married Margaret Barnes, who survives him. He
also leaves a daughter, Ethel, and a son, James.

Mr. De Witt belonged to no organization except the California Historical
Society. He was one of the first members elected on the reorganization of
the Society in 1922. For a long time he was chairman of the Exhibition
Committee and sponsored exhibitions at the first headquarters of the So-
ciety, at the Bohemian Club, at the St. Francis Hotel, and in the Municipal
Auditorium, often neglecting his own business to install and supervise the
exhibits. He was active in obtaining new members and was a regular at-
tendant at the luncheon meetings up to the last. He will be remembered
as a faithful member of the Society and a man of strict honor. May he
remain long in our memory.

D. Q. Troy

EvrrLa Bissor Drury

1863-1944

Mrs. Ella Bishop Drury, who passed away at her home in Berkeley on
February 16, was a resident of the West for eighty years. She was born
in Flora, Clay County, Illinois, on April 5, 1863, and was christened Elvira
Lorraine, named for her two aunts. Her father, Dr. Simeon Bishop, who
had served as a surgeon with Grant’s army at the battle of Shiloh, was a
member of a pioneer family which had friendly associations with Abraham
Lincoln. Her mother, Mrs. Helen Apperson Bishop, was a first cousin
of Mrs. Phoebe Apperson Hearst. With her parents, at the age of three
months Ella traveled overland by stagecoach to Glendale, Nevada, near
the present city of Reno. The family lived in Virginia City, Washoe,
Reno, and for a time (in 1872) in Oakland, California.

Her father and uncle Alva Curtis Bishop were early-day physicians in
Nevada; her uncle William Wallace Bishop, a prominent lawyer there;
and her uncle Frederick Aubrey Bishop, who came into Carson Valley
with Kit Carson, was a superintendent of Sandy Bowers’ mining property
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at Gold Hill. Earlier, he had carried mail between Genoa, Nevada, and
Placerville, California, before Snowshoe Thompson was on that route.

Ella Bishop was graduated from Mills Seminary, Oakland, in 1883, and
taught school at Crow’s Landing, Stanislaus County. She married Wells
Drury, editor and legislator, in 1888 at Reno, and they removed to Cali-
fornia, where her husband was on the editorial staffs of leading newspapers
in San Francisco, Los Angeles and Sacramento, and later was managing
director of the Berkeley Chamber of Commerce. They had a wide ac-
quaintance with the builders of the West in those days. Wells Drury
passed away in 193z,

Mrs. Drury conducted an extensive correspondence, wrote much for
the newspapers, and was the author of the Foreword to her husband’s
book of reminiscences, An Editor on The Comstock Lode. She was a
member of the California Historical Society and numerous other organi-
zations. Of her, the Oakland Tribune said editorially, “She was a quiet
figure of influence and discernment.”

Mrs. Drury leaves two sons and two daughters—Newton Bishop Drury,
Director of the National Park Service; Aubrey Drury, writer, Secretary
and Treasurer of the California Historical Society; Miss Muriel Drury
and Mrs. Lorraine Drury Haynes, the wife of Lieutenant Horace Halden
Haynes, U. S. Army. Her grandchildren, the children of Mr. and Mrs.
Newton Drury, are Mrs. Betty Drury Edwards, wife of Lieutenant (j.g.)
Austin L. Edwards, U.S.N.R.; Newton Drury, Jr., and Hugh Wells Drury.

Janmges A. B. SCHERER
1870-1944

Dr. James Augustin Brown Scherer, internationally known historian and
educator, author and lecturer, who passed away in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia, on February 15, was a beloved member of the California Historical
Society. His addresses before the Society are remembered with appre-
ciation.

Born in Salisbury, North Carolina, May 22, 1870, he was the son of Rev.
Simeon Scherer and Mrs. Harriet Isabella Brown Scherer. He was gradu-
ated from Roanoke College, Virginia, in 189o. Going to the Orient, he
was instructor in English, Imperial Government School, Saga, Japan, from
1892 to 18¢7. He was married to Bessie Brown, of New Concord, Ohio,
at Kobe, Japan, July 5, 1894.

Returning to America, he received the Ph.D. degree at Pennsylvania
College in 1897. Dr. Scherer was professor of history in Lutheran Semi-
nary, Charleston, South Carolina, from 1898 to 19o4. In 1905 the degree
of LL.D. was conferred upon him by South Carolina University. He was
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president of Newberry College, South Carolina, from 1904 to 1908, when
he became president of the polytechnic institute at Pasadena which he
reorganized into the famous California Institute of Technology. In the
course of this project he visited the chief technical schools of the world in
1909. From 1926 to 1931 he was director of the Southwest Museum,
Los Angeles.

In 1913 Dr. Scherer was a leader in the successful movement to amend
the State Constitution so as to exempt colleges from taxation. During the
first World War he rendered service in many fields, being chief field agent
of the Council of National Defense State Councils Section, and special
representative of the United States Shipping Board.

Dr. Scherer revisited the Orient in 1923-24 and 1931-36. Recognized
as an authority on Japanese history and affairs, he discerned the tragic
trend, culminating his writings in that field in 1938 with a warning of the
Japanese menace, in the book, Japan Defies the World.

His notable books on California and Western history include The First
Forty-Niner (about Samuel Brannan); “The Lion of the Vigilantes)’
Williamn T. Coleman; and Thirty-first Star, which places particular em-
phasis on the years between 1846 and 1864, and on such striking figures as
John C. Frémont and Jessie Benton Frémont, William M. Gwin, and
Thomas Starr King. Dr. Scherer’s interpretation of the motives of the
“empire builders” was frequently at variance with the findings of his
predecessors, and he brought new viewpoints into the study of our state’s
history. ‘

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Bessie Brown Scherer; a daughter,
Mrs. Isabel Mosher, of Berkeley, and a son, Paul Armand Scherer, head of
the transition office of the National Defense Council, Washington, D. C.

AuUBREY DRURY

With deep regret we also report the deaths of the following members: Mr. Felton
Elkins, on January 6; Prof. Herbert L. Priestley, on January ¢; and Mr. C. F. Michaels,
on February 20. Their obituaries are being prepared for the June issue.
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On February 20 the SS George A. Pope (named for our late member) was launched
at the Permanente Merals Corporation Shipyard No. 2, in Richmond. Sponsor was
Mrs. Henri Trumbull, daughter of Mr. Pope and Mrs. Pope (member of our Board
of Directors); Mrs. George A. Pope, Jr., their daughter-in-law, was matron of honor;
and their granddaughter, Edith Taylor Pope, was flower girl.

The Liberty freighter C. K. McClatchy, named for one of the West’s most promi-
nent editors and publishers, Charles Kenny McClatchy, was launched on March 16,
christened by his daughter, Miss Eleanor McClatchy, a member of our Society.

In February, Miss Eleanor Rossi, granddaughter of former Mayor Angelo J. Rossi,
was added to the Society’s staff as a part-time assistant.

Frances Rand Smith (widow of James Perrin Smith, geologist and Stanford Univer-
sity professor) spent many years before her death in 1938 (see this QuarTerLy, X VII,
191-92) collecting material on the California missions. Her Architectural History of
Mission San Carlos Borromeo (1921); The Spanish Missions of California; The Burial
Place of Father Junipero Serra (1924); and The Mission of San Antonio de Padua
(1932) were published before her death, and her remaining manuscripts and notes
were afterward presented to the Society by her son, Mr. Forster R. Smith. Her
article on Soledad Mission is presented in this issue.

Mr. Desiré Fricot, before his death in 1940 (see this QuarTERLY, XIX, 380-81) made
the translation of the rare French pamphlet printed in the foregoing pages. It was his
intention to furnish the cuts to illustrate the article, and his wishes are being carried
out by Miss Raymonde Rooney, niece of the late Mrs. Fricot.

The editors regret that it is not possible to print all the interesting data that have
been received concerning our new members. A few notes about them follow.

*Philip Bancroft, native San Franciscan, Contra Costa County rancher, and candi-
date for the office of United States senator, is a son of the noted historian, Hubert
Howe Bancroft and his wife, Matilda Griffing Bancroft. Another son, Paul Bancroft,
is re-entering membership after an absence of several years.

John D. Bradley is a son of Frederick Worthen Bradley (a member of our Society
who died in 1933) and grandson of Henry Sewall Bradley who came to California
from Massachusetts in 1855 and settled in Nevada County. H. S. Bradley was a promi-
nent mining engineer and geologist, and his son Frederick, also a mining engineer,
became a leader in his profession, first in Nevada County (where he was born), and
later in Idaho and elsewhere. He was president of the Alaska Juneau Gold Mining Co.
and of several similar companies. Mr. J. D. Bradley’s mother, Mary Elizabeth Parks
Bradley, the daughter of James Franklin Parks who came overland to California in
1854-55, was born in Amador County, where her father was manager of the Ken-
nedy gold mine.

All four of the grandparents of Mrs. John Cushing (Grace Isabel Beaver) came
to California in the early 1850’s, and she and her parents (Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H.
Beaver), as well as her husband and his parents, were born here. Her grandfather,
George Beaver, was one of the founders of the San Francisco Savings Union (Amer-
ican Trust Company), and also of the Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, and
the predecessors of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. Mrs. Cushing’s maternal
grandfather, James Pierce, Grass Valley mining man and Santa Clara County rancher,
was founder of the Pacific Manufacturing Company:.

Malcolm Decker is the well-known New York dealer in rare Americana, “Peter”
Decker.

*For further information see Who’s Who in America.
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Robert L. Dohrmann is the son of the late A. B. C. Dohrmann (a member of this
Society who died in 1937) and grandson of Frederick W. Dohrmann, outstanding
San Franciscans who did much for the development of the state and the Bay area
from 1865 on. F. W. Dohrmann assisted in writing the charter for the City of San
Francisco and was one of the men largely responsible for the Panama-Pacific Inter-
national Exposition of 1915.

Paul Elder, Jr., is the son of Paul Elder, San Francisco book dealer with whom he
was associated in business prior to entering the Field Artillery, U. S. Army. He is a
graduate of the University of California and for a while taught at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music.

Thomas M. Foley, judge of the Superior Court, was born in San Francisco and prac-
ticed law here for 20 years. In 1934 he was appointed director of Military and Veteran
Affairs of the State of California, and in 1936 became judge of the Municipal Court.
His grandfather, Thomas Foley, was a soap maker in San Francisco in 1852 and for
many years thereafter. William E. Foley, Judge Foley’s father, born here in 1863,
was in the building business and was a grand officer of the Native Sons of the Golden
West. Judge Foley’s mother’s father, Martin O’Brien, came to California in the early
sixties.

Mrs. George E. Gross (Ethel Gage) is the daughter of Stephen T. Gage, who crossed
the plains from Ohio in 1852, was elected to the California legislature in 1857, and
became the personal friend and adviser of Leland Stanford. He was identified with
the Southern Pacific Railroad for fifty years.

Ethel Hager, a native of San Francisco, is the daughter of John Sharpstein Hager
who came to California from New Jersey in 1849, via the Isthmus of Panama. He
practiced law in San Francisco and became prominent in state and civic affairs. In
1855 he was elected district judge of the Fourth District, and in his court was tried
the famous suit that resulted from the failure of Adams & Co. He was for a number
of years a state senator, and in 1873 was elected U. S. senator to fill the unexpired term
of Eugene Casserly. He was also a member of the second California Constitutional
Convention. His wife was Elizabeth Lucas Hicks, the daughter of James H. Lucas,
of the banking firm of Lucas, Turner & Co.

Mrs. John Russel Hastings (Katherine Bagg) is secretary and treasurer of the Santa
Barbara Historical Society, which was incorporated last June.

Preston Hotchkis, president of the California State Chamber of Commerce, was
born in Los Angeles, the son of Finlay Montgomery Hotchkis and the former Kath-
erine Preston whose father, Jasper N. Preston, was architect of many of the largest
buildings in southern California. He (Preston Hotchkis) was one of the founders
and is a director of the Pacific Finance Corporation, the Pioneer Securities Corpora-
tion, and of the Pacific Indemnity Co., of which he is executive vice president and
treasurer. He is also a director of several other companies, a member of the Governor’s
Tax Committee and of the City Council of San Marino, and is a trustee of California
Junior Republic and of the Southwest Museum.

Mrs. William Kent (Elizabeth Thacher) is the widow of Congressman Kent who
gave Muir Woods to the United States as a national monument. With Mrs. Kent he
devoted much attention to the conservation of our natural resources and was particu-
larly interested in the Save-the-Redwoods League. Mr. Kent came to California with
his parents in 1871. William Kent, Jr., is also one of our new members.

Mrs. Charles F. Lambert is the newly elected state regent of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Phebe Briggs McClatchy is the widow of Carlos K. McClatchy, who was the son of
Charles Kenny McClatchy and grandson of James McClatchy, ’4ocr and one of the
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founders of the Sacramento Bee. She is the daughter of N. D. Rideout who came to
California about 1851 and engaged in banking in Marysville and elsewhere. Mrs. Mc-
Clatchy’s husband, at the time of his death, was editor of the Fresno Bee and manager
of the Bee newspaper chain.

Frank M. Moore is a mural painter of California scenes. His great-uncle, George
Boardman, came to California in the sixties and later was head of the Aetna Insurance
Co. At his home on Nob Hill, Frank Moore’s parents met and were married in 1875.
Dr. John Murray Moore (his father) was one of the first physicians to practice
homeopathy in California and was later connected with Hahnemann Hospital.

*Edwin Letts Oliver was born in San Francisco, the son of William Letts and Carrie
Benedict (Brown) Oliver. He is a graduate of the University of California (19oo),
served as surveyor and metallurgist of the North Star Mines Co. in Grass Valley
(1903-10), and has invented a filter for use in the cyanide process. He is president
and general manager of Oliver United Filters, Inc., and president of the Idaho Mary-
land Mines Corp. His father came to San Francisco in 1869 from Chile and managed
mines in California for a British syndicate. In 1883 he founded the California Cap Co.,
of which his sons Roland and William are president and vice president. Their
mother was the daughter of Roland Gair Brown, who brought his family to California
from Boston in 1865 and was one of the founder members of the San Francisco Stock
Exchange.

Chester W. Skaggs, of Davis, Skaggs & Co. (stocks and bonds) is the grandson of
Alexander Skaggs, a Kentuckian who came to California in 1850 and engaged in stock
raising in Nevada County. In 1857 he moved to Sonoma County and became owner
of lands on which the resort “Skaggs Springs” was established in 1860. He was also
one of the earliest hop growers in that county. Chester Skaggs’ maternal grand-
father was William Board, a Missourian who came to California in 1849 via Mexico
and engaged in freighting between Stockton and the mines. Returning to Missouri
in 1852, he drove back one hundred head of cattle to Santa Clara County. He left that
county in 1856 and spent the rest of his life in Sonoma County.

Edwin W. Stadtmuller, born in San Francisco in 1876, is the son of Frederick D.
Stadtmuller who came overland in 1852 from St. Joseph Missouri, with three other
young men. Frederick Stadumuller mined in California, then went to the Fraser
River, Canada, and to Nevada during the days of the Big Bonanza, where he was in
the mercantile business in Gold Hill, Washoe, Galena, and elsewhere. He came to
San Francisco in 1879 and died here in 1893.

Harry G. Swift, district manager of the Marchant Calculating Machine Company,
admits relationship to the “pirate” Francis Drake who sailed along these shores in 1579.

Mrs. Helen Marye Thomas is a daughter of George Thomas Marye, Jr., who was
twice president of the San Francisco Stock Exchange and was a regent of the Uni-
versity of California. He was also associated with his father in the banking business
in Virginia City, Nevada, and was author of From: 49 to °83 in California and Nevada
and a book about Imperial Russia written after his resignation as ambassador to that
country.

Mrs. William Henry Thompson (Celia Crocker) is the daughter of Henry Robinson
Crocker, native of Massachusetts, who came to California via the Yankee Blade,
the Isthmus of Panama, and the Uncle Sam, in 1853. Settling at Bronson, Tuolumne
County, he engaged in placer mining for several years. In the early eighties, with his
wife May Hall Crocker, he opened Crocker’s Station on the Big Oak Flat stage line
from Milton, Calaveras County, to Yosemite Valley. Their daughter Celia was born
at Bronson (Crocker’s) and attended Woodbridge College near Stockton.

*For further information see Who’s Who in America.




Celestial Drama in the Golden Hills
The Chinese Theatre in California, 1849-1869

By Lois RopECAPE

INTRODUCTION
HO! FOR CALIFORNIA!” sang out the advertising columns of

New York papers, while news items about gold were generously

interlarded in fine print. “Gold is folly” shouted preachers from
their pulpits, aghast at the spectacle of young husbands leaving their wives,
young sons parting from their mothers, to join the giddy rush across the
continent. “It is all a magnificent falsehood” said one authority; but “the
tales of gold are by no means exaggerated” said another. And while the
conservatives bemoaned this new crusade and nursed fears of catastrophe
in the far new land, a growing tide of excited humanity wore new paths
in the prairies and oceans to foregather in California, where gold was to
be had for the gathering and all men’s pockets were fabulously heavy with
the precious metal.

Not only in the Occident was the new fever epidemic. Across a wider
sea and a longer gap of civilization, young men in isolated China had heard
of the wealth of California. One young man in Canton wrote to his
brother, a tea merchant in Boston, in the year 1848: “Good many Amer-
ican men speak of California. Oh! very rich country! I hear good many
American and Europe men go there. Oh! they will get gold very quick,
I hear. Oh, some people say, get money very quick; every day two or
three pounds of gold each. I feel as if I should like to go very much. I
think I shall go to California next summer . . .” Many easterners were
beginning to think, too, in this staccato exaltation of hope. But little
brother in China had also considered possible disadvantages in the pro-
posed emigration: “Oh, California is not very pleasant place; new place;
it is warm, however, just the same as Canton. That is good for China men.
I afraid our mother won'’t like us to go there. People tell me that two
months’ sail is the distance from here there . . .t

In many ways the journey from China to California was less arduous
than that from New York or Boston; yet such a leap in the dark, into a
strange land of unknown terrors, among strange men and conditions,
must have seemed foolhardy indeed to the self-sufficient Oriental, particu-
larly in view of imperial restrictions on emigration. Pioneer spirits there
were, though, in China as elsewhere, and slowly a few Chinese filtered out.

In February 1849, there were fifty-four Chinese men and one woman
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in California. A year later there were almost eight hundred, and in Janu-
ary 1851 it was estimated that some 7,500 had arrived in the state.?

Not all of the Chinese immigrants were interested in gold. Some of them
allegedly were contract laborers, imported by shrewd impresarios to fur-
nish cheap muscles and docile obedience in giant schemes for exploiting
the new land and its occupants. Many settled down quietly as restaura-
teurs; on the testimony of the pioneers, their food was eagerly devoured,
though unfamiliar in form and flavor, being described by one earnest soul
as consisting mostly of “curries, hashes, and fricasees.” Other Chinese
devoted themselves to truck farms, and so on.

The immigrant Orientals were viewed with curiosity and some amuse-
ment. Early newspapers came to refer to them ironically as “the Celes-
tials.” Their fellow pioneers found them “quiet, inoffensive, and particu-
larly industrious,” though “odd.”

The great majority of the disembarking Chinese bore the characteristic
stamp of the “coolie” in appearance and temperament. Occidentals who
had never seen Far Eastern natives examined these with continued inquisi-
tiveness. The typical “China Boy” boasted a head close-shaven except for
a carefully cultivated area of several inches in diameter, the long hair of
which was braided in a queue perhaps lengthened and beautified by intro-
duction of black silk strands. This glossy braid often dangled to his
knees, though in moments of concentrated effort it was wound into a
topknot securely fastened out of harm’s way. A blue or black cotton
smock and shortish trousers were the usual apparel, topped by a skull cap,
a felt or a wide rattan hat with an indentation to accommodate his queue
neatly. Legs were bare, or wound with cloth, and sandals or pointed
wooden shoes completed the costume.’

Wealthy merchants and semi-aristocrats formed a small minority of the
immigration, and were easily distinguished by their elegant long skirts,
often made of blue stuff and sometimes of fine silks and satins. One excep-
tionally elegant young man appearing in San Francisco’s streets in the
company of a staid and bespectacled old gentleman has been immortalized
in the columns of the San Francisco Herald (steamer edition) of May 31,
1851; if we are to believe the reporter, this young Chinese dandy wore
purple slippers, white stockings, orange-colored short trousers, and a
green-braided jacket; on his head a scarlet skullcap, embroidered in gold.
Less theatrical was a young Chinese beau in Sacramento who was seen,
one rainy day, wearing a rich black silk suit, an embroidered fur cape
girdled at the waist, elegantly carved sandals, multi-hued ribbons in his
queue, a mandarin cap, and sheltering his magnificence under a huge
umbrella.®

Women of respectable character were noticeably few; the Chinese were
slow to introduce females to the rigors of the new country, and indeed
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all tradition and Chinese law discouraged their transport from their own
land.” The lily-footed members of the race appeared but rarely, and the
upper-class matrons were conspicuously conservative in black silk and
blue satin. Only an occasional festival brought out the typically pictur-
esque in weird coiffures of special significance—described by a local ob-
server as “running out backwards ten or twelve inches, like the sharp bow
of a steamboat” and held in place “by a profuse expenditure of hog’s lard
and ornamental hair pins.”®

Some of the more enterprising and courageous Chinese actually forsook
their Oriental clothes. Frank Marryat saw Chinese in the mines in Eu-
~ ropean attire, including patent leather boots, gold watch-chains and Occi-
dental haircuts. Some of them developed into dashing horsemen of the
dare-devil variety.'

Practically all of the immigrants to California came from Canton or
neighboring provinces—a circumstance perhaps to be explained by the
fact that first contact of Chinese with foreigners was established through
ports in that region. The journey to America required several weeks at
best; indeed great rejoicing and congratulation was in order when the
clipper ship Challenge accomplished the journey from Hongkong to Japan
and thence to San Francisco in thirty-three days, safely landing 553 Chi-
nese without casualty.’® The fare averaged fifty dollars a passenger,!
and by 1852 twenty ships were devoted to the trade of carrying human
cargo.

Expatriate Chinese were almost invariably members of clubs or benefit
organizations established in California to serve their mutual interests.
These brotherhoods functioned as travelers’ aid headquarters, money lend-
ers, employment agencies, advisory bodies of one sort or another, arbi-
trators of disputes, and intermediaries in business contacts between Chi-
nese and other California residents.'? It was remarked in 1855 by a Chinese
merchant of standing that of the forty thousand Chinese in California at
that time probably not a thousand had failed to affiliate with one of the
later-famous Chinese associations.'®* There were five district organizations
of Chinese; these five groups, namely the Yeung-Wo, Sze-Yap, Sam-Yap,
Ning-Yeung, and Yan-Wo companies,'* were subsequently augmented
by two more, while various reorganizations in member companies were
effected, but in popular parlance the general executive council of these
bodies is always referred to as the Chinese Six Companies, an enduring
reservoir of power in Oriental affairs in America.!

The history of the Chinese in California is full of sound and fury and
legislation. The narration of all the events in the sequence would require
much space and many words. In 1850 the Chinese were welcomed on
official occasions by both the mayor of San Francisco and the governor
of the state; only a few months passed before a change in sentiment was
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evident. Gold miners were already expressing rude resentment of “for-
eign” rivalry in the field; by the spring of 1852 the governor was suffi-
ciently incensed to address anti-Chinese protests to the state legislature;
and from 1852 feeling in the west was expressed in a series of anti-Chinese
laws and taxes and individual instances of persecution. The Chinese were
criticized for low standards of living, insanitary habits, willingness to
work for small wages, tendency to remain isolated in their own quarters
and customs, love of gambling, and so on and on. Their champions dimin-
ished in numbers as the years wore on, and the Orientals found existence
in America increasingly uncomfortable and always difficult.

It is perhaps not surprising that these yellow-skinned strangers in this
new raw land brought their own festivals, traditions, and amusements to
lighten the burden of existence. Nor is it surprising that the gambling
houses and theatres of Little China, later known as Chinatown, in the
favorite city of the Chinese, San Francisco, should have flourished with a
resounding cheer not always acceptable to that city’s resentful Occidental
residents. I

The first appearance of Chinese theatrical performers in San Francisco
seems to have been made at the American Theatre in Sansome Street. This
pioneer playhouse, erected as a rival to Maguire’s Jenny Lind by Dr.
David G. Robinson and a Mr. Wiesenthal, was opened in October 1851,
as one of a proud little sprinkling of pretentious buildings in the strange
nondescript city. The theatre was built to accommodate two thousand
patrons; beneath an oval dome, red plush curtains and seats, white-pillared
boxes and gilt dadoes dazzled rough patrons hungering for luxury.

On the stage of this elegant edifice in October 1852, there appeared
“for the first time in California, or anywhere else outside of China,” a
troupe of Chinese Jugglers, under the management of Dr. John H. Gihon.
This company, including twenty male and female performers, if we are
to credit the advertisements, had completed a sensational tour of the Chi-
nese Empire. They had performed for a hundred consecutive nights in
Hongkong and were brought to California in the course of a pioneering
jaunt “to the Atlantic States and Europe.” Before a house purportedly
crowded almost to suffocation, the Chinese “put many Occidental magi-
cians completely in the shade” in a long program, thus detailed in the local

NEeWspapers: PART FIRST

1. A grand Tableaux [sic] by the entire Troupe, in full costume, in which
will appear the celebrated DOUBLE-JOINTED CHINESE DWARF
“CHIN-GAN,” and his Sedan Chair.

The Magic Balls.

The Chinese “La Rieta.”

The Centrifugal Water Cup.

The Flying Knives.

[V I NV R )
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PART SECOND
The Boy Tumbler, with his original feat of a Head Somerset.
The Balance Plate and the Flexible Rod.
The Amputation.
Impaling with Knives.

B S I

PART THIRD
Various and entertaining feats of Magic, Necromancy, Juggling and
Legerdemain.l

The joint stock company currently in control at the American contrib-
uted a play called “Day After the Fair” as a curtain-raiser, and the show
ended with a display of Chinese fireworks.

After this highly successful appearance on October 8, the Chinese Jug-
glers offered a different program on the succeeding evening, the most
significant novelty of which was the tight-rope dancing by a six-year-old

. Chinese girl.

True to announcements, the Jugglers continued their tour after their
local appearances; they were reported in New Orleans in January 1853,
“creating considerable talk and excitement.””?

A few nights after the Jugglers’ venture, the American was the scene
of another “first performance in America.” This time the company was a
dramatic troupe, which brought to America a type of exotic drama rarely
witnessed by Occidentals before the auspicious night of their American
‘opening, October 18.

The Tong Hook Tong Company® was brought to this country by
three enterprising Chinese impresarios, Messrs. Likeoon, Norman Assing,
and Tong Chick. The troupe consisted of 123 performers, including an
orchestra. Importation of the players, full stage equipment and costumes,
brought the original investment to a sum approximating /2,000. It was
reported that the members of the playing troupe were sharcholders in
the venture, and that they were backed by a group of merchants in Canton.*

The advertised program for this important American opening was as
follows:

The Eight Genii Offering Their Congratulations to the High Ruler Yuk
Hwang, on his Birthday.

PART SECOND
Soo Tsin Made High Minister by the Six States.

PART THIRD
Parting of the Bridge of Par Kew, of Kwan Wanchung and Tsow Tsow.

PART FOURTH
The Defeated Revenge.5
Prices for the first nights ranged from $2.00 for cheapest gallery seats to
$6.00 for those in boxes, though the prices were cut in half after two eve-
nings had dulled the attraction of unaccustomed novelty. The program
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of the troupe was changed nightly throughout the week of their appear-
ance, American stock players and Chinese tumblers furnishing variety
to the later productions.

The actors who impersonated females in these performances proved
particularly interesting to San Francisco, where few ladies of the upper
classes were to be seen. The reporter for the Herald found these Chinese
“ladies” to be “altogether the best specimens we have yet been favored
with.” It was not yet current information that the actors were all men,
and that the charming Chinese females were represented through highly
perfected and specialized impersonations by trained youths.

After the appearances at the American, the Chinese company proceeded
to erect a theatre, the framework of which had been included in their
baggage. During San Francisco’s early days the houses which the Chinese
brought with them and erected in the city were “infinitely superior and
more substantial than those erected by the Yankees,”® and were prominent
among calico-draped tents and makeshift shacks of the gold-rushers. Most
of these structures were destroyed in the series of fires which swept the
new city in its first few years of existence.

The new theatre was described by an early visitor to California as “a
curious pagoda-looking edifice . . . painted, outside and in, in an extraor-
dinary manner.”” The auditorium proper boasted an inclined floor, with
seats for about a thousand people, some cushioned and provided with
backs. There were no box seats, such as California theatres usually sup-
plied. The auditorium proper was decorated by ornamental paintings and
twenty-two Chinese lanterns or transparencies. The stage was raised and
fronted by an orchestra pit large enough to hold forty musicians.

The stage décor of the new theatre received most of the attention of
Occidental previewers. It was devoid of “wings” or “flats,” but its walls
were elaborately ornamented with “figures of men, hills, domestic animals,
and all sorts of sea monsters” carved and painted in gilt and colors. Com-
pleting the setting were embroidered panels and shawls. This “singular
establishment” was pronounced “a peculiar novelty, and well worth
seeing.”8

To the astonishment of Californians, the new theatre was opened by a
morning performance on December 23, 1852. Heavy rains had transformed
Dupont Street (now Grant Avenue) into a morass, but planks and step-
ping stones gave access to the new “temple of the drama” which stood
at Dupont and Union Streets near that section, already showing a con-
centration of the Chinese colony, known locally as “Little China.”® Per-
formances were scheduled regularly thereafter for 11:00 A.M. and 7:00
P.M. every day, including Sundays, prices for admission being set at $1.00
and $2.00, depending on location and comfort of the seats.

At their portable theatre the Chinese troupe continued through the wet

)
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winter until March 24, when they closed their season and announced an
auction of the theatre building. On March 25 the exotic structure was
sold to David Jobson for the nominal sum of $1,150.1° Under the manage-
ment of George W. Beach, the company set sail on the Cortes, on April 1,
bound for Panama and finally New York, where Mr. Beach planned to
show them at the Crystal Palace Exhibition.!*

II

These first feeble roots flung down in American soil by the Chinese drama
were not to wither. The Chinese population was 1ncreasmg rapidly, desplte
an inhospitable resentment on the part of white immigrants, and the Chi-
nese drama appeared in gradually strengthening, though spasmodic, vigor.

Feeling against Chinese immigration ebbed and flowed through the
middle fifties; statutes were enacted and repealed and discussed freely in
an effort to curb the influx of the saffron claimants to wealth and oppor-
tunity which many whites felt should be restricted to their own tender
uses. Sentiment in the mines occasionally reached unpleasant heights, and
rivalry between sections and tongs of Chinese made amusing reading in
the newspapers.

In Trinity County a series of internecine battles edified the pioneers.
In 1854 the Canton Chinese challenged the Hongkong contingent to a
mass duel on an appointed date, and blacksmiths in the region co-operated
by manufacturing to Chinese specifications murderous battle-axes and
spears. In 1856 a similar encounter in Chinese Camp between the Sam-Yaps
and the Yan-Wos resulted in several deaths and many injuries.

The introduction of firearms by westernized Chinese miners brought
down upon them a certain amount of official indignation not aroused by
battle-scythes and hatchets, martial gongs and armored magnificence of
costume. Several comic-opera encounters took place without benefit of
sheriff’s posse, however, the white brethren often urging the combatants
forward with the same cruel zest displayed at early bull-and-bear fights.

In the cities the disorganized tongs, or unions, came to blows occasion-
ally, despite the pacific efforts of the five companies’ officials, who in
1856 enumerated their affiliates as follows:

Yeung-Wo . . . . . . . . . 14,000members
Sam-Yap o o M. I o 6,800 members
Yan-Wo . . . . . . . . . 1,780 members
Sze-Yap . . . . . . . . . . 0,200 members
Ning-Yang . . . . . . . . . 6,907 members?

Other affiliations between Chinese organizations led to street fighting in
San Francisco and charges of extortion of money by tong officials from
independent Chinese residents. The American courts attempted to inter-
fere on several occasions, but the solidarity of the Chinese in conflict with
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officialdom led to stalemate and continued demands that the courts investi-
gate Chinese Secret Orders.?

Meanwhile, Chinese drama burst into occasional flower. In September
1853, an itinerant Chinese puppet show was set up on a table in the San
Francisco Plaza, and a curious crowd of loafers and children watched the
little figures, “very intelligible and cleverly managed,” through a little
play in the course of which a dragon swallowed a beautiful maiden, to
the accompaniment of Chinese music.*

The former Chinese theatre building was devoted to less aesthetic pur-
poses, was indeed finally converted into a receiving station for Chinese
immigrants, who continued to arrive by hundreds despite the lack of
hospitality on the part of the Californian population. Several residents of
neighboring houses complained that the nude bathing ez 7zasse in the court-
yard of the former theatre worked a definite hardship on the respectable
neighborhood, “rendering it impossible for the female portion of the fami-
lies adjacent thereto to have ingress to or egress from their houses, or to
remain at their windows.”?

In Sacramento, in the winter of 1855, a puppet theatre was opened in
the rear of a gambling establishment on I Street, near Fifth. During the
New Year’s festivities Americans wandered into the small theatre, which
seated one hundred and was called the Canton Chinese Theatre, to watch
the antics of the performers, “busts stuck upon sticks, and clothed . . .
between three and four feet in length,” and to listen to the vigorous ac-
companiment of a Chinese orchestra behind a calico screen.® The unex-
pected popularity of the productions resulted in their continuance, the
puppets being supplanted in time by a Chinese theatrical troupe.

On May 8, 1855, one Leong Ahghue,” manager and interpreter, offered
a Chinese performance at the Sacramento Theatre, two historical plays
making up the bill. A large audience witnessed the single showing which,
in the words of a local reporter, “literally beggars description.” To this
novice the acrobatic, comic, magic, terpsichorean, and tragic aspects of
the acting were inexplicably combined in the strange drama. Again on
May 23 the troupe appeared at the Sacramento Theatre, assuring the pub-
lic by advertisement that “there shall be nothing of a vulgar nature in
the performance, so that all can witness with interest.”

In the late fall of 1855 the Shanghai Theatre was opened in a two-story
house in Dupont Street south of Washington, in San Francisco, under the
management of Messrs. Chan Akin and Lee A-Kroon. An American
reporter wandered into the theatre on December 12, on the occasion of a
benefit performance for the star, Mr. Leang Shang or Chang, of the
Grand Musical Opera of Kwantung (or Canton). The feature of the eve-
ning was a musical drama entitled “Hi-ye-kwing-toe; or, Hi-ye the
Usurper,” in which Mr. Leang was supported by a Mr. Kiov-yong who
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acted the part of his daughter. A somewhat sarcastic comment on Mr.
Leang’s performance was published in the Daily California Chronicle of
December 13, 1855:

This famous historical opera gave an excellent opportunity to the beneficiary to
display his numerous talents. His lofty stature, his broad shoulders, his manly stride,
his expressive countenance, painted up regardless of expense, his long whiskers, his
keen falsetto voice, and his violent gesticulation, presented a total of attractions, so
varied that every one was certain of finding something to his taste.

Other contemporary critics were frank in ridicule of the “celestial
drama.” The unlocalized setting of the Chinese stage drew frequent fire:

The stage is a carpeted platform a few feet high, at the back of which there is a
door on either side fronting the audience and leading into the green room. A few
chairs and tables, and a bench between the doors for the orchestra, complete the
furniture of a Chinese theatre. There are no “scenes” and no drop curtain.8

Chinese music of untempered scale, executed upon unfamiliar instru-
ments or by voices trained to a nasal falsetto, was peculiarly unpleasant to
Occidental ears. Said one reporter, describing the orchestral accompani-
ment of a Chinese drama,

Several ordinarily apparalled “Johns” . .. were twanging away on some instruments,
whence issued a series of discordant sounds, compared to which the mingled midnight
music of forty cats, and half a dozen hand-organs and hurdy-gurdies, would have been
delicious.?

Another writer at about the same period referred to “a horrible medley
of sounds from gongs, rattling bones, banjos, fiddles, drums and scream-
ing voices”® while the authors of the famous early work, The Annals of
San Francisco, published in 1855, commented at some length:

. . . there is an orchestra of five or six native musicians, who produce such extraor-
dinary sounds from their curiously shaped instruments as severely torture the white
man to listen to. Occasionally a songster adds his howl or shrick to the excruciating
harmony. The wailings of a thousand love-lorn cats, the screams, gobblings, brayings,
and barkings of as many peacocks, turkeys, donkeys, and dogs,—the ‘“car-piercing”
noises of hundreds of botching cork-cutters, knife-grinders, file-makers, and the like,—
would not make a more discordant and agonizing concert than these Chinese musical
performers . . . Heaven has ordered it, no doubt, for wise purposes, that the windy
chaos is pleasant to the auricular nerves of the natives. . . .11

It is perhaps not surprising that San Francisco reporters were often
ribald about this strange art so unexpectedly transferred to their alien land.
What was a reporter to think when he stepped from a ponderously elo-
quent and naturalistic “Richelieu,” or a sentimental “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”
with imitation blocks of ice, to the carefully elaborate restraint of a tale
of some Chinese emperor of centuries past, told by exquisite actors with
the aid of a few chairs and a clanging orchestra? Mostly they tried to be
amused, or devastating:

In dress, everything is hideous and distorted, in action overdone, and throughout
the whole establishment, in scenery, properties and fixtures, was that same show of
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rude and barbaric taste which marks the decorations about their temple in this city.
Truly there is but little, cither in John’s amusements or religion, worthy of admi-
ration. . . .12

For the Chinese, however, expatriated and unwelcomed in California,
the Chinese drama furnished a link to their homeland, a salve perhaps for
battered national pride. The long-drawn-out and often irreverent depic-
tions of apocryphal or real events in the history of China were patronized
quite consistently. It is said that during the Chinese New Year’s celebra-
tion of February 1856 the Chinese population flocked to the Shanghai
Theatre, where the audience enjoyed the time-honored prerogative of the
Oriental, eating and drinking tea brewed on portable apparatus while wit-
nessing the performance on the stage.'®

Outlying settlements, too, were occasionally fortunate. In the fall of
1856 correspondents reported a Chinese troupe of about thirty actors,
musicians, and attendants at San Andreas, where a canvas theatre was
erected for their use. Instead of gas light, available only in San Francisco,
the actors utilized large earthen vases of oil, suspended from iron brackets, -
to illuminate their stage.'*

By December the Chinese troupe in San Francisco had moved into the
Adelphi Theatre on Dupont Street, former home of French players. A
new wardrobe was imported from China, “made of a profusion of satin,
silk and painted cotton stuffs . . . covered with tinsel, outlandish ornaments
and barbaric display.” A full description of the performance was printed
in the Bulletin of December 6, 1856, attention being called to the prop-
erty men, who walked about the stage among the richly dressed actors,
to “hand a cup of tea to this one and a sword to that one as the directions
of the play require.” The drama on this occasion was entitled, “The Return
of Sit Ping Quai.”*¢

The troupe at the Adelphi, augmented to fifty players, in the spring
went on a tour in the interior of the state. During their three-weeks’ stay
in Sacramento members of the California legislature condescended to
attend performances, in dearth of other entertainment in the city.'?

In the spring of 1858 the Chinese troupe leased a building in San Fran-
cisco almost opposite to the Adelphi where they had appeared for many
months.’® Here they appeared nightly, their performances enhanced by
a new lot of profusely colorful costumes imported from China. Their
stage arrangements suffered a certain adjustment: instead of sitting at the
back of the stage, between the two stage doors, the orchestra was now
placed at the side of the stage; but the other conventions of the Chinese
theatre were maintained in the form in which they had first astonished
the city years before. San Franciscans were now well informed that female
roles were undertaken by men; that the songs were often in the “court”
language of China; and in the peculiar uses of the two doors in the back
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stage wall. It was even noted that two main divisions of Chinese plays
were evident to the constant observer: “military” plays which involve
swift action, vigorous dancing, and loud accompaniment, and moral or
“civil” plays which deal with the quieter aspects of existence and point
clear morals for the instruction of the beholder.t®

* * *

With the sixties, the Chinese theatre enjoyed a period of fairly firm
establishment and prosperity.

The city of San Francisco achieved in the sixties a glisten of wealth
and a glitter of elegance unknown to the more celebrated fifties. The
red-shirted ruffian with a pick in one hand, a sack of nuggets in the other,
had given way to the top-hatted dandy who postured in plush-and-gilt
drawing rooms and drove his carriage dashingly out to the Cliff House
on bright afternoons. The Civil War brought money to San Francisco’s
coffers and death to but few of her soldiers; the Comstock Lode and neigh-
boring stores of silver poured a continuous stream of precious metal from
the new mining frontier in Virginia City.

Anti-Chinese feeling was not so prevalent during this gay, expansive
decade. The new land was too busy to concentrate its venom on the dili-
gent little men from China who helped do its work and were building a
strange little city within the great metropolis into which San Francisco
was fast developing. “Little China” was growing into that “Chinatown”
which has for years fascinated visitors to California. Not the smallest of
its attractions was, and is today, the Chinese theatre.

Encouraged by the success of their predecessors, new troupes of Chinese
actors were coming to America. In the early weeks of 1860 such a com-
pany leased the Union Theatre, deserted now by Caucasian players. For
some nights, opening on March 1, these Chinese actors offered their wares—
short scenes from traditional plays, for the most part. The stock theatre
equipment of wings, drops, and painted curtains was ignored in favor of
the two traditional exit and entrance doors; sparse furnishing of four chairs
and two tables was augmented only by introduced screens and a pair of
curtains. An orchestra of seven performers accompanied the production,
which ranged from simple comedy to magnificent military pantomime-
dance, in the usual idiom. One reporter was struck by a tragic scene he
witnessed, in which the face of an old man was “piously” covered with a
handkerchief in token of death; the gentleman thereafter walking calmly
from the stage.?°

The troupe which performed at the Union Theatre in March seems to
have been more or less second-rate, as Chinese companies go. The audience
was almost exclusively Chinese, women segregated in the dress circle while
the somberly-clad males made themselves at home in the once-fashionable
parquette. There was, of course, no applause but that of spontancous
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chuckles in lighter moments. While the players dramatized, gestured, and
sang their falsetto notes, the audience discharged clouds of smoke from
cheap cigars, nibbled at melon seeds and candies, engaged in unrestrained
conversation, and a few unselfconscious souls removed their shoes for
greater comfort. The flaring gas footlights served admirably for lighting
cheroots, as well as for illumination of the shabbily gaudy embroideries and
feathers in which the actors were bedecked.2!

Two months later a more imposing theatrical group arrived in San
Francisco, forty-eight-days out of Hongkong on the Flying Mist. Five
stars of the Chinese theatre were welcomed by their countrymen: they
were called Ah Wing, Ah Kung, Ah Chun, Ah Ping, and Ah Wye. Tom
Maguire, shrewd, big-hearted Irish proprietor of Maguire’s Opera House,
engaged the Chinese stars to appear at his theatre for three nights, opening
on May 15. Supporting the new leading actors were some twenty-four
of the already established Chinese troupe. The advertisements and news-
paper publicity made much of the fictitious fame of the company, and
claimed grandly that it had appeared repeatedly before the Emperor of
China, was indeed en route to perform before Emperor Louis Napoleon
in Paris.22

It was particularly stated by the Opera House management, in the pre-
liminary notices, that all objectionable features, “occasionally introduced
into the performances of the old company of 1852,” would absolutely be
deleted from the new productions. It would be interesting to have some
record of the conversations between the Chinese players and the Opera
House impresario, presided over by an earnest interpreter named Carvalho.
What a meeting of the East and the West! How the Orientals must have
been puzzled by directions to omit such important scenes as, perhaps, the
birth of a child—neatly handled by sudden production of a doll after sym-
bolical preliminaries. How horrified they would have been to engage in
the current and, doubtless to their minds, indecent custom of CGccidental
actors, who kissed unashamedly before all the world—a procedure care-
fully masked in Chinese performances by very chaste and highly symbol-
ical pantomime in no way involving Chinese lips!

The plots of the plays offered at the Opera House were carefully trans-
lated in the hand-bill programs. Dramas included were: “The Rebellion of
Loo Fei, or the Chinese Joan of Arc”; “Chow Choo, or the Vice Roy of
Keang”; “Love and Revenge, or the Heroine of Cheang.”

On the opening night the theatre was crammed with eager San Fran-
ciscans who occupied all available standing room; indeed, at least a hun-
dred were turned away. The audience, “truly fashionable and intellectual,”
had come to have a Roman holiday at the expense of the Chinese players.
“The house was in a roar of laughter from first to last,” and not least amus-
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ing was the appearance, at the close of the evening, of the Chinese stage
manager, who reportedly addressed the assemblage as follows:

“How de do! how de do! Melican man no understand China play; me
play part now, part to-mollow night, part next night. Play now done.”

One condescending reporter commented on the newly adopted habit
of the Chinese actors of acknowledging interpolated applause of the Amer-
ican audience by a profound circus-arena bow. He summed up the pro-
duction by the remark that, “old or new actors—humbug or no—the per-
formance altogether is very curious to American eyes and ears.”??

In August of this same year, another influx of Chinese star performers
was noted; arriving forty-six days from Hongkong in the ship Moonlight,
five men joined the “Chinese Theatrical Performers of the State of Cali-
fornia”: King Ho, Wing Souey, Ah Lum, Ah Foey, and Ah Chow. Open-
ing August 1o at the Lyceum Theatre, for five nights the ex-Union
Theatre company offered successive episodes of “Sam Kwok, or the Hun-
dred Years’ War,” starring Mr. Wong Fong as the female lead. Ah Chow
was celebrated as one of the best vaulters in China, and was featured in
gymnastic exhibition.?* ;

These widely advertised Chinese appearances seem to have exhausted,
at least temporarily, the revived interest of San Franciscans in the Oriental
drama. Governor Stanford, who graced the state office during the first
years of the sixties, was a staunch opponent of Chinese immigration and
labor, though he was to become one of the leading supporters of the trans-
continental railroad, constructed largely by Chinese workers in the West.
Under his regime there was an occasional brief resurgence of antagonism
to the Chinese; but times were unsettled, and with the war in the east
attention was focussed primarily on the larger problem of national survival.

The sixties brought, too, a new development in Chinese relations with
their white hosts. Tourists began to evince a curiosity about the scenes
and lives of Chinatown. An occasional visitor found his way into the
theatres of the Chinese quarter, paving the way for the later avidity of
railway tourists.

William Henry Brewer, member of a geological survey expedition to
California, in 1862 wrote home to describe the mysteries of the Chinese
New Year’s celebration.?> A year later he ventured to visit a Chinese the-
atre,?® which he described very sketchily, finding the performance so sin-
gular as to defeat his attempts to detail it, the music “awful,” the theatre
permeated with what he judged to be the “odor of burning opium,” and
the acting “most comical.” When Artemus Ward visited San Francisco to
lecture in 1863, he, too, visited the Chinese theatre, with more amazement
than pleasure. They were perhaps the first of the long line of distinguished
sightseers who honored the Chinese drama, at least by their attendance,
in the years that followed. To the list of celebrated visitors may be added
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the names of Edwin Booth, Sarah Bernhardt, Pierre Loti, Robert Louis
Stevenson, and, of course, Mark Twain and Bret Harte.

In the early sixties, however, Chinese theatres were still in a state of
transcience. The Chinese were scattered over the state, and the potential
audiences for San Francisco performers were limited. There were esti-
mated to be fifty thousand Chinese in California in 1862, of whom only
3,600 lived in San Francisco.?” The rest were engaged in mining (30,000,
it was claimed, followed this trade), in farming, and other occupations
often neither remunerative nor urban in character. The annual New Year’s
celebration was often marked by gatherings of Chinese in the cities, and
at these times theatres sprang up to add to the gaiety of the extended sea-
son. The Chinese, reckoning their calendar according to their own lunar
system,” produced amazing supplies of firecrackers for several noisy fes-
tival days, which sometimes fell in January, again in February, and even,
at times, in March of the solar year. Always there were actors eager to
amuse and impoverish their fellows during these holidays.

During the middle sixties there were two Chinese theatres in more or
less permanent operation in San Francisco: one located on Dupont Street,
the other a few blocks away on Jackson.?® Occasionally a Chinese com-
pany still found its way briefly into an Occidental playhouse. Thus, in
March 1865, a group of actors, ]ugglers and acrobats was billed at the
“New Idea” Theatre—the old Union in new disguise—where they appeared
for a week or two.?° In June of 1865, a theatre was fitted up on the first
floor of the Globe Hotel at Dupont and Jackson Streets.?!

The fall of 1867 marked the beginning of a first period of recognized
prosperity for the Chinese drama. After a newly imported troupe took
over the old Union Theatre,?? some interested reporter dug up, along with
information about the major San Franciscan houses, some figures on re-
ceipts of “the Chinese Theatre.” According to his tantalizingly vague
report, the Chinese drama grossed $5,365 in September, $9,102 in October,
" $6,199 in November, and $4,026 in December.?* We may interpret this
at will, bearing in mind that there were at this time players at the Globe
‘Hotel, and two other theatres listed in the city directory, in addition to
the new Union Theatre company, to which the statistics probably apply.

More definite was the announcement, in November, that a new theatre
was to be built for the successful Union Theatre players. One John Apel,
owner of a lot on the north side of Jackson Street, between Dupont and
Kearny, had been persuaded by Chinese financiers to erect a two-story
brick building at a cost of $40,000 for the specific use of the Union Theatre
company.3*
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The new Jackson Street theatre was dedicated in January 1868, with cere-
monies peculiarly Chinese in character. Incense was burned, smoke was
blown against each of the four walls in turn, a cock was beheaded, and
many firecrackers exploded to expel the unfavorable spirits who might be
tempted to establish themselves within.! The theatre, to be known to
Americans as the Royal Chinese, was christened “Hing Chuen Yuen” or
“Prosperous Complete Origin,” and was claimed to be the first theatre
built in America by Chinese capital and especially for a Chinese company—
a convenient lapse of memory, no doubt, in view of the 1852 experiment.

The building was located in the rear of the lot, evidencing lack of the
pretension of American showhouses also in its simple structure, “like a
country church.”? The interior boasted a dress circle and galleries, and
was lighted by gas.®> An alcove was constructed at the back of the tradi-
tional Chinese platform-stage, for use of the orchestra. There was no act
curtain, and the traditional twin stage doors were in evidence. The seat-
ing capacity was about eleven hundred.*

On the night of January 27, 1868, the opening of the new Chinese the-
atre was celebrated by a splendid banquet at the Hang Heong Low (res-
taurant). Invitations were issued by the trustees of the organization to
“attachés of each of the different papers of San Francisco, the entire
bench, prominent members of the bar, the army, navy, Legislature, Board
of Supervisors, foreign consuls, merchants and others.” Only the “Divin-
ity” was conspicuous by absence.®

“No pains or expense were spared by the Trustees to make the dinner a
perfect success.” The generous hosts, the Messrs. Lee Kan, Yee Teen,
Ah Young, Lee Took, Yee Chi, and Thong, supplied a Chinese interpreter
and apologist at each table; and from 4:30 on the appointed afternoon,
through four hours and thirty-two courses of Chinese delicacies totaling
possibly 140 dishes in all, the assemblage gorged, and the English offered
gracious toasts and speeches, and the master of ceremonies and interpreter,
Charles Carvalho, returned thanks in the Celestial fashion for the enthusi-
astic patronage of the white dignitaries. Knives and forks lay side by side
with ivory chopsticks; champagne companioned Chinese liquors.

At nine o’clock that bright evening, the guests, over a hundred in num-
ber, repaired to the already crowded theatre to witness a historic drama.
Announcement was made that a special agent was being dispatched to
China to secure additional actors of first quality and renown.

The opening of the new theatre was not entirely happy in effect, how-
ever. A number of actors from the Globe Theatre established a sort of
picket line which was dispersed by the police.® It secemed that the new
theatre had engaged certain players from the rival house, to the disgruntled

dismay of their fellows.® Another disturbing element, headed by ;eml)ers
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of the Tong Wing Company of Washermen, objected to the reservation
of one section of the dress circle for exclusive use of women. They claimed
that the manager of the new house was evidencing too much sympathy
for and interest in Chinese prostitutes, and attempted to invade the reserved
section by storm. The San Francisco police again interfered.’® In June
there was another battle, one Ah Him assaulting Ah Pek with an iron bar,
but the forces of law restored order.1?

It is not to be inferred that the establishment of the Hing Chuen Yuen
discouraged rivalry in the field of Chinese drama in America. In March
1868, a theatrical troupe arrived by the China, announcing that they would
take over the old Union Theatre until arrangements could be made for
a new playhouse to be located in Jackson Street above Dupont; that is,
between Dupont and Stockton.!? A troupe of sixty-four actors toured
the state that fall,*® while the Yun Sing Ping Company of eighty players for
a time took over the Union Theatre, rechristened the “New Idea.”* A
year later, during the convention of the Grand Lodge of Odd Fellows in
San Francisco and coincidental with the visit of the Cincinnati Red Stock-
ing baseball team, the Lung Quong Toy Dramatic Company, then recently
of the “New Idea,” moved to the Metropolitan Theatre for two evening
performances and a matinee.’> Some ninety-eight players offered a special
program under the direction of Mr. Yee Teen (possibly the same gentle-
man who was trustee of the Hing Chuen Yuen at its opening). A great
many strangers attended and found the entertainment amusing and “really
meritorious in those exhibitions that are understood.”1®

No serious opposition destroyed the firm leadership of the Hing Chuen
Yuen theatre, however. The Jackson Street playhouse, familiarly known
for years as the “Royal Chinese Theatre,” was to become the focus of
tourist attention. In October of its first season the great concert singer,
Madame Parepa-Rosa, adorned one of its private boxes where, said an
impertinent reporter, she was doubtless as well entertained and understood
the performance as thoroughly as did her own auditors when she sang an
operatic aria in Italian.’” In June 1869, a fine company of ninety Chinese
performers drew American patronage in a new access of popularity, the
great local eccentric “Emperor Norton” being honored with a special invi-
tation to attend one of the colorful performances.® Following comple-
tion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, many distinguished and curi-
ous visitors of royal, artistic, or tourist origin condescended to view the
“celestial drama” at the favorite retreat in Jackson Street, which was cele-
brated in many an anecdote and memoir.

The opening of the Hing Chuen Yuen marked the first permanent estab-
lishment of the Chinese theatre in the United States. Here first the Chinese
drama began to develop sturdy roots in American soil.
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Early Days on the Mountain Division

Further Railroad Reminiscences of

CLARENCE M. WOoO0STER

twenty-one. Jerome A. Fillmore had been raised to general manager

[of the Central Pacific Railroad], Robert H. Pratt was our new divi-
sion superintendent, a quiet, slow moving man of sixty, deeply concerned
with the responsibilities of his job, sometimes doubtful of decision, and
lacking the quickness of conclusion and action that characterized Fillmore.
Rolling stock was constantly growing in size and weight and power. Num-
bers were substituted for names for engines. Engine 206 was permanently
assigned to the Summit plow and the fire train. She was twice the weight
and the capacity of the “Bald Eagle.” The first storm brought three feet
of snow, dry, pithy, slippery stuff, incident to the altitude of 7,300 feet.
This kept the plow active two days on its beat between Truckee and Emi-
grant Gap. After several bright days another storm brought four feet of
snow, necessitating three ten-wheel engines on the plow. The snow being
dry settled rapidly, and after a day’s thaw and a night’s freeze it would be
about the consistency of ice. Among my duties was that of accompanying
the plow, as well as the fire train, with the telegraph kit, prepared to open
communication with the superintendent’s office at any point where an
accident should occur. And I also had a sort of yardmastership supervision,
advisory but not dictatorial. Engineer Fitzgerald bossed the job as long
as his direction met with no serious objection by the other engineers, in
which event questions would be decided by the majority, and in the event
of a tie the decision would be up to me. When four or more engines were
attached to the plow, a conductor usually was put in charge. There was no
time to debate questions. A short, sharp blast of the whistle of one engine
meant a quick stop, whether the others liked it or not. They were all
broad-gauged, practical men, accustomed to acting in emergencies with
quickness of decision.

An uneventful winter passed during which the heaviest storm left but
six feet of new snow. To be out several days and nights during the con-
tinuation of a storm was a condition to which we became accustomed.

Spring came. The pilots were replaced on the engines which were
returned to duty on the line. Then came the most disagreeable feature
of life in the snowsheds. The ten feet of compactly frozen snow lodged
on the flat roof of a shed would begin to thaw with the increasing warmth
of the approaching summer’s sun. For two months it would rain huge
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drops of water inside the sheds throughout the day and freeze into great
icicles during the night. In the mornings the roofs of the sheds presented
the appearance of a stalactite cave. Air brakes were not in use; trains
were handled by man power. Brakemen out on top of a train would
constantly run from one car to another to tighten or release brakes,
according to the increase or abatement of resistance created by the degree
and frequency of the curves of the track. The cars were overlaid with
ice, constantly swinging from one side to the other. The clearance re-
quired the brakeman to move in a bent-over position, and all the while
he had to dodge icicles as big as a man. Several of those brave boys were
sent to eternity by those icy stalactites. After the dripping of the sheds
had ceased, the summer months were a delight, a prolonged picnic, ex-
cepting for the restrictions occasioned by the limited reach of the sound
of the fire gong.

Winter came again and passed without happenings of extraordinary
moment. All were accustomed to expect hard jolts during the stormy
seasons; exciting and more or less dangerous positions became routine.
I have never known of a more hardy, willing and capable group of men
than that which composed the engineers, brakemen, and conductors of
the mountain division in those pioneer days of railroading. The agents
and operators were selected by the same yardstick. Weaklings would not
stay long enough to grasp the inspiration found in putting over diffi-
cult tasks.

Lou Banvard, the night operator, jokingly, now and then would
startle us all by striking a certain chord on his guitar which would ring
the great gong. Throughout the winter months very little snow came to
meet our readiness, hence the plow crew indulged in a long period of
idleness, spending most of their time around a big stove, coloring meer-
schaum pipes. Ten inches of snow covered the ground in spots.

On March 30, at 8:00 P.M., the barometer suddenly dropped from
the normal 23 to 22.90 and continued dropping till it reached 22.75 (22.90
indicated storm); it stood between 22.70 and 22.75 for thirty days. This
fact was reported to the superintendent, together with our statement that
the sky was as clear as a bell and windless. Then we heard a wire pass
from Washington to General Manager Alban N. Towne, at San Francisco,
to prepare for a big storm in the Sierra Nevada. We rushed out again.
The stars seemed unusually bright. Sam Jacobs, the snowshoe lineman,
from Canada, remarked that the sky was excruciatingly clear and looked
dangerous. We laughed. Orders came to cut out an engine from cach
passing freight train, for plow service. At eleven the stars were per-
ceptibly, uncomfortably, clear, and the air seemed compressed. Engineer
Kelley, however, kicked and stormed about being cut out of a westbound
train for snowplow duty on a “‘summer’s night,” when there was no snow
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on the track. A strange feeling crept over all of us. A volcano was about
to break out; something very uncommon was sure to happen. At midnight
a gust of wind struck the house with extraordinary force, shaking it so
forcibly that we believed it to be an earthquake. Snow began to fly from
a clear sky. But not for long was the sky clear. The sun did not appear
again for thirty days. Wind and fine, dry snow battered and whipped
about with extreme ferociousness, without cessation or abatement, every
hour for thirty-one days. The snow drifted through the cracks and
formed huge mounds on the track.

The plow started at 2:30 A.M. on March 31, piloting a freight train
to Truckee. It then commandeered one of the train’s engines and piloted
a westbound freight to Emigrant Gap. This sort of thing kept up for a
week, until we had eleven engines closely coupled to the plow. The
snow fell at about an inch an hour. To turn the engines and the plow re-
quired three hours at Truckee and about four hours at Emigrant Gap.
All the rest of the time the plow was traveling and had the right of track,
leading passenger and freight trains from Truckee up to Summit and
down to Emigrant Gap, then up to Summit and down to Truckee,
throughout every day and every night for twenty-four days. The sheds
became entirely submerged by snow, which turned into ice under the
heat of steam exhaust from the engines. We traveled in a continuous
tunnel, engulfed in pitchpine smoke of such density that a lantern in
hand in the day time could scarcely be seen. Around horseshoe curves
at Strong’s Canyon and down Donner Creek into the Truckee yards
there were no sheds. The snow was fine and dry, and drifted into the
deep furrow of the plow, at times taxing the force of eleven engines to
throw it over the great snow banks which the plow had piled up on
either side. There was the place and this was the kind of storm that
caused many of the Donner party to perish. Conductor Buckley was in
charge of the plow, a thoroughly fitting and capable man for the job.

On the twenty-fourth day of the storm, Gale’s Blue Cafion plow, which
had successfully kept the track open between Emigrant Gap and Dutch
Flat, met with a serious mishap. The weight of snow had caused the
shed leading to the turn table from Gale’s side to careen to the extent
that his plow became wedged in an inextricable position. That blocked
traffic west of Emigrant Gap. Now and for ten days the Summit plow
was the only moving thing on the top of that mountain division. It kept
on its lonely course, running east or west between Truckee and Emigrant
Gap continuously except for the time consumed in turning, which was
the only opportunity for cat naps the crew could find. This sturdy crew
of twenty-five men maintained that gait uninterruptedly for thirty days,
without casualty to man or machine and without occupying a bed. If
one changed his shirt he was a “dude.” There was no time nor disposi-
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tion to shave. All had become accustomed to the grind and mentally
were in a semi-dazed condition.

The principal service now in the sheds was the knocking down of
huge icicles. On the thirtieth day of April, while rounding Strong’s
Canon in the open, the first spcck of blue sky was seen. A month’s
steady fall of snow had abated. At Summit the barometer was fast rising,
and when we reached Emigrant Gap the sun blinded our eyes, forcing
us to use goggles. A snowshoe messenger from Blue Cafion brought
orders to clear the track to Dutch Flat regardless of all trains, and re-
ported that we would find about six feet of wet snow. Wet snow clears
the plow as sandy loam does the shares of a land plow. This May day
was a delight. Snow was thrown forty feet on either side of the track.
When the Summit plow reached Blue Cafion, the whole population was
at the station to meet it, 1nclud1ng my sister who was the schoolteacher
there. The new inspiration suggested a libation. The crew climbed
down and presented themselves in front of the long mirror in back of
the bar. On the way, children were heard to remark, “Why Mamma,
they are niggers.” And we were all surprised to have that remark verified
by the glass. A tougher looking aggregation of men never stood before
that or any other glass, yet the glass stood the strain without a quiver.
We had learned to recognize each other by the voice instead of by the
eye in the smoky sheds.

On we went again, the snow scouring beautifully. We tossed a man
on skis thirty feet from the track, backed, and found he was not injured.
Passing the American River Cafon, the plow started a continuous ava-
lanche which carried snow, rocks, and trees a mile down to the river.
It was a magnificent spectacle, as if the whole earth were sliding away
from us, and all heads were poked out on that side when the plow ran
into a drift in Rock Cut and stalled. Backing out, we applied sand and
struck the drift with the full force of the train of engines. This tossed
the snow in big chunks high in the air, which bounced along for a short
distance among the smokestacks and cabs of the engines to their obscurity.
Signals were given by the man on the bow of the plow, by a cord con-
nected with the whistle of the head engine. All heads were out to see
how he came through the blast; but before long two short blasts from
him indicated “Go.” We rounded down and around the wide curve
leading into Towle’s station, with a grand vista of the Dutch Flat country
in the distance, going to beat the band. Marion Lovey, who was the joker
of the crew, used his whistle as drumsticks, “Too oot toot toot, too oot
toot toot, to0-00t-toot-to-to-toot-toot-toot-toot-toot.” Chandler on the
rear engine repeated, then Bony Lightner, and Mooney, and Kelley, and
so on until every engine, even the one driven by sedate little Fitzgerald,
had rung out the same “taps,” each with a different toned whistle. I do
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not remember a more thrilling moment than that out under that clear
sky, the plow throwing in front of it an inverted waterfall of snow in
its purity and spreading a cloud of black smoke along the trail. Passing
Towle’s, the ejected snow broke through the doors and windows and
filled the store. At Alta the passenger dining room was equipped with
glass French doors. The plow filled the big dining room with snow de-
spite the doors, which were not any more. The plow stopped at Dutch
Flat, backed to Alta where there was a turn table, and there the crew
was called upon to perform the hardest manual labor of the month, un-
coupling and turning the engines and the plow, and recoupling the train.
Then the plow piloted a long delayed passenger train to Truckee. Block-
aded trains all along the line resumed motion and the plow crew were
given thirty days’ rest on full pay. At once they began to “sling the
dog”—to bathe, shave, trim their hair, put on “biled” shirts and strut
about. I measured thirty-one feet of snow at Summit Valley.
* * *

Back on the Summit job [in 1881?], the official special came along,
conveying A. N. Towne, J. A. Fillmore, Scott R. Chappel, E. F. Gerald
and Robert H. Pratt on a tour of inspection. Pratt, the division superin-
tendent, spoke in a complimentary manner of my services, for which I
thanked him and then asked the gentlemen to consider my application
for a station in the valley, stating that I had been in the sheds longer
than any predecessor. The answer was much like that of the dispenser
of a political job. At Blue Cafion, Gerald suggested that I had earned a
promotion. Fillmore answered that by saying, “Wooster is the right man
in the right place. He is familiar with every curve and the location of
every alarm box and is always on the job.” Agent Henry grounded the
wire west and repeated that statement to me. And thus my hopes were
doomed disappointment.

The car of the Marquis of Landsdown was sidetracked at Summit.
“My Lady” with several attendants, and George, the valet, became our
guests. The Marquis was the commonest individual of the lot. He did
not like the whisky that Cardwell dispensed at the bar, so George ordered
a ten-gallon keg expressed from Booth & Co., Sacramento, and asked
Cardwell to place the keg behind the bar and serve the Marquis’ orders
from that source, making the usual charge therefor. Hence the Marquis
came into popularity instantly. Some phase of rheumatics troubled the
Marquis, so he hobbled about assisted by ever present George. Outside
the sheds he observed a flock of quail which were never molested by the
inhabitants, but were joyfully fed by guests of the hotel. “By-zounds,
George! Pheasants! Run and get the fowling piece.” The Marquis
ordered George to get the birds into the air, which he accomplished with
some difficulty for the mountain quail lie low under cover like the grouse.
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The Marquis skillfully bagged four, almost forgetting his rheumatic leg;
sent the birds to “Me-lady,” who told George to “take the dirty things
away.” The Marquis turned to me saying, “Wooster and me will enjoy
the game for dinner”. This we did with great relish, for there is no finer
bird than the California mountain quail. That evening thirty shed carpen-
ters were seated around the big stove in the lobby of the hotel, at one
side of which stood the long bar. The Marquis would tell a story, at the
ending of which all present would applaud and George would serve a
round of ten-dollar liquor. The Englishman was telling of a fox chase
in England, of the start, and the pack, and their course over hurdles which
suddenly turned in a dangerous direction and led to a swamp obscured
by a hedge, when he was interrupted by the opening of the door and en-
trance of the Truckee constable. “Is Mr. Lansdowne present?” he
asked. The Marquis acknowledged his name, and the constable stated
that he had a warrant for his arrest for killing four quail out of season
and for which the fine was fifty dollars for each bird. The Marquis
calmed the rising multitude with a wave of his hand and said, “A most
delicious bird. I was unaware of violating the law. George, hand the
gentleman forty pounds. And as I was saying, the fox and the dogs
hopped over the hedge and into the swamp, and holler all we could, we
were unable to prevent two gentlemen and a lady of our chase from
landing in a bog of reeds and water four feet deep; but the dogs had the
fox fast.” The carpenters took time to applaud, then rushed after the con-
stable, only to find that he had jumped on a hand car and was on his way
to Truckee. The Marquis manifestly was more perturbed at the inter-
ruption of his story than at the sum paid the constable.

Summit was honored by many other prominent folk, from time to
time. Thomas Magee, the San Francisco realty leader, would come in
the winter season, accompanied by one or both of his sons, Thomas and
William A., to enjoy frolics in the snow and go on long ski journeys on
which Thomas Senior would joyfully, untiringly, lead them. And thus
was an acquaintance initiated with noble men which has most pleasantly
continued throughout the days following down the years of life.

George Davidson, of the United States Geodetic Survey, was a rather
frequent summer visitor, and I would wake up the night operator to re-
lieve me while I walked out over the granite with the Professor. John
Muir would graciously walk in and gently tap the great brass gong to
announce his arrival. This dear old scout would feed at our bachelor
table, then urge his right to take his turn at washing the dishes, to which
we objected. Professor [Edwin] Hergesheimer, of Washington, D. C.,
also spent a month with us, with his three jacks and two Mexican attendants,
taking observations from Castle Peak and flashing conversations with
friends on Mount Wilson and other lofty places.




Fur Brigade to the Bonaventura

Jobn Work’s California Expedition of 1832-33
for the Hudson’s Bay Company

Edited by Avice Bay MALONEY

(Concluded)

aturday 29 Fine weather. Did not raise camp. As we are here
S nearly surrounded by water, we are like to be devoured by Musqua-
toes.—Our horses have excellent feeding here, on the overflowed
ground there is very fine clover. Three of the canoes arrived in the morn-
ing with 25 beaver and an otter, which is very well for the length of time
they were able to attend to their traps, they were retarded two days that
they could not stir with wind. The hunters killed 2 elk and 3 Antelopes.—
In the evening the two Indians whom I sent after the women 3 days ago
returned, with the two horses, which they found at our encampment of
the 25th. The women on finding themselves pursued abandoned their
horses and hid themselves in the woods and could not be found the
Indians went on a considerable distance farther to our encampment of
the roth, but could not find them.

Sunday 30 Very warm sultry weather.—Scarcely a breath of wind,
and we are like to be suffocated with heat and devoured in the morning
and evening & during the night with Musquitoes.—The hunters killed 3
elk and one Antelope.—

July 1833 Mondy. 1 Weather as yesterday. The three canoes
which arrived on Saturday went off, they are allowed to remain 8 days
on their cruise and again return, to this place. The other five canoes are
supposed to be still ahead, and that they have gone to another station,
altho it was here they were directed to come.—1 Elk & 2 Antelopes killed.

Tuesday 2 Still insufferably hot weather.—The Musquitoes as bad
as ever, they caused all hands to pass another sleepless night.—The hunters
killed only 1 Antelope & 1 deer. About sunsetting yesterday evening the
Indians stole five horses 2 J. S. Laroque, 2 J. Rocquebrin, and 1 One
of the women, the thieves had concealed themselves among the long grass
and watched till the horse keeper turned his back a little and made off with
the horses. Some of the men saw them passing through the oaks with them
but mistook them for elk or they might have been pursued and come up
with, the horses were not missed until this morning.—This is the most
daring theft that has been committed upon us yet in this quarter. We
will be obliged to destroy a village or two of these scoundrels or there
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will be no resisting[?] among them. So many of the men being absent
in the canoes prevents me from going after & punishing them imme-
diately besides we are very scarce of ammunition. Three Indians visited
the camp early in the morning but went off immediately on being en-
quired at about the theft, they were no doubt thieves who had been
sculking about in the night but could not find a chance to steal.—

Wednesday 3 The weather still oppressively hot, and the Mus-
quitoes as bad as ever, little sleep can be obtained for them in the night.—
The hunters killed 5 Antelopes.—The people are rather short of food and
no more can be got, the hunters are not able to kill the elk. there are
a good many along the marshy borders of the lake but they seldom ven-
ture out on the hard ground & when any of them happen to be fired at
they fly immediately in among the water & bulrushes where they cannot
be pursued.—Some of the people of the five canoes which have been so
long absent arrived, the hunts of the five only amounts to 36 beaver and
12 otters, which is very little for 12-14 days that they have been off.
It appears that in hopes of making more of it they marched too much &
spent their time to no purpose.—There are plenty of beaver in the bay
but they are shy and difficult to take, besides the hunters complain that
the water is too high and that they cannot find ground to set their traps,
the rising and falling of the tide is also against them.—

Thursday 4 Hazy and excessively hot weather. No quietness
with the Musquitoes. The people of the five canoes went off, to make a
cruise of 9 days when they are ordered to meet the camp at a station
ahead of us. The hunters killed only two deer. The waters have fallen
greatly since we have been here.—

Friday s A little breeze of wind during the day which rendered
the heat less oppressive than these days past. The Musquitoes are also not
so troublesome. The hunters killed 1 elk, 1 deer & 2 antelopes. The large
plain to the Southward of us is all on fire.

Saturday 6 A fine breeze of wind which rendered the weather
cool and pleasant, and kept down the Musquitoes. Two of the three
canoes which went off on Monday last returned, this has been an unsuc-
cessful trip, they have brought only 8 beaver and 2 Otters, they com-
plain that the water is too low.—yet they say that they cannot find ground
to set the traps, but say as the others that there are plenty of beaver.—
The hunters killed only 1 Antelope.

Sunday 7 Blowing fresh, cool pleasant weather.—The two canoes
which arrived yesterday went off  they are directed to make a trip of six
days and meet me rendezvous ahead at the same time with the other canoes.
~The hunters killed 1 elk & 1 Antelope. Larocque’s canoe which remained
behind arrived, they caught only 4 beaver. Like the others they say
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there are plenty of beaver but that they are shy and will not take the traps.
A W.W. [Walla Walla] Indian who is with Guilbeau, was out hunting
and met six Indians with four[?] of our horses which was stolen some
time ago, he tho’ alone attempted to take the horses from them when a
scuffle ensued, in which he had his clothes torn to tatters, lost his gun
and cap. The Ind. were not so bad as might be expected for they returned
him his gun and cap and did not take his horse from him.

Monday 8 Weather as yesterday. It is lucky that the wind blows
a little or we would not be able to resist the heat.—The hunters out and
killed 1 elk and 2 deer.—Pierre and J. S. Larocque went oft to seek their
wives.—

Tuesday 9 Fine weather.—Raised camp & proceeded 18 Miles
S.S.E. along the bay at a short distance from it and encamped on a small
creek or bay near Mr. McLeod’s encampment.’®>—Six Indians on horse-
back met us by the way and accompanied us to the encampment. One of
them speaks Spanish, and made us understand that he was a Christian, and
that he had been sent by the chief of his camp to see us.—He denied that
any of his people had any hand in stealing our horses and said that it was
bad Indians under another chief at the river behind us.—It is most likely
that they are all of a piece.—

Wednesday 10 Fine weather, a little breeze of wind in the middle
of the day.—We are dreadfully annoyed by mosquatoes in the morning’s
and evenings and during the night.—The hunters killed 1 elk and 2 Ante-
lopes.—The animals here as at our last station keep among the bulrushes
along the edge of the bay where it is very difficult to get at them.—Six
Indians came to the camp & were very well received, while they were here
some others continued to approach the one end of the band of horses
unperceived by the keeper who was at the other end and had his boy up
on a tree on the look out, and took off 5 along the edge of the bay through
bulrushes & water where we had no idea that horses could pass.—1 of the
horses belonged to J. Rocquebin, 1 to J. S. Larocque, 1 to T. Smith, 1 Bt.
Dubruille, & 1 P. Lagasse. Some of the young men pursued them but they
had gained a point of woods & could not be come up with, but they fell
in with some more Indians, part of the thieves that had succeeded in their
aim and some other Indians they were very daring and one of our
Indians shot one of them through the head, They fled into a thicket &
threw away their blankets and other things.—Notwithstanding our wish
to pass through the country peacably, we will be obliged to go to war
with these daring scoundrels.— .

Thursday 11 Very warm sultry weather.—The hunters killed 6
elk.—In the evening two of the canoes, Boisvert, and Toupin, arrived with
15 beaver & 13 Otters for their cruise of g days.—Longtain arrived yester-
day evening with 4 beaver and 6 otters.
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Friday 12 Fine weather.—Two other of the Canoes arrived with
18 beaver & 9 Otters.—They give the same account of the bay as before
That there are a good many beaver but that they are shy and difficult to
take.—Only two elk were killed.—

Saturday 13 Weather as yesterday.—The canoes all started in the
morning on a trip of 12 days. It was our purpose to raise camp and move
farther down where we will be likely to find more animals than here, but
we are delayed waiting for two canoes which have not yet arrived, though
the time is up; but perhaps they have missed the way.—The two men who
went off on the 8th to seek after their wives returned with them, they
found them at one of the Mission farms where they had just arrived
naked having been stripped by the Indians into whose hands they fell
where we made our canoes.—A Little before noon 8 Indians on horse back
& ¢ or 10 afoot arrived headed by the Spanish talking Christian who vis-
ited us on tuesday last  they received food & some tobacco to smoak,
and were engaged trading different little articles among the people for
meat and other things.—When their men were detected among the horses
attempting to steal, they were brought to the camp, but attempted to
escape  the others at first told them to submit but afterwards bent their
bows and seemed determined to aid them in their object, the thieves were
instantly fired upon when they all fled  two of them got off on horse-
back, the others left their horses & rushed into the pond among the bul-
rushes.  two were killed and others wounded, but they concealed them-
selves among the rushes and could not be found. One of them had
bent his bow to fire an arrow at me behind my back but one of the women
attacked him with an axe and he fled with the others.—It was no doubt a
made up plan that those who came to the camp would amuse the people,
while the others would steal the horses. They took time to shoot a few
arrows but luckily without effect tho some of them were very near.—
Towards evening a party again approached the camp on the opposite
side of the pond, Some of the young men went to meet them & fired a
couple of shots, they barely waited to shoot a few arrows & then made
off and hid themselves.—We have strengthened the guard and made every
thing in readiness should they be inclined to assemble and attack us in
the night.—

Sunday 14 Fine weather but very warm forepart of the day.—
The Indians approached the camp in the night and in the morning watch
a little before daylight, began their attack at my end of the camp, the
people immediately assembled to the spot to meet them, and the horses
were moved a little farther off to avoid being wounded with the arrows.
The arrows were falling thick among us but it was so dark that the indians
could not be seen where they were concealed among the long grass &
bulrushes & among some trees beyond a part of the pond, we therefore
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in order to not uselessly expend our ammunition waited patiently for day
light so that we might see to fire with effect, but before day light came
they raised a war yell fired their arrows a little thicker than before, and
then ceased and when it became light none of them were to be found,
probably they expected to find us asleep and when they found that not
to be the case they had not courage to rush into the camp or wait till da
light when they were sure they would not all escape. One horse belong-
ing to T. Smith is wounded in the neck which is the only injury sustained
from their arrows.—Raised camp and proceeded 14 [4?] miles S.S.E. along
the bay but at a considerable distance from it and encamped on the part of a
bay that juts out into the plain among a few oak trees and an extensive
plain before us.'**—In the morning it was our intention to encamp at the
canoe rendezvous a little on this side of our last station, to await the two
canoers Laferte & Cornoyer, which have not yet arrived, but as we were
under way they arrived with only 1 beaver and determined not to return
to the bay as they were working for nothing. We then moved on to this
place.—The hunters killed 2 elk & one Antelope.—

Monday 15 Fine cool overcast weather.—Did not raise camp.—
Part of the men out hunting & killed 3 elk & 4 antelopes. They also looked
out an encampment where we mean to go tomorrow where we will be
nearer the animals and where perhaps some of the men may set a few traps
for beaver. Great numbers of elk & antelopes were seen today.—

Tuesday 16 Very warm sultry weather forepart of the day
afterwards a little breeze of wind sprang up which rendered the heat
more supportable.—Raised camp and proceeded 12 miles S.S.E. along the
bay or river and encamped on a sandy hillock surrounded by swamps
along side of a channel or branch of the river.—The hunters out & killed
12 elk, 1 bear & 1 Antelope. The elk are mostly very lean for this season
of the year, A great many were seen but mostly all does & it is the bucks
that are fattest at this season.—The women busy drying the meat & dress-
ing the skins.—

Wednesday 17 Weather as yesterday.—Did not raise camp, in
order that the meat which was killed might be dried.—The hunters out
but killed only 3 elk, 1 Antelope & 1 deer.—Great numbers of elk were
seen every where round about here yesterday, yet scarcely one was to
be seen today, they had all fled into the swamps among the bulrushes and
branches.—The men were out endeavouring to set a few traps but could
find no marks of beaver.—

Thursday 18 Fine weather.—Moved g miles farther up the chan-
nel and encamped on a lake near the big river!®* a little below where it
receives [?] Smith’s river,1?? in order to have better feeding for the horses—
The hunters were out, some of them crossed Smith’s river, & some of
them crossed the big river but without success  scarcely an elk to be
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seen they have all crossed this channel and gone among the swamps
& woods.—3 deer killed.

Friday 19 Fine weather.—The hunters out & killed 4 elk and 1
Antelope.—

Saturday 20 Weather as before.—The hunters killed 1 elk & 4 deer.

Sunday 21 Still fair weather. A breeze of wind during the day

which renders the heat more supportable, and heavy dews in the eve-
nings, which prevents the moscaitoes from troubling us much.—The hunt-
ers out and killed 2 elk, 5 deer and 4 Antelopes.—There are some elk but
they are very shy and difficult to approach, the moment they are pursued
they fly into the swamps & thickets where it is very difficult to get at
them. Scarcely any but females & young males are to be seen, and they
are mostly all very lean, the large bucks which are fattest at this season
conceal themselves so well that the hunters cant find them, perhaps they
dont fall upon the plains where they frequent.

Monday 22 Fine weather.—Thick fog in the morning.—The hunt-
ers again out in every direction, but killed only 1 elk and 5 Antelopes.—
They say the most of the elk have crossed the big river to the Southward.—

Tuesday 23 Fine weather,—Raised camp and returned to our sta-
tion of the 15.1%—Met two of the canoe men L. Kanota and L. Pichette,
they left their canoes at the rendezvous above, on their way today they
met ¢ Indians who seemed inclined to attack them but desisted on their
presenting their arms, to fire. The hunters killed only 1 elk.

Wednesday 24 Fine weather.—Continued our route to the canoe
rendezvous near our station of the 14th.1%” Here we met all the canoes. The
produce of the trip amounts to 45 beaver & 14 otters,—viz.—1 Canoe 7 bea-
ver & 4 otters. 1—22 beaver & 4 otters. 1—2 beaver & § otters. 1—8 beaver
and 1—6 beaver and 1 otter, which is very little for a trip of 12 days and does
not average over a skin per canoe per day.—The men say that there are
still a good many beaver in the bay but that they are very shy, will not
go to the baits, and difficult to take.—Our hunt with the canoes altogether
since the 11th June amounts to 249 beaver (211 Large & 38 Small) & 85
Otters (16 of them small ones).—Beaver are difficult to take at this season
of the year every where. The fur of the beaver is but indifferent but
much better than I expected to find it here at this season.—The canoes
have so little success that we have determined to give up the hunt and
return to the fort. The Indians are becoming troublesome and we are
very short of ammunition, scarcely enough to defend ourselves let a[lone]
to enable the people to live, this circumstance alone will not admit of our
remaining longer. besides if the people be sent off again in the fall they
will have little enough time to gain a wintering[?] ground before winter
sets in.—There are marks about the place here of a party of Indians having
been remaining some time since we passed, very probably liing in wait
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for the canoe men after the affair of the 13th. Two canoes which were
left here were carried off. The hunters were out but without success.

Thursday 25 Fine weather. Continued our route through woods
and across a large swamp 18 miles to our station of the 26th June.!®® The
river has fallen so much that we were able to ford it.—Sent off a party of
12 men & 6 Indians to seek after our horses and if they find a favourable
opportunity to punish the Indians who attacked us on the night of the
13th.—They found the village. The Indians immediately turned out in
hostile array, one who came ahead of the rest made signs that the chief
was among those who were killed on the r3th.—After the first fire from
our people they fled into a dry channel of the river among branches
where they could not be got at on horseback, nor could they be suffi-
ciently approached to do much execution with the firearms, yet some
were killed and several wounded, and the people took 18 horses but they
are so miserably lean that they will be of very little service to us, but tak-
ing them will be punishment to the Indians.—The Indians said that our
stolen horses were in another village between the two forks.—One of the
men Bt. Gardipre was slightly wounded with an arrow in the neck and
his horse badly wounded with one in the thigh. There might be about
80 to go Indians.—These wounds even when slight are often very danger-
ous as the arrows are frequently poisoned.

Friday 26 Raw, cold weather for the season.—Continued our
journey to our station of the 25th June and encamped in a good situation
on the opposite side of the river,!*® which is now so low that we forded
it.—Sent off a party of 13 men and 7 Indians & boys to endeavour to re-
cover our stolen horses, but as these Indians had offered no hostilities the
men were directed to do them no injury if they gave up the horses peace-
ably.—But on approaching the village the people were met by the Indians
who immediately raised a war yell & discharged their arrows at them,
but they were soon driven into the village and thence into a low swampy
part of a lake, overgrown with wood and bullrushes where they could
not be approached on horseback without much danger.—The village con-
sisting of near forty huts was burnt, some of the Indians killed and several
wounded and 21 horses taken ~ among them are 4 of those which were
stolen from us. The men’s ammunition was all expended or they might
have got a few more horses which were concealed among the bushes and
rushes where the Indians took refuge.—One of the men J. Rocquebrin
was slightly wounded in the wrist with an arrow.—The men suppose that
the Indians might amount to from 6o to 8o men.—The chief of this village
is the Indian whom the Indian from the Mission recommended to us
[illegible words] as being a good Indian and converted to Christianity.—
Notwithstanding this it is no doubt the natives of this village and two
others not far off that stole the most of our horses, Three[?] of the last
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five[?] which were stolen in June here. the visitation which this village
has received may perhaps deter them from stealing again. On account
of the scarcity of ammunition we must defer punishing the other two
villages for the present.—The Indians shot a great number of arrows at
our people, and seem to have been preparing for an attack.2%°

Saturday 27 Stormy cold weather.—Proceeded on our journey
and after a long days going of over[?] 25 miles reached our station of
the 11th June.  no water & wood could be found to encamp sooner. The
hunters were out but killed only 2 Antelopes & 1 deer no elk to be
seen.—The river has fallen amazingly[?] since we were here.—

Sunday 28 Stormy raw cold weather.—Continued our journey
and crossed the river at our station of the roth June.2? The hunters were
out and killed 2 elk & 2 Antelopes.—There were a small party of Indians
encamped here on our arrival but they made off immediately, probably
the news of the punishment of the Indians below has reached them & they
are afraid.—They informed some of the people that their horses are taken
on ahead probably those which were stolen from us on the rith June.—

Monday 29 Fine weather.—Continued our journey across the lake
which we were able to pass and after 20 miles march reached our station
of the 8th June.2°2—The hunters out and killed 7 elk.—The elk conceal
themselves among the bullrushes and are very difficult to be got at.—

Tuesday 30 Fine weather—We are very much annoyed with
Muscatoes.—Did not raise camp in order that the people might dry the
meat which was killed yesterday & that the hunters might kill some more,
All hands were out but killed only 5 elk & 1 Antelope,—There are some
elk but they are very shy and difficult to be got at when they hide them-
selves among the bullrushes, they only venture out early in the morning
& late in the evening.—

Wednesday 31 Hazy very warm weather.—Did not move camp.—
The hunters out but killed only 3 elk and 1 Antelope.—Two of our Indians
who were out hunting went to the lowest[?] village on feather river and
saw three of our stolen horses two of those which were stolen on the
12 June and one of those which were stolen on the 25th June they
brought the lost one belonging to M. Lafont with them and said that the
Indians pursued them with their arrows and shot their arrows through
one of the Indians’ trousers: but they are so given to vaunting that their
story cant be relied upon.—It is not probable that it was these Indians who
stole the horses from us, but stole them from the Indians below, as we
learned that those below had been attacked by a war party some of them
killed and several of their horses carried off.—Several of our people have
been for some days unwell and some symptoms of the fever breaking
out among them.—Indeed for a length of time back, the weather has been
very unfavorable for health. The heat, except for a few days back exces-
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sive during the day and a heavy chilly dew in the night, so that our blan-
kets would be completely wet in the morning as we slept in the open air.—
Besides we had often very bad water, and had to drink large quantities
of it with the heat.—

Augt. 1833 Thursdy 1 Very warm weather.—Raised camp and
proceeded across the plain 18 miles N.N.W. to a small fork of feather
river.23—This was a hard day both on men and horses, not a drop of water
to be procured during the journey, and the heat excessive marching over
the scorched plain, a great part of which has been recently overrun by
fire which renders it still worse.—Some of the hunters were out but with-~
out success.—A party of 8 men visited the Indian village to seek the horses
which were seen yesterday but the horses had been taken across the big
river,— The Indians did not take an arrow in their hands, and informed
the men at once where the horses had been taken and offered to prepare
a raft for them to cross and go in pursuit of them, but the men declined
doing so as they would probably not have been able to follow their tracks
or come up with them.—A great many of the Indians are sick some of
them with the fever.—

Friday 2 Very warm sultry weather.—Proceeded up the little fork
10 miles N.—I was induced to come this way though it is out of our direct
road, in hopes the people might find some elk and secure[?] a little pro-
visions for the journey to the fort.—The hunters were out but killed only
one elk & one antelope.—A few were seen near feather river.—

Saturday 3 Still very warm weather.—Continued our route across
the plain 15 miles NW. to the Middle fork of feather river.20*—This was
another hard day both on people and horses, We found a fountain mid-
way where the dogs drank yet several of them remained behind & did not
come up till late in the evening. Their feet in a short time became wounded
with the scorching heat of the sand, the horses suffered much from the
same cause.—The hunters were out and killed 4 elk and 1 Antelope.

Sunday 4 Hazy very warm weather.—Did not raise camp as some
of the people had seen a number of elk along the river below, & to allow
time to dry the meat which was killed yesterday.—Several of the men off
in pursuit of the elk, they saw two bands of does & a few bucks but killed
only one.—

Monday s Very warm weather.—Raised camp and proceeded to
the traverse on the main fork of feather river.2%—The hunters out but
killed only 1 deer & 2 elk.—The country has been recently overrun by
fire so that we can scarcely find feeding for our horses.—

Tuesday 6 Still very warm weather.—Continued our route to the
bute & encamped at our station of the 15th Decr.2°~The people out
hunting but only 1 elk and 3 antelopes killed.—Some sickness prevails
among the Indians on feather river, The villages which were so popu-
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lous and swarming with inhabitants when we passed that way in Jany or
Febry last seem now almost deserted & have a desolate appearance. The
few wretched Indians who remain seem wretched  they are lying ap-
parently scarcely able to move, It is not starvation as they have consid-
erable quantities of their winter stock of acorns still remaining. We are
unable to learn the malady or its cause.?’” I have given the people orders
to avoid approaching the villages lest it be infectious.—

Wednesday 7 Very warm weather.—Did not raise camp in order
that the people might collect some provisions for their voyage as this is
the last place which we can expect to find any.—The hunters were out
and killed 7 elk and 1 Antelope.—There are some marks of elk but they
conceal themselves among the rushes where it is difficult to find them.—

Thursday 8 Stormy afterpart of the day.—Did not raise camp.—
The hunters out & killed 7 elk. Some of them who went down toward
feather river observed great numbers of elk. A number of the people
early in the morning.—
went off to go and sleep near the place so that they might be ready to hunt

Friday 9 Still very warm weather.—The hunters returned in the
evening, they killed 13 elk. Some who went off this morning have not yet
arrived.—Several of the people are unwell.—I have been ill these two days
myself.

Saturday 10 Still very warm sultry weather.—The men who re-
mained out last night returned  they killed 4 elk, but they lost one of
their horses who strayed in the night and they did not find him.—The
sick people not getting better. Did not raise camp.

Sunday 11 Still excessive warm weather.—Did not raise camp,—
Dubruille returned to seek his horse but did not find him.—Some of the
men were hunting but killed only one elk.—The sick people are not recov-
ering and some more are taken ill.—

Monday 12 The weather insufferably hot.—Raised camp and pro-
ceeded to the traverse of deception creek.2*~This was a long & harassing
days journey both on the animals & people, particularly the sick.—We
started early & reached the encampment before the greatest heat yet
several dogs gave up on the way with thirst.—As if the heat was not suffi-
cient we are like to be devoured with swarms of Muscatoes. Several of
the people have been off some days setting traps, 2 beaver taken—& 3
antelopes killed.—

Tuesday 13 The excessive heat continues.—Continued our route
at an early hour and went to our station of the 7th Dec.2°—The fatigue
today on people horses & dogs nearly as bad as yesterday.—2 beaver taken
and 1 elk killed. Some of the sick are a little better but four[?] others
have fallen ill, it appears to be a kind of fever, the patients are attacked
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with pains in all their bones & a violent headache.—there are also two
people ill with the ague.

Wednesday 14 The heat was as great as ever. a sort of haze in
the atmosphere and not a breath of wind.—Proceeded on our journey &
made another very long days march, indeed we could not find water to
make it shorter except along side of an Indian village & the villages we
by all means avoid on account of the sickness prevailing among them,
The natives along here seem even more wretched than those on feather
river, the villags seem almost wholly depopulated.—The unhappy wretches
are found in ones or twos in little thickets of bushes, and the men found
two one of whom was dead & the other nearly so ~ The bodies of others
were found partly devoured by the wolves.—Our sick people continue
the same.—The hunters killed 2 elk.—1 beaver taken.—Here there is the
materials for a fishing wear[weir] collected & prepared but probably the
poor wretches were unable to construct it.—

Thursday 15 The weather continues the same excessively hot
the sun glaring through the hazy atmosphere like a ball of fire.—Pursued
our route to where we crossed the river in the winter.?!® The sick people
are not recovering but others falling ill daily. There are near 30 less or
more affected with the fever.—1 Beaver taken, 1 elk, 1 deer & 1 Antelope
killed.—A few Indians were seen here they appear in better health
than those below.

Friday 16 A little breeze of wind during the day which rendered
the heat more supportable than these days past.—Continued our journey
at an early hour and encamped at Bear river.2'’—Some of the sick a little
better, but a few others have fallen ill. 1 beaver taken,—s5 deer and 1
antelope killed.

Saturday 17 Overcast hazy weather. The heat not so oppressive
as these days past.—Proceeded on our journey to Quesnell river.?*>—The
sick continue much the same, there are near 42 ill.—3 beaver taken, & 1
deer killed.—

Sunday 18 Overcast ccol weather.—Moved camp and proceeded
6 miles up the river where we encamped on account of Bt. Gadipre being
very much hurt by a fall from his horse.—The number of our sick are
increasing, today there are 51 ill. Several of them had shaking fits yester-
day and today. the most of the others have the hot fits at regular intervals.
—The hunters killed 4 elk.—A large herd was observed close to the encamp-
ment & a number of the people went in pursuit of them, but killed
only one.—

Monday 19 Fine weather.—Continued our journey 1o miles up
the river and encamped in a small point among the rocks, the road very
stony and bad the most of the way.—Two more of the people taken ill
with the fever, Several of them had shaking fits, some of them remained
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behind on the road and did not come up to the camp till the evening.—
The hunters killed nothing.—A band of Indians came to the river opposite
where we are encamped and were employed some time diving for shell
fish, They dont appear to be sick like those below.—

Tuesday 20 Very warm weather.—Continued on our journey 8
miles to Sycamore river.>~A boy about 20 months old belonging to
P. Bernie died this morning, it was always a very sickly weak child, it is
not of the fever it died.—Our sick people get no better, nine more have
fallen ill within these two days, making in all 61 that are ill, a good many
of them attacked with trembling fits.—Not a family are clear except Pierre
& J. S. Larocque.—several with only one individual not sick.—Our condi-
tion is really deplorable, so many of the people taken ill and no medicines,
fortunately not many of the men are yet ill, but it is to be apprehended
they will soon fall and that we will soon become so weak that we will
not be able to raise camp, and I am afraid to stop lest we die like the
Indians the most of the people completely disheartened, and indeed
well they may.—I endeavour to keep up their spirits as well as I can but
it is become now of little effect.—

Wednesday 21 Very warm weather.—Continued our journey to
Canoe river,*'* the distance not long yet some of the sick did not come up
until near sunset.—Some of them are getting a little better, and there is
no new cases today.—2 Antelopes killed.

Thursday 22 Weather as yesterday.—Did not raise camp in order
to allow the sick people a little repose, and to allow the horses a little time
to feed.—Two more children taken ill with the fever, three[?] others are
a little better but not recovered Several of them are taken with severe
shaking fits.—Many of the men are so discouraged that some of them pro-

posed remaining here & let the strongest proceed on to the fort.—I pointed

out the folly of such a step, and the little chance those who remained
would have of escaping, and that the distance to the fort would not take
more than a month and that there we were sure of getting medicines and
every necessary, and that the mountains were now near where we would
experience a difference of climate which would most likely effect a change
for the better. The hunters were out & killed only 2 Antelopes. When
we passed here last fall deer were numerous now scarcely one is to
be seen.

Friday 23 Overcast warm sultry weather.—Continued our jour-
ney up the river,—The sick very ill, three men, 2 women & a youth taken
ill, only two women now in the camp clear of the fever. Our whole num-
ber of sick amounts to 65 but some of them getting a little better. The
hunters out but without success.—

Saturday 24 Overcast heavy lowering weather, some rain in the
morning.—The rain & appearance of bad weather in the morning deterred
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me from raising camp, being unwilling to expose the sick people to wet.—
Some of those who have been longest ill are a little better, the greater
number of the others are very bad and 7 more are taken ill during last
night and today, making in all 72 ill.  the men are now beginning to
fall, our case is becoming more alarming every day. Indeed we are in a
most deplorable condition and all my efforts can scarcely keep up the
men’s spirits. Our only chance of escape is to push on to the fort and a
long road it is, at the rate we can possibly march, at least 2 month’s march
and some ill disposed Indians before us at two places.—but we must push
on as it is our only means of safety.

Sunday z5 Very warm weather.—Moved 7 Miles up the little
creek and encamped as it would have been too far to go on farther where
we could find water. Short as the distance is it is long enough for our
sick people  a few of them are recovering a little but the most of the
others are very ill and another is taken badly today.—And [sic] Old
Caiause Indian called the Berdach who accompanied us, and was taken
ill a considerable time ago died, he stopped on the way coming to the en-
campment, and some men were sent to bring him up, but he died shortly
after they reached him, he is an aged man and lost all heart shortly after
he was taken ill and refused any kind of sustenance, and could not resist.
He anticipated dieing some days and had disposed of his property.?'
Bt. Gardipie killed a male elk, the meat of which was distributed among
the sick to make a little broth for them.—

Monday 26 Still very warm weather.—Proceeded on our journey
8 miles farther on and encamped at a little creek with not much grass for
the horses it would have been too long for the sick to have gone far-
ther to a better place. The sick continue much the same, another man
taken ill.—The hunters out but without success.—A horse was killed among
a number of the sick people I encourage them to take as much nour-
ishment as possible, in hopes that it will keep up their strength & enable
them to support, the journey until we reach the fort.—The road for some
days back has been very stony & gravelly and a great many of our horses
are lame.—

Tuesday 27 The weather, a little cooler than these days past.—
Continued our course about 6 miles to where we take the mountain. the
road as usual rugged & in places stony, and but little grass for the horses.—
1 deer was killed—Animals were plentiful here when we passed last fall,
now there are very few to be seen.—The sick continue much the same
some of them getting a little better one day and falling worse the next.
I am endeavouring to inspire the people with confidence that a change
of climate in the mountain will be of great advantage to them.—I have
been for some days unwell myself with a violent head ache & pains in
all my bones.
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Wednesday 28 In the mountain we found an immense change of
weather, all hands had to have recourse to their capots and blankets. The
higher peaks of the mountains, are yet sprinkled with large patches of
snow.—Had all hands out collecting the horses by daylight and a little past
sunrising got under way and crossed the mountain by noon,?'® but it
was near sunset before all the sick came up, they are taken with the hot and
cold fits and must stop at all hours of the day.-—The most of the sick con-
tinue the same, another child taken ill today.—Three horses were astray in
the morning and could not be found and another got astray on the way
and has not been found a deer was killed.

Thursday 29 Blowing fresh  fine cool weather, cold in the night
and morning. There is a complete change of climate here, the grass and
herbage are mostly quite green yet. —Proceeded about 6 miles down a
little fork, and encamped at the North end of a swampy plain.21"™—The
sick continue much the same.—F. Champaigne returned to the mountain
to seek his horse which remained behind yesterday but did not find him.—
Some Indians visited us and brought a few beavers[berries? 1 to trade, they
received a few trifles and were sent off immediately.—Where we are now
the natives bear a bad character.—

Friday 30 Fine cooll weather.—Did not raise camp in order to
allow the sick a little repose. ~ four men, myself among the number are
taken 1ll I have been unwell these last 8 or 10 days. a few of the others
are a little better, all the rest remain much the same some of them very ill.
The men returned to seek the horses which were lost the day before yes-
terday but could not find them.—This morning we found 5 horses shot
with arrows. Quintale 1, Gilbeau 1, J Favel 1, G.R. Rocque 1—C Plant’s
Indn. 1—Quintals horse had 5 arrows in him, he was killed immediately
The others are some of them badly wounded, but perhaps may not die—
This is the reward we meet for treating these barbarians[?] klndlv and
endeavouring to conciliate them, l\othmﬂ but severe treatment is of any
avail with such savages. did they find an opportunity they would use the
people as they did the horses We have now to be«rm watch in the
night and I can just muster 12 men able to attend to that duty.—

Saturday 31 Overcast cloudy weather, a violent thunder storm &
heavy rain in the afternoon.—Raised camp and proceeded to Pit river which
we crossed immediately and encamped on its North side.?**~The sick con-
tinue much the same another man C Rondeau taken ill.—The rain is
much against them  some of them got wet making shelters for them-
selves—A party of Indians came to the hill across the river opposite our
camp and were examining how the horses were situated. The horsekeeper
fired upon them and they made off with themselves.—

Sept. 1833 Sundy 1 Fine cool weather.—Raised camp and pro-
ceeded 8 miles N. to a little fork [of] clear water, Short as the days jour-
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ney was it was long enough for the sick.—Several of whom got a little wet
yesterday, and are worse than they were before.—I was attacked with a
trembling fit in the morning and passed a miserable journey.—The Indians
approached the opposite side of the river®® and shot several arrows at
the horses and the men on watch, during the first watch a few shots were
fired and they retired, they wounded two horses, but not dangerously.—
Where we are now encamped there were great numbers of Indians in
the plain but they went off into the woods.—

Monday 2 Fine cool weather.—Continued our journey 13 miles
W.N.W. and encamped in a small plain, we could not find a suitable
place to encamp sooner, it was a severe day on the sick. The most of
whom are much the same.—A horse was left on the way, and another fell
into a deep part of the river and could not be got out, the two men who
were with it had barely time to kill it and take a little of the meat before a
band of savages who followed the camp came up with them.—

Sunday 3 Sharp frost in the morning. Fine weather during the
day.—Continued our journey 6 or 7 miles—to another small plain.—The
sick continue the same. two more have fallen ill. We will in a short time
at this rate be all down.—

Wednesday 4 Weather the same.—Pursued our route to where
Mr. McLeod’s horses died.??°—A long fatiguing days march on our sick
people, who are getting no better. Some of them appear a little better one
day and worse the next.—The hunters killed 5 large and 2 small elk, which
was distributed among the sick people and is of great relief to them.—

Thursday s Frost in the night, fine weather afterwards.—Did not
raise camp in order to allow the sick people a little repose. A chance one
appears to get a little better but the most of them continue very ill. I
tremble every day myself, and am become as weak as a child.—

Friday 6 The weather the same.—Continued our course to a small
creek where there is some grass, near the foot of the mountain, about 7
miles.—Our sick continue the same.—some who had got a little better have
relapsed and become worse.

Saturday 7 Stormy blustery weather.—Continued our journey and
crossed the mountain to the Sheep rock.?** This was a severe day on the
sick, the road part of the way very bad, no water could be found sooner,
& here there is barely enough for the people and none for the horses.—
Some of the sick, a woman & a boy are not yet come up, & some did not
arrive till after dark. C. Groslui was taken ill and barely escaped from a
band of savages at the encampment which they approached after they
saw most of the people off.—Four horses were lost at the encampment in
the morning and 7 more on the road across the mountain. The greater part
of the people are so ill that it is impossible for them to take care of the
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horses indeed they can scarcely take care of themselves. Our whole
party is now become exceedingly helpless.—

Sunday 8 Stormy weather. Continued our route, 6 miles to a
small creek**? where there is plenty of water & grass for the horses which
suffered much for want of water last night.—Our sick continue much the
same. The boy & woman who remained behind came up in the morning.—

Monday ¢ Thunder & some rain in the night. Stormy weather
during the day.—Did not raise camp in order that some men might return
and seek the horses which were left behind the day before yesterday.—
Our sick continue the same.—~We are now in a level country clear of the
woods, and in hopes to get on tho’ slowly, until we reach the fort but it
will take us an immense time at the slow rate which we are able to go.—

Tuesday 10 Fine cool weather.—Did not raise camp waiting for
the men who went to seck the horses yesterday they returned in the
evening they found all the horses that were left but three, one of C.
Groslui, and two very lean ones belonging to J. Cornoyer. The sick people
remain the same  some of them who had recovered a little have become
worse.—

Wednesday 11 Fine warm weather.—Raised camp and proceed
about 7 miles to a small fork.—The weather was warm part of the day &
hard upon the sick people, who remain much the same,—I tremble regu-
larly every night myself, and am becoming weaker daily.—

Thursday 12 Raw stormy weather part of the day.—Continued
our route about g miles over a hill to a small swamp where there is scarcely
sufficient water for the horses. It would have been too far for the sick
to have gone on to Sorty[Sasty? ] river.?28>—The sick still much the same,—
C. Groslui has nearly recovered, but exerted himself too much with his
horses and imprudently went in the water, he has therefore relapsed again
and is worse than at first, during last night and to day he has bled profusely
at the mouth and nose, it was near sunset before he was got brought up to
the camp.—The Indians stole one of the Co[mpan]y’s load horses in the
night or morning.

Friday 13 Fine weather.—Continued our journey 8 miles to the
Sorty[Sasty?] river which we crossed and descended a few miles to a
small creek where we encamped.—The sick people much the same. C.
Groslui is very weak—it was near sunset before he was got up to the
camp.—Here we found M. Laframboise’s track on his return to the fort.
it is some time since he passed, probably a month and a half or two
months.—

Saturday 14 Some light rain in the night and a few light showers
during the day.—Did not raise camp as C. Groslui is too weak to be
moved it is doubtful he will die. The rest of the sick continue much
the same as before.—
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Sunday 15 Some rain in the night & a few light showers during
the day  very cold towards evening.—Raised camp and proceeded about
g miles to the foot of the Mountain and encamped at a small creek with
little more than enough of water for the people and scarcely any for their
horses.—We passed a much better encampment, but did not know it at
the time.—The sick continue much the same, Some of them who are badly
clothed and ill provided with the means of sheltering themselves feel much
inconvenienced from the cold weather.—

Monday 16 A good deal of rain in the night  raw cold weather
during the day.—Continued our journey across the Mountain 8 miles to a
small fork of the River Coquin.??*—The road was very rugged most of
the way.—Our sick people remain much the same. Some Indians visited
the camp in the evening they are some of the Sorty’s[Sastys?] & bear
a good character.—

Tuesday 17 Sharp frost in the morning  stormy weather during
the day.—We were deterred from raising camp on account of C. Groslui
dieing just as the people were catching the horses.—This poor man has
left a widow & 6 children to lament his loss & all ill with the fever except
one child; he had nearly recovered himself, and imprudently exerted him-
self too much & exposed himself to the water, which occasioned a relapse
when he became worse than at first, for some days he refused all sustenance,
and had to be carried on a kind of litter on horseback. There was little
expectation of his recovery but it was not supposed he would die so sud-
denly.—The rest of our sick people continue in much the same condition.—

Wednesday 18 Frost in the morning, fine weather during the
day.—Continued our route 10 miles down the river.—The sick continue
much the same.

Thursday 19 Raw cold weather,—Pursued our journey down the
river 9 miles.—The country here has been lately overrun by fire, it is diffi-
cult to find good grass for our horses.—The sick continue much the same.
Some of them get a little better for a day or two & relapse again as bad
as before.—Four or five Indians visited the camp in the evening.—

Friday 20 Overcast raw cold weather.—Continued our route to
near its junction with the big river.—Our sick people continue in much
the same condition.—The Indians descended from the Mountain in the
night and shot with their arrows several of our horses.—3 are missing &
cant be found. 1 Bte. Dubruille, 1 P. Satakarass, & 1 J. Rocquebrin. 3
killed part of the meat of which was carried away, viz 1 P. Lagasse, 1 L.
Kanota & 1 F. Champaigne, and two wounded, 1 P. LaGasse, 1 L. Pichette.
Thus these savages without any provocation kill our horses & would doubt-
less treat ourselves in the same manner were it not [for] fear. There
is no manner of dealing with such barbarians but to punish them when-
ever they can be caught.—Five Indians remained at our camp all night,



140 California Historical Society Quarterly

they said that it was Indians from below that killed the horses.—

Saturday 21 Rained in the afternoon.—Proceeded on our journey
and fell upon the main river,—Saw several Indians as we passed along, they
appeared friendly. Our sick people continue the same. We saw the tracks
of the American party going to the Southward by the road Michelle’s
people came.?2

Sunday 22 Rained the most of the day. The bad weather deterred
us from raising camp.—The Indians here bear a very bad character, during
the first watch last night a party of them came to the other side of the
river opposite to us and made a large fire and raised the war cry. I was in
a paroxysm of the fever & could not stir out. Some of the people said
that there were a great many of them & others that there were but few.
Owing to our helpless state, there being only 15 men in health in the
camp, I felt uneasy for some time. All the people who were able were
ordered to arms the Indians in a short time went off and we saw or
heard no more of them.

Monday 23 Fair weather.—Continued our route 8 miles down the
river. Saw several Indians but none of them came near us.—The road was
good today, but in places lay through points of woods, yet 2 horses were
lost. There are so many of the people sick and become so weak, that they
cannot take care of their horses.—The sick remain the same.

Tuesday 24 Fine weather.—Pursued our journey 9 Miles down
the river.—The hunters were out in the hills but without success.
Wednesday 25 Fine weather.—Continued our journey, down the

river to the traverse,—A few of the sick appear to be recovering a little
these two days. The others continue very ill.

Thursday 26 Fine weather.—One of the men P. Bernie died dur-
ing the first watch last night, he had been ill for a length of time so weak
that he had to be tied on his horse, for some days back he had become so
feeble, that there was little hopes of his recovery, but it was not expected
that he would die so suddenly, yet, he had anticipated death himself and
had arranged his little affairs. he had for some time little or no sustenance,
so that his strength became exhausted, he has left a wife and 5 children,
all ill with the fever. The people are getting more discouraged every day.—
We were deterred from raising camp on account of one of the women
A. Longtain’s wife being so ill that she was not expected to live out the
day.—The hunters were out but without success.—

Friday 27 Fine weather.—Proceeded on our journey, Crossed the
river, which we have left and cut across a point, 10 miles & encamped on
a small creek.—The sick continue very ill Several of them becoming
weaker daily.—Two horses were lost at the traverse.—

Saturday 28 Overcast weather.—Continued our course to another
Small fork 8 miles,226—The road good  The sick getting no better.

e
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Sunday 29 Rained the most of the day.—The bad weather deterred
us from raising camp.—The sick continue the same.—Some Indians paid us
a visit, they seem well disposed.—The hunters out, and killed 2 deer and a
bear, the deer here are very lean.—

Monday 30 Raw cold weather  rain in the evening. Proceeded
on our journey, to another small creek 7 miles.—The hunters out but
without success.—

Octob 1833. Tuesdy, 1 Some light rain during the day  Did
not raise camp on account of one of the women A. Longtain’s wife being
so ill that she was not expected to live over a few hours, bleeding at the
nose and mouth that could scarcely be stopped.—The rest of the sick con-
tinue much the same.—hunters killed a bear & a deer.

Wednesday 2 Fine weather.—Resumed our journey, and ascended
the little river to the foot of the Umquah Mountain.—Some of the sick
appear a little better.—Very little water for our horses.

Thursday 3 Fine weather.—Crossed the umquah Mountain and
encamped on a small plain with very little grass for our horses.—The road
very rugged, several steep hills and deep ravines to cross & in many places
much encumbered with underwood and fallen timber, This was a hard
day both on horses and people particularly the sick, some of whom did
not come up till sunsetting though the days journey was not long.—

Friday 4 Frost in the night, fine weather during the day.—Contin-
ued our route and after a long days march reached the South fork of the
Umquah river, part of the road in the morning very rugged & much en-
cumbered with underwood. Our sick people continue much the same.
The hunters out and killed 1 deer.

Saturday § Cold, slight frost in the night, fine weather during the
day.—Proceeded on our journey, Crossed the river in the morning & then
across a number of steep rugged hills to a valley where we encamped on a
small creek near its discharge into the river which we left in the morning.—
The sick continue much the same.

Sunday 6 Fine weather.—Continued our route down the river
and cut across a point and again fell upon the river where we encamped.—
Monday 7 Fine weather.—Pursued our journey across a point and

encamped at a small creek.—Some of our sick people that were first taken
ill are getting a little better, the others continue much the same. Some of
them very weak.

Tuesday 8 Raw cold weather. Continued our journey across a
point and fell upon the north or principal fork of the Umquah??? which
we crossed immediately and encamped on its North bank.—Some of the
sick particularly the children who were first taken ill are recovering. Sev-
eral of them and some of the grown people have had no shaking fits for
some days, but they are occasionally visited with fits of the hot fever
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and continue very weak. The others continue very ill, some of them I
fear will not live to reach the fort. I am rendered so weak that I am with
difficulty able to make the days journey short as they mostly are, for some
days I have had no shaking fits, but the hot fever visited me regularly.
I am again attacked with trembling fits.—

Wednesday ¢ Raw cold weather.—Continued our route 8 miles
and encamped on a small fork, where there is good feeding for the
horses.—The Indians stole 3 horses last night. A man & an Indian are off
in pursuit of them.—Some of the sick particularly the children, are getting
a good deal better. Several of the others continue very ill,—A boy of Jos.
Rocquebin’s, 16 months old died of the fever last night.

Thursday 10 Still disagreeable raw cold weather. Proceeded on
our journey 12 Miles and encamped on a small creek,??® where there is
scarcely sufficient water for the horses.—The sick continue much the same.
Some of them are getting a great deal better,—This was a long day’s jour-
ney for them; but there was no water to encamp sooner.

Friday 11 Fine weather.—Continued our journey and after ¢ miles
march encamped at the foot of elk Mountain where the road ascends the
Mountain.—229

Saturday 12 Fine weather.—Pursued our journey at an early hour
and crossed Elk Mountain and encamped at a swampy plain where there
is scarcely enough of water for the horses, The road was rugged, this was
a fatiguing days journey on the weakest of the sick people.—Several of
the sick are recovering fast, Some of the others continue very ill and it is
to be apprehended will not get the better of it.—I am very feeble myself
and still attacked every day with trembling fits and the hot fever.—

Sunday 13 Stormy some rain during the day. The unfavourable
weather deterred us from raising camp.—M. Laframboise accompanied by
four men and some Indians arrived from Ft. Vancouver on his way to the
Umquah. He and his party arrived at Vancouver early in July.—He in-
forms me that owing to false reports which have reached Mr. C. F. Mc-
Loughlin he is very anxious for the safety of our party,  I'have written a
letter to apprise him of our situation and the cause of our delay. One of
Michell’s Indians is to start with it to Fort Vancouver early to morrow
morning.—I have received a supply of 3 gall. coarse flour, 3 gall. Indn
Corn, 1 1b. Tea & Y% loaf Sugar[?] 5 Ib. [illegible word] which in my
present exhausted enfeebled state is of the utmost importance to me as |
have had nothing of the kind for some time back. I had an ample supply
of all these things on leaving Ft. Vancouver, but our voyage has been long
and so many people sick almost the whole time there were frequent de-
mands upon me for a little to one and a little to another soon goes through
a good deal.—
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Monday 14 Raw cold weather, showery in the afternoon.—Raised
camp and proceeded 8 miles over a hilly country and encamped at a small
river.?2¢ Michelle and party also proceeded on their journey towards the
Umgquah.—

Tuesday 15 Showry weather.—Continued our route down the
river 9 miles where we encamped. The hunters out but without success.
Wednesday 16 Fine weather.—Crossed the river and followed it

ten miles when we put up for the night.—Some of our sick people con-
tinue very ill and are very weak, the others appear to be getting better,
some of them recovering rapidly.—Several of them have had no shaking
fits for some days past.—

Thursday 17 Heavy rain in the afternoon. Continued our journey
10 miles to South fork of River de Souris,?*! where we encamped.—Several
of the people much wet before they got up to the encampment. A number
of Indians visited us in the evening.—

Friday 18 Fair weather.—Continued our route to the North fork
of River de Souris.—A number of the sick people continue to get better
and are recovering rapidly. A few of the others are still very ill, and remain
weak.—Late in the evening the Indian who returned on the morning of
the 14th, with the letter for Mr. C. F. McLoughlin, arrived on his return
from Vancouver, he brought a letter from Mr. C. F. McLoughlin, to-
gether with a supply of tea & Sugar & Some bread & butter, which is very
acceptable to me in my present feeble state.—

Saturday 19 Cloudy lowering weather.—Continued our journey 15
Miles to Yamhill river which we had to descend for several miles before
we found a place where we could get the horses watered, it was late in the
afternoon before we encamped the traverse is close to us but we did
not know it till after we had encamped. This was a severe day on the weak-
est of the sick people Some of them did not reach the encampment
till after dark.

Sunday 20 Heavy rain all day.—The bad weather deterred us from
raising camp.—
Monday 21 Rained the greater part of the day.—Did not raise

camp, being unwilling to expose our sick people to the wet.—The most
of the sick people are recovering fast.—

Tuesday 22 Stormy with excessive heavy rain all day.—The river
is rising fast.—Did not raise camp, on account of the heavy rain our tem-
porary shelters are scarcely habitable.—

Wednesday 23 Fair weather in the morning, but rain the most
of the day afterwards,—The river has risen to such a height that we could
not cross it but with canoes or rafts, and being informed that there are
several other streams ahead where we will find ourselves in the same pre-
dicament, we determined to change our route, and accordingly proceeded
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down the river to near its discharge into the Willamut, and borrowed a
canoe from one of the Settlers Peran, and had the horses crossed in the
evening, but it was too late to cross the baggage.—This was a very unfa-
vourable day for the sick as we were exposed to a good deal of heavy rain.—

Thursday 24 Fair weather. As it was very bad landing it was
noon by the time the baggage was got all across the river, we nevertheless
raised camp and proceeded on to Sand Encampment?2 where we arrived
late in the evening.—I borrowed a canoe from one of the settlers Bt. McKay
to take down the river with me to cross our baggage at the Faladin??
river of the Chutes which is the only stream now on our way. The Willa-
mut rose about 8 feet last night and the Yamhill river 4 feet.—

Friday 25 Rained the most of the day. The unfavourable weather
deterred us from raising camp.—The sick people continue recovering rap-
idly. Only a few of them have had any shaking fits for several days.

Saturday 26 Fair weather—Raised camp, The people proceeded
by land, and I embarked in the canoe which I borrowed from Bt. McKay
with two Indians which were hired for the purpose, and descended the
river but the Indians were such poor workers that the people had arrived
at the river of the Chutes®** a little before me.—The horses and some of
the baggage were got across in the evening.

Sunday 27 Fine weather.—Had the remainder of the baggage
crossed in the morning when we advanced to the Chutes where we en-
camped, The people were afterwards employed, drying and beating their
furs.—

Monday 28 Fine weather.—Sent off all the healthy men with the
horses to put them on the island at the entrance of the Willamut, and to
bring up the boats which are waiting for us at the little Channel, to take
on the people and the baggage to the fort. After much difficulty I hired
a canoe from the Indians, & two indians and started myself for the fort,
by water; the Indians became fatigued towards evening and I encamped a
little above the island.—Shortly after leaving the camp I met a boat with
four men coming to meet us. I directed the boat to go on and take in a
load of baggage and people and return to the fort immediately.—

Tuesday 29 Fine weather.—Embarked at daylight and arrived at
the fort by ¢ oclock, where I was received with a hearty welcome.—The
boat which I met yesterday & a canoe also arrived at the fort late in the
evening with part of the people and baggage.

[No entry for Wednesday 30.]

Thursday 31 The other two boats arrived at the fort with the rest
of the people and baggage.—The people who were sick are so far recov-
ered, that but few of them require to go under the Doctors care but
they were so much exhausted and continue still so debilitated that it will
be some time before they be fit for any duty. Several times during our
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journey, the people were so weak that I was apprehensive the greater part
of them would die on the way before reaching the fort, I attribute their
recovery in a great measure to the change of climate in the Mountains,
but as this had not an immediate effect they did not begin to get better
until some time after we crossed the mountains.

NOTES

192. This camp site was in the vicinity of the present city hall of Stockton.
193. French Camp.

194. San Joaquin River.

195. Stanislaus River. Jedediah Smith encamped on this stream in 1827-28.
196. French Camp.

197. McLeod’s Lake, Stockton.

198. Between upper French Camp Creek and Calaveras River.

199. Probably Mokelumne River.

200. The Indian villages attacked by Work’s party on July 25 and 26 were typical of
the Delta era in this period. Villages contained malcontent runaways from the mis-
sions who effectively created a militant anti-Caucasian attitude. It is of interest to
note the number of horses recovered from each village.

201. Cosumnes River.

202. In the vicinity of what is now the city of Sacramento.

203. Bear River.

204. Yuba River.

205. The crossing was near Nicolaus.

206. In the valley of the Buttes.

207. Work here notes the depopulation of the lower Feather River Indian villages,
caused by a pestilence which afflicted the natives throughout the whole interior valley.
This pandemic is the subject of an extremely interesting paper by Dr. Edward W.
Twitchell, “The California Pandemic of 1833,” in California and Western Medicine,
XXIII (May 1925), 592-93.

208. Butte Creek.

209. Possibly on Chico Creek.

z10. This crossing is marked “French Crossing” on a map drawn by P. B. Reading
and dated 1849. (Original MS map in California State Library, Sacramento.)

211. Pine Creek.

212. Deer Creek.
3. Battle Creek.
214. Cow Creek.

2

-

215. Itis possible to fix this spot with some degree of accuracy. Forest Ranger Reuben
P. Box, of the Hat Creek Station, relates that some years ago when widening a trail in
this place he found a single Indian grave which contained, among other articles, picces
of red woolen material—the red strouds of the trade goods used by the Hudson’s Bay
Company. Other bits of evidence tend to identify the interred as other than a local
inhabitant.
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216. Through the same pass the party crossed when they entered the valley.
217. On Hat Creek. '

218. At this point the route deviates from that which the brigade followed in the
fall of 1832.

219. Fall River.

220. Through Dead Horse Pass to the headwaters of McLeod River. This site ap-
pears on Reading’s map of 1849.

221, Sheep Rock is a landmark of historic significance. The campsite at its base was
used as early as 1825 by Hudson’s Bay Company trappers and is mentioned frequently
in their journals. It lies at the crossroads of several ancient Indian trails.

222. The brigade is crossing Shasta Valley.
223. Klamath River.
224. Across Siskiyou Mountain to Rogue River, Oregon.

225. Two interesting records of routes of trappers. This corroborates the statement
of J. J. Warner as to Ewing Young’s route of 1832 and also indicates that Michel
Laframboise returned north inland and not along the coast as tradition states.

226. The brigade is following a route blazed by Joseph Gervais.
227. Near Roseburg, Oregon.
228. Yoncalla Creek.

229. The old Territorial Road crosses this mountain, but the present highway skirts
it to the eastward and reaches the Willamette Valley by a low pass.

230. Long Tom River.

231. Marys River, formerly Mouse [Souris] River.
232, Champoeg.

233. Tualatin River.

234. Willamette Falls at Oregon City.




Loaded Words

By DoLorEs WALDORF BRYANT

N the summer of 1856 men were killing each other for their ideas, not

only in California but throughout the nation. Even the printed word was

loaded with insult and vituperation. The status quo of the past fifty-six
years, with two foreign wars and great territorial gains to its credit, was
being assailed by the hot notions and murderous intentions of the perennial
reformers: bitter young men who saw only evil and senility in the estab-
lished ideas of their elders, discontented men who thought it was about time
a few other people cut themselves a slice of cake.

A presidential campaign crackled across the nation. Political opponents
considered each other blackguards and said so. Every plan for averting hard
times and reclaiming prosperity was represented by a loud and zealous politi-
cal party. In every caucus meeting aspiring candidates roared accusations
and all but pulled the flooring out from under each other. Every party
blamed all the others for bringing about the terrible panic of 1837 and all of
them were doing their unconscious best to hasten the approach of a second
catastrophe, the depression of 1857.

In San Francisco as well as in hundreds of other American towns, back-
room dickering between ward politicians, trading in votes, and corruption
of public officials were not only facts but well-aired facts. Hard times and
the lush opportunies of a rich, new country had neither encouraged re-
straint nor improved morals.

When accusations and denunciations failed to annihilate opponents, men
leapt in utter exasperation to satire, most potent and ominous of all human
weapons. The opening guns of the American Civil War were fired, not at
Sumter, but some six years previous when editors began loading their pens
with a deadly vitriol.

San Francisco’s crusading Bulletin, not yet a year old, lashed out in the
spirit of the times. Its sledge-hammer editorials got its editor a rendezvous
with death on a May evening in 1856 and inaugurated a summer devoted
entirely to violence, death at the end of stout hemp rope, black lists of ex-
communication, howling witch hunts, and bloody street brawls.

By mid-July every man went armed, San Francisco was in a state of in-
surrection, and the Vigilance Committee of 1856 was up to its elbows in
fury. The Bulletin’s editor, Thomas King, and his special writer, “Caxton”
(William Rhodes), had run out of all the more malignant words and were
beating their brows. At this moment, July 18, 1856, somebody who signed
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himself merely “Bos” came to the rescue with a piece of satire which has not
lost one volt of its insolence in the eighty-five years which have intervened.
Here it is:

SQUATTERS WANTED!

Several families can be accommodated with airy and comfortable rooms, in the build-
ings purchased by the Common Council for the City Hospital, on Filbert st. The situa-
tion of these buildings is pleasant, and the air salubrious. The rooms have never been
used for hospital purposes, and there is no taint of disease about the walls.

Persons owning horses can be furnished with stabling, the city making no charge for
anything on the premises.

There is also a good well of water in the yard, and a fine place to dry clothing in the
balcony.

Timid people can be assured that the building is in every way adapted for a comfort-
able residence, and that they need not be suspicious of it, because the County Super-
visors rejected it for hospital purposes. The Supervisors had no objections to the build-
ing itself, it being in every respect better adapted for the purposes of such an institution
than the one now rented by the city; but the building on Stockton street, at present
used as a City Hospital, being owned by a friend of the Board who received funds, it
was hired to accommodate him. Parties may be assured, then, that the building now
lying idle is, in all respects, good and serviceable, and wanting tenants, the few there
having no objections to an increase, as the premises are roomy.

CAUTION.

The Superintendent of Public Buildings cautions occupants, not to use the partitions
for fire wood, until the doors and windows are all burned.
Parents, especially the city Fathers, are invited to view the premises.
For further particulars call an empty treasury.
Bos.
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Some Letters of William S. Jewett,
Califorma Artist

Edited by Errior Evans

cisco, was born in South Dover, New York, in 1812.2 After sev-

eral years of training he was admitted as an associate member of
the National Academy of Design in 1845.%2 His career in New York was
neither notably productive nor especially successful.? In late May or early
June 1849 he embarked for California on the bark Hope, apparently with
few regrets on forsaking an artistic career. It was his evident intention
to improve his fortune in business or in the gold fields.* To profit by his
brush seems not to have occurred to him until he reached San Francisco.
On his arrival there he found the markets glutted and the gold fields
crowded but portraits and landscapes in demand. Early in 1850 he pro-
duced his first picture.5 He remained in the state, painting and shrewdly
husbanding his resources, for twenty years, returning to New York only
at the end of 1869.°

Although Jewett was a very popular bachelor whose painting was much
in demand, there is little information at present about him, and relatively
few of his California pictures are known.” Evidently it was his intention
to paint a large number of pictures and sell them for as much as he could
get for them.® Many of his paintings must have been destroyed in fires
and floods in San Francisco and Sacramento where the major part of his
work was executed.® Others certainly were sent to eastern relatives by the
original sitters, and possibly still more have found their ways out of Cali-
fornia since.’® As many of Jewett’s works are unsigned, many of his pic-
tures, both in private and public collections, remain unidentified. It is pos-
sible that attics and storerooms contain still others.

After Jewett’s return to the East, the generation who knew him and
patronized his studio departed, a whole new generation of artists arose in
California, and the artist was largely forgotten. In New York his identity
has been confused with that of his contemporary of the same name, William
Jewett of the well-known Waldo and Jewett firm of portrait painters.'!
Biographical references are scarce.!? Jewett married in Massachusetts in
1870 or 1871. His one son, William Dunbar Jewett, became well known
as a sculptor in France where he died in 1926.13

Fifty-five of William S. Jewett’s letters from California, 1849-1869, con-
stitute the artist’s only known personal record and the only consecutive
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account of his life and activities in California.l4 They contain his only
known sketches.’® The sections printed here are selected for their bearing
on Jewett’s life and for their accounts of early California events. The parts
omitted refer to family and personal affairs. It has seemed desirable to
issue the letters by number in chronological order. In several instances
the addresses are unknown; in others, the amount of significant material
is so limited as to make salutations only an unnecessary interruption in an
already broken text. Jewett’s spelling has been left in its original state.
This material is published for its relevance to early California conditions
as viewed by an artist, and with the hope that further information con-
cerning a very considerable but neglected painter may be brought to light
to facilitate a more adequate documentation of the artist’s life in California.

Letter 1 Bay of San Francisco [New York Harbor]
May 27th, 1849.

No doubt you are all very much astonished at the heading of this letter,
and that we should have gone off so uncermoniously, but the fact is that
evry body belonging to the expedition has been in such a burry for so
long a time that they have instilled their spirit into the ship so when we
got all on board and our potent sails spread we found ourselves all of a
sudden—we have not landed yet and indeed we are lying some distance
from the City and as everything is covered with fog it is quite impossible
to give you any account of how the Jand lies, but there are some bright
yellow objects shining thro the mist, and some, projecting above the fog,
and we have had several meetings of our philosophical committee on board
and they report that the said shining objects must be no less than the big
lumzps and mountains of gold we heard of at home—so we are at work
making ready to clear the vessel of her now worthless cargo and getting
out takels and crowbars to roll them on board and load up at once and if
we have as quick a voyage home you may expect to see us lying at the warf
at New York some eight or ten days from this yet—when I came to town
I found everything going on as the most fastidious could wish and some
or most of our company are so—and everything had been purchased of
the best and at the lowest prices and put nearly all on board and the Bark
nearly ready for sea—the reason of their delay is that some of the share-
holders have not been able to get money to pay up their subscription which
to render the expedition more complete they have [been] admitted in
since we have paid ours, our fitting out hath taken some more than our
first calculation and we want fifteen hundred to take to sea and we think
it best to insure at the expense of the Co. and in the name of the Co. which
will be some nine hundred on some twenty eight thousand, so we think it
best to be slow and sure than fast and uncertain—you can allow any insur-
ance you choose to make on the vessel providing you inform the Ins. Co.
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of a previous policy existing—So you see how things are doing here and
for further particulars inquire within.

[A rough sketch of the bark Hope with “California” on pennant]
There are more applicants for shares than we will admit but the first that
pay in we shall accept and put to sea but not under some ten days—I think
and all think, and we don’t care to hurry as we want they should get all
the fighting done between the Mexicans and yankees before we arrive as
prob. there will be some and most of the members of our Co. are decidedly
in favour of wearing whole skins.

... I can’t say when exactly we shall isue certificates of stock we
had the subject up yesterday and will do it in the course of this week. . . .
best regards to Mr. Forrest [of whom a portrait exists]. . . .

Letter 11 Rio Janeiro, August 27, 1849.

As we are wandering in this strange [land] among the ever green bowers
of the tropics the idea is still uppermost in my mind “do my friends think
of me as I think of them?” . .. they all make me to put sketches in their
letters and beg me to write them to for they say I can write so fast and
let nothing interrupt me at the time—I suppose you wonder at our stay
here so do we, but it is most difficult making these indolent people to work
in a hurry so we are hoping to be ready for sea in a few days more. . . .

I will tell you something of the incidents of our voyage—well, the first
incident 1 was concious of after we left port was that of being wretchedly
seasick yet not so poorly off but that I could laugh at those who laughd
at me and I believe that during the raging of the epidemic we had the
jolliest time of all the voyage—I found a never ending interests in the
ocean—the skies, clouds and storms—and for weeks I could do but little
else than look and look at its ever changing aspect—its light and shade
never ending in variety and beauty of affect—the majestic undulation
of its waves as they sported with our little Bark that rode as easy as
a water lilly on the bosom of its own eliment, we had gentle breezes
that set us out at a good pace yet the quiet at last became monoto-
nous and tedious and we wished almost for a storm to enliven us up
and give us an opportunity of testing our courage and india rub-
bers—we at last on the Sunday evening following saw a dark cloud
rising on the horizon a something we had not seen before  we asked
the capt. what it ment, he smiled and said he could tell better when
it showed its self, so we looked and waited and put on our rubber coats
and thick boots and mustered on deck to await the event with looks of
direful portent yet courage strong, on came the tempest cloud with black
terrow on its brow while not a breath stird our vessel that lay “like a
painted ship on a painted ocean,,. “Capt. what do you think of it,, but he
only smiled, so all we could do was to wait and sce for our selves, and so
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we did. On came cloud on cloud blacker than the last until nearly over our
vessel when strang to say it seperated—and left us—just as calm as ever—but
capt. wheres the squall> Oh but gentlemen I want to introduce you by de-
grees to old Boreas, youl find him and Neptune are very intimate compan-
ions yet some of these days. Butas yet we have only seen where they have
been not where they are. We have had many little squalls and if a shlp is
well managed find them rather interesting, thev have such beautiful rain-
bows behind and such fine dark clouds as they approach. We had one at
night when the moon was in full and as the wild cloud passed away it
reflected back on our view the most perfect lunar bow imaginable—bright
and pure as silver I never saw but one and that, the lovely arch that over-
hangs on Niagras mighty foam. The rising of the tropical sun and moon is
beautiful beyond description, and nothing can be more interesting to a
northerner than the gradual sinking of the stars of his own hemisphere and
the dawning of new ones in the south—The losing the north star what we
always turn to when we want to find the pole and to now look in vain
for it seems strange yet we turn our eyes to the south upon a constellation
of greater intrest bound up with the affections of every pure soule that
looks upon it—It is composed of four [diagram] stars of the third magni-
tude I should think—one at each extremity of the lower points and a larger
reddish star at the head, and is situated near the southern pole which it
revolves round with head outwardly—the inhabitan[ts] of this hemisphere
tell the time of night by it as well as to worshlp its significant resemblance.
We appear to have chased the milky way to its home as we are immediately
under its broadest and brightest portions while it wholly disappears in the
south and it seems so strange to look north to find the sun and the moon
is turned tipsiturvy yet she shines as bright as ever she did at old Dover—
we tried to katch some fish out on our voyage, yet we kept too far from
land—we saw a few whale and some Dolphin but they would not be
caught—so we could not cook them  One of the most remarkible objects
that struck our view was the luminous character of the water under or
near the line of the sun  as we approached it increased and found it con-
sisting of three distinct forms the first was the luminous nature generaly
when in violent motion caused by any body passing thru it like our ship
which left a sheet of living light in her wake as far as the eye could reach
of most brilliant phosphorlc light—the second form surpasses all descrip-
tion in beauty—imagine the most luminous stars in heaven brought down
to the deep, dark blue sea and riding in the silver foam of its mighty
wave—the waves ever rolling on and dashing against our prow thrown
back their lofty crests upon the dark bosoms studded with a thousand
stars of living fire in foaming silver no thought can conceive its beauty
nor pen describe—the third an equally wonderful character of light con-
sisted in a globular submerged state about the size of a common solar lamp
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but apparently brighter, floating and swiming in our wake as tho endowed
with life and sporting with our bark, occasionaly they would float to the
surface and burn with a short lived existance and vanish, as tho atmosphere
destroyed rather than nourished their existance—and here at the stearn
would be seen the three characters distinctly all sporting togther in one
dazzling volum of liquid light illuming the depths of the pale warm dawn
to where the mermaids live for what I know at all events some of us
thought we could see them dancing by the lamps we lighted for them—
Near this quarter we were becalmed and a dead calm at sea is so strange,
all is so quiet no object in sight—but our selves hemmed in by the blue
sky on every side a gentle lurch, like a field of waving grain, passing over
the sea and sails flapping listlessly on the yards, while we loung, read,
play backgammon or climb the riging for exercise and to find a sail—a
joyful sight at sea. I never had so perfect an idea of the immensity of
the ocean before, knowing how many thousand ships are constantly on
the waters and going the same way with us, yet—to be alone—alone on
the wide deep for a month as we were and not behold an object bearing
the evidence of human existance but our own vessel is overwhelming to
the comprehention of the magnitude of these mighty depths—yet for
once we happened to be becalmed in the close neighborhood of an
English East India packet as large as five of us and so great was our leisure
and strong the temptation that three of our party and my self concluded
to pay her a visit—so Capt. lent us a small boat and we took some sailors
and rowed to her and found them quite as much interested in us as we
were in them and rather more frightened for as our vessel being smaller
it can sail faster in light winds and by her peculiar rakish build and being
painted black withall they were sure we could be none other than a pirate
and as there were many ladies on board great alarm was spread thru the
vessel and as we came near them as they were in our course the officer
shouted out to us thru his trumpet to keep away greatly to our amuse-
ment and supprise so we gave them a wide berth yet lingered so long
in their neighborhood that we concluded to pay them a visit when they
told me all this story with much glee—we were rec’d by the English
ladies and gentlemen with great pohteness and cordiality—found them to
consist of officers and their wives going to India to join their stations and
wives going to join their husbands already there—and some noblemen and
merchants in all about 80 and a pack of Fox hounds numbering fifty two
and some fine English horses—they showed us the ship and all its spacious
comforts and then introduced us to the ladies about 20 in number at all
ages—yet altho of the highest breeding it would be imzpossible to fall in
by accident with so large collection of American women of the same
age and not find a far greater amount of beauty and I do not believe all
Europe can produce as much feminine beauty as one of our northern
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states—they were very inquisitive about America and callifornia and
wondered how we dare go among the pistols & bowye knives but when
we told them that we had as many as anybody they opened their eyes
and said well then we think yoll’ not get shot—They urged us to remain
to dinner but we had not time so we drank wine exchanged wishes and
papers and departed promising to remember each others names and watch
their fortunes—our vessel came along side and took us up while they
cheered long life to the Hope and we to the Barbhanz when a light breeze
filled our sails and we were soon out of sight—nothing can be more
pleasant to the affections than the meeting of a vessel thus at sea, and 1
am sure I made some friendships on board that vessel that would last for
life could we meet sufficiently to manifest it—In truth I find plenty of
good warm friends wherever I turn, I shall have many here at sea whom
heaven preserve from harm and sometime in future permit us to meet
again—There are many American vessels put in at this port—some come
back in distress from Cape Horn to repair for a second trial. We hope to
run the gauntlet free yet after daring our all, we must look to him who
holds the tempest for permission to accomplish our desire ~ there are some
ladies on some of the vessels and not larger ships than ours. We com-
miserate them all in our power—yet I am told, they endure it as well as
any one on board—We are spending our time between rambling on shore
and writing letters on ship and the latter occupation would be amusing
to a spectator and even to us if we had time to observe it but time with
us is a precious commodity just now in this land of novelties—I don’t
know that I told you of the habits of the water carriers here, they carry
it on their heads from beautiful fountains in different parts of the city
in 6 or 8 gallon casks on their heads and so perfectly preserve the ballance
that I have frequently seen them running with it while sporting with
their fellow slaves at the place of supply and nothing affords a better
subject for a characteristic sketch of the slaves at Rio than one of these
fountains surrounded by fifty of them filling and waiting to fill their
vessels—The market also is very interesting, the female slaves (and some
are beauties) bring in fruits and vegitables of the country to sell and to
see them and watch their ways is worth many an hour full of fun & frolluk
and as ready to drive a bargain—the Capt. and I strolled in there this
morning and while buying some orranges I happened to tread on some
small tomatoes of a neighbouring vender a bright handsom young wench
who probbably wanted to attract our attention so I turned around to a
terrible to do some one was making behind me and there she was wringing
her hands and pointing to a callapsed tomatoe in dispair, while I fright-
ened to compassion at her distress handed her a som money to make
amends but she turned away with a merry laugh at the success of her
joke and ended by making us buy something—I have not seen a mehlan-
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cholly looking slave or one going doggedly at his work but singing and
lively all the time—I am with the simple polite character of the people,
their politeness is as natural to them as it is to be lazy. . . . The free blacks
occupy the same position here as the portugues almost and a favorite
slave is friend as well as servent, collects all gossop for his master or
mistress heads all the little petty intrigues of families &c and are the
factotum—I saw yesterday one of the first carriages in Rio, it contained
on the back seat the mistress and her slave dressed in as rich a style beside
of her while two gentlemen in white kids were on the front seat treating
both with eaqual attention—and at parties the free all recvd the same as
the whites—yet the black is found here in a lower grade of slavery than
any where in the world. Well I conclude you are by this time tired out
yet I hate to leave you and say good bye it’s like leaving home a second
time three or five months must elapse before you can possibly hear again
and only think how long it is yet to be ere I can hear from home. .

Letter III San Francisco, December 23, 1849

Here we are at last, in that wonderful land we have heard so many
stories of, stories of evry character, length and interest—I have been
ashore and am not able to contradict one of them—I should think, by the
appearance of things that all you hear in the papers is quite true—They
have however got through their riots and now perfect order reigns, strict
laws—and evry man seem to mind his own business and to let his neigh-
bours alone—Such perfect harmony you would look for in vain in a
place so densely populated, this, is very important to well disposed people
and I think they by far out number any other class, natives, foreigners
and all of the rowdy sort—

There is scarcely a crime and rarely a theft. We arrived here on the
17" making one of the quickest voyages from the states—just five months
sailing time, and evry man of us in perfect health—This town is composed
of the greatest conglomeration of trapsticks for the protection of hu-
manity from the elements that the world ever knew, It is about the size
of Pokeepsie, houses, tents, hencoops, dog-kennels and all, your first
impression is, that there has been a great earthquake, shaking up a city,
houses, men, I would say women and children, but there’s none to shake—
but everything that is here looks as though it had been shaken into a
complete jelly, for the rainy season is now at its hight and the mud is on
the average three foot deep, and the few houses and many tents yet
holding up their heads all as yet in part undisolved particles of matter
which if there is much more water added [will] certainly decompose—
The first thing we done after casting anchor was to jump for the shore,
we must see those big lumps and ,,Californy,, we had long previously
prepared ourselves in the morning by brushing our shoes and shaving
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our faces (for we have always shaved on making port) putting on white
shirts vest coats and pants and stood wistfully looking for the town with
our spyglasses as we floated slowly into the harbour with the tide, it was
a calm, beautiful day with the thermometer at 50° and oh! we constant
exclaimed what a lovely winters climate! Lo gradualy as the beautiful
bay opened to our view the town appeared. The vessels first ships, ships
beyond ships streaching away to the So. eastward until shut out by the
hills the city is to be built upon there are about three hundred sail here
and as many more up the Sacramento—and gold enough for all!

[Sketch of San Francisco Harbor from the Bay,
about 400 yds. N.E. of Telegraph Hill]

This is as it appeared to us on entering harbour the city being behind
the central hill and tents whitning them in all directions—vessels sunk and
rotting down around the bay and 4/l nearly deserted—We came to anchor
and cast off one boat for the shore on landing, it was quite dark by this
time and the lights of the town were shining forth in every part which
seemd all alive with people, we started up from the wharf its true
there was a little mud but it must, thought we, be “drier farther in the
town!” Not yet we must pick our way! pick, jump, stride and totter and
we got some what into some thing that no doubt looks very like a street
on a map but it was not reconisable in its natural form although they
called it “Broadway” it proved so to us for some got across and some
got half way across and some tried to get across. But they all succeeded
in gitting stuck. Stuck fast in the mud blacked boots best pantaloons
and all. Oh help me out cried one I cant get out myself says the
other  oh dear says a third Ive lost my boot—Shocking what shall we
dosay weall ~ “go on board again and wait for daylight,, and all coming
to the conclusion that we never found such heavy mud anywhere at
home, concluded that it must be caused by the gold in it, thought it best
to comply with the recommendation, so with much ado we got back on
board our comfortable vessel, where we scraped and washed as well as we
could—The next morning at breakfast time the port Captain by his ex-
ample when he came on board taught us how to dress—he said it wasnt
so bad now as last week—now the boots only required to be four feet
long—so we put on our four footed boots, coarse clothes and went ashore
the second time—Take the poorest parts of your village, knock down all
the houses—build them up again, cover their roofs with straw beds ticks
sprinkle over the whole a good sized methodist camp meeting and you
have a San Franciscan compound—above the mud—The New York influ-
ence here is very strong and by way of keeping up its good old customs
they had a fire here yesterday among all this rubbish—with you it would
not cost ten-thousand to rebuild the houses yet here the paper of to day
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makes a littiral statement of each individual house and it amounts to
over a million and two days ago it would have brought it in cash—The
worlds age never knew such an era as this—no segasity could have pre-
dicted it no human intellect can fortell its result.

It is difficult to say which predominates here mud or gold—we are not
disapointed in the yeald of the mines as you must know by the papers—
We are not disapointed in anything only in some of our large machinery,
and which though is a very important matter if true, it however as far
as we can learn has not been tried so we have yet an argument against
those who say it impractable—

But saw mills are all the fashion in California . . . you know by the
papers the enormous prices of everything better than I can tell you. Our
sailors are now employed on shore for eight dollars per day and found
yet all cannot get that constantly living is three dollars per day
common dinner one dollar tallow candles one fifty per doz. I priced
them in a tent today—we are selling our butter for one twenty five or
fifty the pound—long boots 70 dollars per pair—flannels and woolens
dear—calioes [sic] of all sorts and all fancy goods cheap, not at all in use
yet until we have our wives here—Rum, cheap as dirt, and as pleanty as
swill-Gamblers as pleanty as blud succers in a summer pool, and gold and
silver on their tables enough to sicken one of it, when we see the wretches
it makes, who throng them, evry hotel, and there are fifty of them have
their rows of gambling tables in the main, principle room, each table
paying a thousand dollars per month rent—almost half the gold produced
by the mines has been swallowed by these resorts of the wreckless—

Lumber is [blank] per thousand and likely to continue so carpenters
sixteen dollars per day—money ten percent per month on the best security
pleanty as it is, it is the pleantifulness of it and the immediat wants of the
people that makes it so high it cannot be less while the gold lasts, you
will soon if things with you do not already feel its effects, the mines are
inexhaustible—Speculation rages with an hundred fold [as] it did in N.
York in the years 35 & 6 lots from one to one hundred and fifty thou-
sand and all things needed here in proportion, Fortunes immense lost and
gaind here in a few months—and all this is real—no buble except the human
vanity of it & all is a cash transaction half down and the residue on sixty
or ninty days.

I find many old friends out here—all are bettering their fortunes and
some have made them—some one that is an old acquaintan of Ikes a dry
goods man I forget his name . . . but I think he looks ratherish like as tho
he wished him self back in St. Marks place— . . . heaven is not quite
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